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THE 


PREFACE 


E. have of late. had 
ſeveral Uſeful Dil- 
courſes publiih'd , concern- 
ing the Education of Children, 
in order to:the. laying the 
Firſt Found4ttn well : I pray 
God they may have the in- 
tended good Effect! 


Bat, tho a Religious and 
Prudent Management 'of 
Youth Betimes, 18 of Infinite 
Conſequence, and gives 'em 
many happy Prepoſleſſions, 
| A 2 and 


The Preface. 


and no Care in the Condu&t *! 

3 
of it can be too great ; yet, | 
tis but too too often found, 
that All 1s ſoon defeated, 
when young Perſons become 
their Ozn Governours, and 
are left to* their On G4 
{al. 


I thatfore thought It 
might do 1vme Service, to 
carry.on the ſame Pious De-. 
ſign a litthe further, and give 
ſome few: Advices, whereby 
Manhood Likewiſe might re- 
ceive an early Biaſs to what 

1s truly Religious and Good ; 
and Innocence: and' Happi- 
neſs run-thro' all the Stages 
of this Life, and-end at laſt 
in the Blifſes of, Eternity. 


What 


<3 
F- 
Is 
” 
; ” I 
bo 
730 


The Preface 


What is here publiſhd 
was prepar'd at firſt for the 
uſe of thoſe under 'my, own 
Care, and deliverd' to them 
in ſeveral Diſcourſes.: But 
hopeing it might beſervice- 
able to others too, I deter- 
min'd'to ſend it abroad. 


I'm very; ſenſible', That 
to the following Advices I 
might have added more ; and 
ſorne, it may be, will won- 
der that I have not ; but I 
was. loath to {well the Book 
to a diſcouraging Bulk; confi- 
dering that *twas deſign'd 
for the Peruſal of Young Gen-. 
Hemen, | | i 


As 
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As for my Choice of theſe, 
I hope twill juſtifie it ſelf ; 
and I have endeavour'd 16 to 
manage them, as might beſt 
engage. their Attention to 
whom they are addreſs d,;and 
give a right Seaſoning to the 
Minds of thoſe, who are the 
Hopes of the Preſent Age, and: 
upon whoſe Virtue and good 
Principles. very mach de- 
pends the Religion and the 
Happineſs of that which 
may Succeedi1t. 


Happy ſhall I be, if in any 
meaſure inſtrumental to 10 
great a Good as this! But 'tis 
God alone that gives the In- 
creaſe, tho'an Apoſtle be the 

Planter. 
| His 
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His Blefling, therefore, 1 
moſt humbly beg, upon what 
1s ſincerely intended for his 
Service, and the Publick Be- 
nefit! chef | 


&. 2 # 


Advertiſement. 


'A Courſe of LeQures on the Church- 

Catechiſm. . By Thomas Bray, D.D. 

Recommended as proper to be Read in Fa- 
milies. Price Five Shillings. 
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cw 
| Foung Gentlemen 


 Arrip 'd*to . 


Years of Neſcretion. 


(HE Begi nnings. of Manhood 
1 are {0 Ft with Leanprations 
to what 1s Ill; from: une 

{ rienc'd Liberty, full Poſſeſſion of E- 

$ ſtate, Vigour of Nature, Warmth of 

; Paſſion, and the like ; that more than 

ordinary Care 1s needfal' to manage all 

3 this well, in the midſt of a World full 
y of Wickedneſs, Deceit: and-/Flattery', | 
3 andas yet untry'd : And All the" Aids | 
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Advice to Young Gentlemen 


of Reaſon and Religion will not be 
too much, eſpecially when 'tis confi- 
der'd how great an Influence the two 
or three firſt Years of a Man's Own Go- 
vernment have, upon the Happineſs of 
his whole Life to come. 


Religion, no doubt, is the Rule in 
General, by which we All, both Young 
and Old, muſt ſteer our Courſe, in 
order to our Happineſs ; and whiqh 
we ſhall find to be the beſt Reaſon too ; 
but becaule the Age and Circumſtances 
of ſuch as are newly freed from the 
inſpection and Reſtraints of Gover- 
nours and Tutors, and' beginning the 
World upon the Stock of their own 
' Prudence and Diſcretion, require a 

{uiting and adapting fome Particalar | 
Advices to them, I recommend theſe | 
few that follow to theirattentive Con- |} 
{ideration ; in hopes, that by God's } 
Bleſſing, the employing their Firſt | 
Thoughts and Blooming Reaſon upon } 
fuch Serious Subjeds, may give their | 
Minds a right Taſte and Reliſh, and | 
make ſuch laſting good Imprefſions, as | 
will "be of unſpeakable Advantage In 
their future Life. The | 
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The Fir Advice. 


1 A ND frft of all, 'tis very adviſable ,,,;.. , 


for them ſometimes tocall to mind | 


that they are Creatures ; That an Infi- 
1 nitely Wile, Powerful, and Good Be- 


ing made them what they are ; That 
the Powers they have of Thinking, 
Acting and Enjoying, are all:his Gift ; 

ave already Liv'd, 
and. all the Bleflings of it, are owing 


{ to His Goodneſs and Support, ſo. every 


Minute of their Life to come, and all 


| their Hopes and ExpeCtations, depend 
$ entirely upon His Care and Providence, - 
$ who Governs and Diſpoſes all things 


5 which He at firſt Created. 


Such Reflections 2s theſe, if at all 


2 dwelt upon, and purſu' d any thing 
7 home, will Imprint ſo Awef#l, and 
3 with al fo Lovely an Ideaof God upon 
2 the Mind, and give a-Man ſo true a'No- 
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tion of Himſelf ; as will be a Great Se- 
curity againſt thoſe many Miſcarriages 
incident to Youth, and be the: -Ground- 
work of an Excellent Religion. 


So long as they remember, that up- 
on God 1s their. whole Dependance ; : 
thatevery thing they Love and Delight ; 
in is deriv'd to them from Him:: The | 
Quicker Apprehenfion young Perſons | 
have of the Excellency of thetr Nature, | 
and the Plenty:and Happineſs of their | 


_ Circumſtances ; the fonder they are of 


their New-ſpringing Life 5 the more | 
they are ſenſible of the Bleſſings that | 
ſurround and ſmile upon them; and 
Pleas' d with the. Proſpect of many. Hap- | 

y Years to - come :' the more Reaſon ! 
will they find to Admire, and Love, | 
and. Praiſe the .Divine Author of all | 
this, and endeavour. ſtill to_continue | 
in HisFavour, and by no Means:to for- | 
feit His Bleſſing, by = Inſtances of } 
Difobedience. . 1 


No Argument can -be more enga- | 
ging to 'Exa&t Duty, than ſuch, a one | 
as this: © My AlFs at ſtake, 1 muſt | 

* be | 


Do. 


eS 
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5 © be Govern'd, or I'm undone ; All T 
3 £ enjoy I have from His Bounty who 
# © cqmmands me this ; and if I loſe his 
® < Favour, he withdraws his Bleſlings, 
# © and I ſhall no more enjoy any thing, 
# © Beſides, the Guilt of baſeſt Ingrati- 
# < tude will for ever lie heavy upon 


< me, ſhould I deny Obedience to my 

« oreateſt Benefatour; ro whom I gwe 
* whatever I delight in, and even'my | 

« very Lite. 

Ef Iofinite Beauty and Infinite Good- 
<* eſs will not command my utmoſt 
* Services and ſincereſt Love, what 
« will? And where can there be more. 

« perfect Beauty and Excellency, and 

« greater Goodneſs, than in Mine and 
&« the World's Creator ! who hath com- 
< municated Being and Happineſs to: 
<« all. the Univerſe, and by whoſe 
<* Bounteous Hand we are all ſupply'd, 

** with abundant Plenty of our proper 
** Good |! 


For the ſame Reaſohs therefore that 


| we love: any thing, we ſhall find our 


{{]ves ſtrongly engaged to Love our 
B 3 Creator 
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Creator infinitely more ; and Imitation 
and Obedience will naturally follow, 
True Gratitzde and Love. So that 


Would Young Perſons be but per- 
{waded, as the Wiſe King Adviles, 
Thus to Remember their Creator in the 
Days of their Youth ; That His Hands 
have made them and faſhioned them ; and 
trace their Life and their Happineſs up 
to its Eternal Spring: And would they 
do this ſeriouſly, and not too ſeldom, 
what Religious AﬀeCtions would it not 
excite ? 


What Self-Annihilation, and Hum- 
bleſt Thankfulneſs; content in every 
Change of their Condition, and Mode- 
ſty and Moderation in their greateſt | 
Proſperity ! What Admiration at the | 
Divine Wiſdom, and Power, and # 
Goodneſs, and entire Reſignation of * 
themſelves to all his Diſpoſals, and re- | 
ſolv'd Conformity to all his Pleaſure ! | 
And what a happy Influence upon their ? 
future Life, fuch a Temper of Mind as | 
this would have, is not to be ex- Þ} 
preſs'd. = 

The 
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The Second Advice. 


ber too that they are Chriſtians : 
the Diſciples of Jeſus, that Eternal Son 
of God, the King of Glory, who is the | 
Saviour of the World. Who, from a 
moſt deplorable Condition into which 
Mankind had pling'd themſelves by 
Sin, by his Bitter Sufferings in their 
ſtead, and cruel Death upon a Croſs, 
Redeem'd and Rais'd them up: to In- 


' finitely Happy Circumſtances, and moſt 


Glorious Hopes. And that upan this 
Reaſonable Condition only, that they 


Believe what He has done and*ſuffer'd 


for them to be ſufficient to their Salva- 
tion, and truſt in it as the only Merito- 
rious Cauſe of it ; and give full Aﬀent 
to the Great Truths He hath made 
known to them, and carefully obſerye . 
what He hath commanded, in the 
Goſpel Reyelation. All which was en- 
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gag d for them in their Baptiſm, or 
Admiſſion into this Happy Society, and 
which they have fince Agreed to and 
Ratified in their own Perſons, at their 
Confirmation. 


There is no Title in the World, that 
carries with it ſo much Hozour, Fmpays 
ſo much Happineſs, .and reminds of fo 
much Duty, as that of Chriſtiar. 


Rom. 8. .It beſpeaks a Man a Friend and aFa- 
14. xc. yourite, nay a Brother of the Son of 

God, receiv'd by Adoption into the 

{ame near Relation to the moſt High; 

an Heir of God, and Coheir with Chriſt 

of Eternal Glory in the Higheſt Heavens. 
1 Joh. 3. Where he ſhall be made Like to his 
* Heavenly Father in all his Commmi- 
cable Excellencies ; and in the Boſom 
of Jeſtts for. ever enjoy the moſt con- 
{ummate Felicity. And all this from a 
ſtate of Enmity with God, and open Re- 
bellion ; which had deſervedly brought 
His Curſe upon him, made him the 
Objett of the Divine Hatred and Ven- 
geance z which would have made him 


extremely Miſerable to Eternal Ages, 
| had 


ME a. qv 


NR 
Arriv'd to Years of Diſcretion. 
had not the moſt Compaſſionate Jeſus 
made an Attonement with His Blood, 
and Introduc'd this wondrous Happy 
Change. 41 


But then, what Vaſt-Obligations lie 


upon all Chriſtians for ſuch Amaztng * 


Favours as theſe ! 

As firſt, ſo far to know them(clves, 
as to Live ſuitable to the High Honour 
conferr'd on them by God; which the 


cation wherewith we are call'd, and not to 


' Degrade themſelves by vile and finful 


Courſes. If God has rais'd 'em from fo 
Low and Miſerable, to {o Glorious and 
Happy a Condition, 'twill be Inexcufa- 
ble Meanneſs of Spirit, and contrary to 
all the Principles of Honour,to become 
Slaves and Drudges for ſuch pittiful 


baſe things in compariſon asthe Objects _ 


of Senſe, and the Enjoyments of Brutes; 
and forgetting their Treaſure in Hea- 
ven, the Crown that awaits 'em there; 
employ all their Thoughts and their Di- 


higence, upon the Trifles of this Earth. 


Again'; 
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Again; If they are the Purchaſe of 
the Son of God, Redeem'd by the In- 
eſtimable Price of His moſt Preci- 
ous Blood, from the Extreameſt Mi- 
ſery ; there's all the Reaſon in the 
World, that they ſhould entirely De- 
* dicate themſelves to His Service, as no 
_ Jonger their own, and Glorify that Ble(- 


x Cor. 6. {ed S2VIOur of theirs with therr Bodies 


and their Spirits which are his. 


Would a Slave, ranſom'd from the ' 
Mines or Gallies, think much for ever 
to ſerve and obey his Redeemer ! 


Would a Wretch, condemn'd to the 
| Rack or Wheel, there to be Tortur'd 
to Death, think any thing too much 
to | do, for that dear kind Man, who 
procur'd for him his Pardon ! Can 
his Life and his Liberty be employ'd 
better, than in doing him Honour, to 
whom he owes both ! And how would 
our Blood riſe againſt that ungrateful 
Wretch, who would take no Notice 
of all this ; or at moſt, return a few 
cool dry Thanks, and refufe ſome 
eaſy reaſonable piece - of Service that 

Way 
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was requeſted of him, or put it off, 
till he had nothing elſe to do ! 


What Love and Duty then can be 
enough, to the Great Saviour of the 
World, from Miſery infinitely greater 
than the moſt witty Malice ' upon 
Earth could e're invenÞ$ and which too = 
Never, Never ſhould have End ; and 


who, beſides, has raisd us to a State as 


Glorious and Happy, as that we are 
redeem'd from, would have been 
Wretched and Miſerable ! 


And can we think the moſt Com- 
aſfionate Jeſus, -who underwent ſuch 
barbarous cruel Uſage, and loſt his Life 
in Torment for our Sakes, would 
ere require. of us »-reaſonable Things 2 
No, no; All His Commands are Holy, 
Juſt and Good, contriv'd on purpoſe 
to carry on the Gracious Deſign of 
making us was ever _ 
pletely py z, and that- at length , 
we Ns full Poſſeſſion of what 

he has parchasd for us. | 
That he may ſee the BlefſedEffects of 
the Agonies and Travel of his Soul, and 
-___ condudt 
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condutt his little Flock (which Mens 


own Obſtinacy- does make fo little ) 
into the bliſsful Kingdom of his Father ; 

That where he is there they may be alſo, 
and behold and partake of os - Glory. 


How can we better ſpend the Prime 
and Flower of our Age, than in the 
Service of ſo Good a Maſter. and who 
himſelf did lead the way ; 'perform'd 
what 'he requires_ of ,us ; and made 
his excellent Precepts look ſtill more 
lovely, by the Luſtre of his owrl Ex- 
ample! 


Nothing can more commend the 


. True Nobleneſs and Generoſity of our 


Spirits, than in the midſt of thoſe 
Temptations which ſurround us at our 
Firſt Entrance into the World; to Re- 
membet Gar” Obligations to Jeſus gur 
Beſt Friend; and freely lay our Fortunes, 
our Strength,” our Reaſon, our AﬀeRti- 


ons, our very Life, down at his Feet, to 


be entirely Govern'd' and” Directed 'by 
him; who once, as great a Perfon' as 
he was, "Mabmitted to Poverty, ſiiffer'd 
__ greateſt Hardllvps, and e're_he ar- 


rv'd 
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riv.d to half the Age of Man, became 


a Sacrifice ſor as. -| 


Certainly. we can't but think this | 


highly reaſonable ;. eſpecially fince we 
are {o' firmly engag d tot by the moſt 

Solemn Promiſes. and Vows ; which 
_ every. Chriſtian, we khow, "as fach, lies 
under.” © 


And therefore, unleſs we think that 
Youth will excuſe us from every thing 
of thisSeriows Nature, and that the Pro- 
miſes we make to qur Creator and our 
Saviour, are of leſs Regard than thoſe 
we make to Men ;' we muſt, upon all 


accounts of Honour ahd Juſtice, as well . 


as theReafon of the Thmg,. apply our 
ſelves, and that with the-ſoonelt,.to be 
as good. as our Word, .andy;conform 
our Faith and Pradtice to. the Goſpel 
Revelation ; as. being. the Sndition, 
neceſlary to "be: perform'd. on -ovr Part, 
in. order. tq'gur..being- finally the bet- 
ter” for what -Chriſt' has/done on His. 
And that ſach 4s: the Condition, no 
grown Chrifkigh ; ; that, has been, duly 
rfirikted in his Religion, (as.we all 
| along 
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along ſuppoſe thoſe to be, to whom 
theſe Advices are given ) can be to 
learn. | 


The Third Advice. 


Advice 3. UR next Advice therefore to 
Young Perſons ſhall be, relating 
to their Chriſtian Faith ; or in what 
manner they are to give their Aſſents 
to the Great Truths revealed to us in 

the Goſpel. 


And but too much need there 1s of 
Advice i this Caſe, in an Age when 
tis accounted a great piece of Folly 

and Meanneſs of Spirit, ſtrange Credu- 
lity, unbecoming an_ _— 
to Believe any ching that 

fully adn and Connd vo fer —_ 
by the Aweful Mfrs of our Holy 
Religion, which make it to be what it 
5, and diſtinguiſh it from all others ; 


by the ill Arts of Sophiſtry, far-fetch d 
Gloſſes 
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Gloſſesand Interpretations of Men over- 
confident of the reach of their own 
Underſtandings, are brought down even 
to nothing, and made Contemptible. 


- But if this be not the 'very Height 
of Prophane Arrogance, what 1s! "Tis 
the Deſtrution of all Divine Faith, 
and the greateſt Ridiculing of Reli- 
gion, when the moſt exalted Truths of 
it ſhall be twiſted about and diſtorted 
acccording to Mens extravagant Fancies, 
and made to ſubmit to the Imperfe& 
Reaſonings. of every Bold Intruder, 
that is Wiſe in his own Concett. 


The Advice of St. Paxl therefore 1s 
Highly needful to be recommended 
to all young Perſons (whoſe forwatd- 
neſs and warmth of -Femper makes 
em generally coo apt to graſp at eve- 
ry 'thing, and confide too much in 
their own Wit and Parts) St. Paul's 
Advice, I ſay, is very neceflary for all 
young Perſons in this Age of Reli- 


- g1ous Scepticiſm and Infidelity, which 


we have in 1 Cor. 3. 18. Let no man 
deceive *himſelf';, if any man among you 


ſeemeth 
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ſeemeth to be wiſe in this world, let hin 
become a fool that he may be wile. That 
1s, they ſhould fo far bitruſ their own 
Reaſon, in things of ſo Sublime a Na- 
ture a5 thoſe we are now ſpeaking of, 
as to move with the greateſt Caution 
and Modeſty. in their Enquiries about 
{ach Truths as theſe. And tho, as 'tis 
fit they ſhould, they make the belt uſe 
they can of the Underſtanding God 
has given them, and endeayour by all 
due Nicies to Brighten and Improve 
it ; yet ſtill, Revelation ſhould be va- 
Iu'd 25 the. ſureſt Guide, and all their 
own Notions humbly ſubmitted to it. 


For, conſidera little ; Does not com- 
mon Experience aſſire any Man that 
will attend to it, how very Imperfect 
Humane Reiſon is at beſt > Don't we 
daily find that every Man's Underſtand- 
ing 1s of a very narrow Capacity in this 
World, and that in things much more 


within our Reach than the Depths of 
our Religion are ? 


Now let any ſenfible Man fay*which 
1s the moſt rational Courſe for a Man, 
* cantrary 
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contrary to his own manifold Experi- 
ence, and - that of all the World, to 
centre in*Hizzſelf in. his Enquiry after 


"Truths of the moſt exalted Nature ; 


or in a due Senſe of the Defects of his 
own Reaſon, to be very Diligent in 
ſeeking out, and making uſe of bet- 
ter Helps, and readily Affent to them 
upon the Teſtimony of the Divine 
Revealer, tho' he'cannot Comprehend 
the Immenſe Truth, no r tay, How 
{ach things can be? 


The things we now ſpeak of, | are 
ſuch, as are utterly beyond the Reach, 
not only of Humaxe, but perhaps of 
any Created Underſtanding and which; 
as they cou'd never have been known 
by us at all, had not God been pleaſed 
to Reveal 'em; ſo, now they are Re- 
veal'd, cannot.be known perfectly and 
throughly, by any but the+ Divine 
Revealer. But now, every Man muſt 
needs -confels, 'that things of {o'High 
a Nature, may 'be nevertheleſs Erue, for - 
being Inconſiſtent with a poor 1gno- 
rant MortaF's former Notions and Con- 
ceptions. - That is in ſhort, an Iynite - 

C Under- 
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Underſtanding may Reveal, whata F:- 
nite grin nr cannot Comprehend ; 
which yet ought by no means to be an 
Argument againſt the Truth of the Re- 
velation. - x 


And who that is a fincere Lover of 
Truth, but would moſt willingly em- 
brace it, in what manner ſoever it 
might come to Is Notice! How 
glad of greater Light in this Dark 
World, tho' for the preſent it may Da-' 
zle his Undeſtanding by its unuſual 
Brightneſs, and make him the more 
{enfible of the Darkneſs he was 1n. be- 
fore! Eſpecially, when aſlur'd, that it 
proceeds from the Father of Lights, in 
whom is no Darkyeſs at all, who is the 
Eternal Source of Truth, Infinately Wiſe 
and Good, that can neither . Deceive 

Pal. 36. 9. nor be Deceiv'd, and 3; whoſe Laght 
above it is, that we can really ſee Light. 


 *'Tis worth our while to. take No- 
. tice here of. the Behaviour of our 
Lord: and his Apoſtles, towads the too 
curious. Inquirers. into the Secrets of 
the Kingdom ; who we ſhall find haye 
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rw'd to Tears of Diſcretion. 19 
* met with a Reprimend from them, in- 
Z {ſtead of any more Particular Satisfac- 
tion. P 


Thus when "Nicoderms heard our 
Saviour Diſcourting of the New Birth John 3. 
of a Chriſtian, and Interposd this 
Queſtion, How can theſe things be 2 He 
could have no dire& Solution of his 
Doubt; our Lord only upbraids his Ig- . 
norance of what his own Religion 
might have furniſh'd him with fome 
Notion of, and agtin affirms the Truth 
of what he had before aflerted, and” 
then Diverts to ſomething elſe 


And at another time, when talking 
with the Jews about his being the True 
Bread, that came down from Heaven, john 6. 
and of the neceſlity of Eating hisFleſh 
and Drinkmg his Blood, if they would 
have the true' Life and Spirit of Reli- 
gion in them ; He returns no 
Anſwer to their Queſtion, Huw. car 
this Man give us his Fleſh to eat 2 than 
by Afﬀfirming, that H;s Fleſh and Blood 
were Meat and Drinkindeed:;, and how 
exceeding happy yy Effet would = 

2 0 
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of eating the one, and drinking the 0- 
ther ; and even to his own Diſciples, 
all the Satisfaftion he thought fit to 
give, ſo far as we can learn, was only 
this, The Words that I ſpeak unto you, 
they are Spirit, and theyare Life. 


When” he diſcoursd of his being 
the Sor of God, and One with the Father, 
and that from all Eternity, tho' in ap- 
pearance but a mean afflicted Man ; 
which exceedingly enrag'd the ; Jews 
againſt him, and urg'd them to Blaſs 
pheme : His way was only again and 
again to afſert and afhrm it, and demon- 
ſtrate that it was ſo, by his Miracles ; 
{till leaving 'em in the Dark as to their 
Enquires how it conld'be ſo. And ſo 
for the Myſtery of Tranity in Unity, 
which is plainly enough Aferted both 
by himſelf and his Apoſtles ; neither 
he nor they, ever attempted the Expl:- 
cation of this Myſtery, any more than 
they did of the reſt. 


Indeed St. Paul gives the Corinthi- 
ans {ſome Deſcription of the warner of 


: Gore 15: the ReſurreiFion of the Dead 5 which yet 


muſt 
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mult be allow'd to be One of the Great 
Myſteriesof Chriſtianity : But then we 
may take Notice, that to the carious 
Enquirer, Flow are they Dead rais'd up, 
and with what Body h they come £ He 
uſhers in his Anſiver, with this very 
plain Rebuke, 150 Fool. 


Now, ſince our Bleed Lord and his 
Apoſtles, thus wav'd the giving any 
Particular Explications of theſe, and 
the like Myſterious Truths, which yet 
they 'would have given, had it been 
needful, nay; fo much as expedient, eſpe- 
cially when ſo often urgd to do it, 
methinks, itſhould be a ſufficient Cau- 
tion to every Man elſe, not to Intrude 
too far into thoſe things. which -he has 
not ſeen. What they thought fit to leave 
as: Myſteries, to be only Believ'd and 
Reverenc'd by Chriſtians z methinks 
none that -come after them ſhould of- 
fer to unveil ; but chuſe to exfrciſe 
their. Faith about 'em, rather than their 
weak benighted Reaſon; and ev'n in 
the neceflary Defence of them, follow 
the Scriptures as their ſureſt Guide, 
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And how happy would it have been 


for the Chriſtian Church, 


had 


theſe 


ths been always venerated at a Di- 
ſtance! And that Quickneſs of Parts, 
and Warmth of Temper, duly employ d 
in Provoking to Love and Good 


Works, 


INOTC 


and 1n Conf? WT 
the nn ror oh 


of 


more and 
our Faith, 


which was abusd in Digging u and 


Deſtroying it ; and Ruinin 
FIR which: tho a M, 


that Charzty, 
#2 ſpeaks with 


Fi Tongues of Men ard Angels, and un- 


rnd all M, __ and all khnow- 
1 Cor.13.2, 14 


+ Pax ays, He is nothing, 


And if ſuch way of Proceeding in 
theſe matters wapld have been the 


trueſt Wiſdom in the Ages paſt 
doubt but it 1s ſo ſtill in this. 


, no 


The ſad 


Conſequences of the want of which, 


and crying up the contrary Practcie, of 


laying open all Myſteries, are but too 


well known. 


It has indeed expos 


'd Re- 


ligion to Innumerable Wounds from 
all its Adverfaries, and tends more than 
we can imagine, to Atheiſm, and all 
manner of Looknel and Debauchery. 


Highly 
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Highly needful therefore 1s it to 
g1ve our young Reaſoners Warning of 
{o Dangerous a Rock as this, and: per- 
{wade them-to avoid it. And before I 
put an end to this Advice, which is 
of fuch mighty Conſequence, let me 
appeal to their own Unbyaſs'd Reaſon, 
Whether a Man would not be better, 
much better employ'd, in humbly and 
thankfully embracing, what God has 
been pleas'd plainly to Reveal to his 
Church concerning the Ircarnation of 
his Divine Son; for Inſtance, God Ma- 
nifeſt in the Fleſh to deſtroy the Works of 
the Devil, and in ſincerely endeavour- 
ing to Imitate his moſt excellent Exam- 
ple, and pay Obedienceto his Holy Pre- 
cepts, than in making curious and nice 
Enquiries:intothe Nature of the Perſonal 
Umon, which the more it 1s pry'd into, 
the more Humane Wit will be confonn- 
ded, andnothing in the Concluſion but 
a Pernicious Brood of Hereſfies? 


Does it not more become us. heartily 
to rejoyce in the Satirfaion Chriſt Has 
made for Sinners by his Bitter Death 
and Snfferings, arid continually to pay 

C 4 Our 
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our Humbleſt Acknowledgements, and 


 Devouteſt Praiſes, to God and Jeſus for 


their wondrous Love, and make 1t our 
great Endeavour to perform thoſe Con- 
ditions, upon which alone we can be 
Sharers in his Merits? Does not this be- 
come us better. than to raiſe ſubtile Que- {| 
ſtions, and be always Quarreling about - | 
the Nature of that Satisfaction ; and in | 
the Scuffle commit ſuch Wickednelſs, as 
will render it unavailable, 1t perſiſted 
in, to thoſe that are fo unchriſtianly 
engag'd ? 


The like may be ſaid of the Myſtery 
of the Adorable Trinity in Qnity;, con- 
cerning which, Thus much T may fay, | 
I hope, without Offence, That tobe con- } 
tented with what the Scriptures have 
plainly told us in this matter, and to 
give all Honour and Glory, Love and 
Obedience, to the” Great Creator, Re- 
deemer, and Sanctifter of the' World, 
God Bleſſed for evermore, 1s more agree- 
able to. the ' Piety.and Humility of a 
Chriſtan, than ®to tear the Church 
in pieces, and give the Enemies of our 
Faith too much occaſion, to phe 

and 
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F and Ridicule it, by ſo fiercely oppoſing 
# one another in our Explanations, of 
Z what will be an Inſcrutable Myſtery 
when we have done all. 


Finally, I may add, That he is much 
the wiſer Man and better Chriſtian, who 
with all due Awe and Reverence, and 
Preparation, frequently Adrefſes him- 
ſelf tothe Holy Sacrament of the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt, and endeavours, 
in good earneſt, to keep the Pious Re- 
ſolutions he then makes ; than he who 
map himſelf, and diſturbs and em- 


royls the Church, about the x2anner 


of our Saviour's Preſence there, and of 
$ our recezving him. And T can't but 
Y think Solomon's Counſel in this, as well 
as other. Caſes, to be very excellent, and 
worthy of our greateſt Regard ; Truſt 
zn the Lord with all thine heart, and 
lean not to thine own underſtanding. 


Prov. 3. 5. 
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The Fourth Advice. 


TAVING. thus endeavour to 

4 ſecure the Faith of young Per- 
ſons; the nextthing to be taken care 
of, 1s, their Obedience. 


Now the Main Spring of thus, .is a 
Devotional Temper of Mind, and a 
Quick Taſte and Reliſb of good things; 
whereby we become fully -perſwaded, 
that 'tis not only our Duty, but our 
greateſt Intereſt, upon all Accounts, to 
be Religious. This will make us em- 
ploy our THOR, our Defires and Af- 
fections, upon Divine Objects in Good 

reſt, and Quicken us onin the ways 


of Chriſtian Vertue, with Satisfaction 


and Delight. Whereas, when Men 
are Cool and different to things of 
this Nature, Religion ſoon degenerates 
into bare Formality, and from thence 
decays into Nothing. 

The 
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The great Buſineſs then, is to engage 
the warm Aﬀetions of Youth upon 
Religion, before they are too far taken 
up: with other things; to turn the 
ſtream of their-Paſſions into the right 


| | Channel betimes, before they are Ha- 


bituated to ſome other Courſe ; nothing 
being more Difficult than when they 
are ſo, effeftually to direct and keep 


em right. 


My next Advice therefore is, That 
they would cheriſh that Natural Diſ- 
poſition to Devotion, which is in moſt 
young People, before it 1s Deſtroy'd 
and Quench'd by Vice. 


Now by Devotion 1 mean, © A ſect- 
« tled Temper of Mind, ariſing &om 
* 2'Due and Lively Senſe of the Su- 
<< preme Excellency of God and Reli- 
« jon; whereby we entirely dedicate 
* our ſelves to his:Service in the way 
* he has diredted; and in all things 
* endeavour, and that with Warmth 


< and Spirit, to: behave our ſelves to- 


«< wards him, as befits both him, and 
* our ſelves, | 
I 
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F have given this Deſcription of it, 
that we may know how to Diſtinguiſh 
it from Superſtition and Enthuſr balin, 
which are the two Mimicks of Devo- 
tion, and often borrow 1ts venerable 
Name : And 'twill not be amiſs, if be- 
fore we proceed any further, we con- 
ſider a little: the Several Parts of this 
Deſcription, in order to our. Forming 
right Apprehenfions in a thing of [0 
great Conſequence. 


Firſt then, True Devotion 7s a Set- 
tled Frame and Diſpoſition of Mind ; or 


ſuch an Habitual quick Senſe and Re- |} 


liſh of Divine Things, as 1s ready to 
exert it ſelf in Proper Acts upon Juſt 
Occaſion, and Converſe with God in 
Pious Thoughts and Deſires ; or Dif- 
courſe of. Pious Subjects, pro Re Nata, 
as Things offer themſelves, and that 
with a kind of natural Freedom, Faſe 


and Pleaſure, as a Man talks with, or of 


a Friend, or any thing elſe; that he 
Admires, Reverences and Loves. 


Our ſeating it in the Mind is to _ 
| that 
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| that thoſe who place it in any thing 


that is external, are miſtaken in it; and 
the greateſt Bodily Severities, the 
Life of a Hermit, Pilgrumages, and 
Prayers, and Preſents, tho' made to 
the greateſt Favourite of Heaven, Pomp 
and Splendor in Religious Worſhip to 
the higheſt Degree, and the like, all this 
is not Devotion, for that's ſeated withir ; 
and if the Miad may all the while re- 
main Dead and Cold to Religion, as 
certainly it may, we muſt then call it 
by ſome other Name. 


For the ſame Reaſon Dewotion does 
not conſiſt in RejeFme all. this, and 
converſing with Heaven only in hollow 
Sighs and Groans, without any owt- 
ward Expreſſions of it at all; unleſs 
it be ſome odd convuliive Motions, 
which are to ſhew, it ſeems, as ſome 


will have it, the mighty Force of the 


Impreſſions made within upon their 
Spirits. Men may be. equally devoid of 
a truly Pious and Deyout Temper and 
Diſpoſition, that over-value, or utterly 
cry down {uch outward Rel: g10N as this: 
And 'tis always a fign' of Mens not 
knowing 
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knowing what TrueDevotion is, or elſe. | 
of their real want of it, when they | 
are fterce and eager about what 1s ſo | 


foreign to it 5 whether it be for or a- | 


garnſt 1t, 1s all one. Again, 


We fay 'tisa ſettled Frame of Mind ; 
that ſudden Heats, and Flights of Fan- 
cy, and bold Pretences to great Famili- | 
arittes and [timaces with God, ex- | 
preſs'd in long and warm Drſconrſes 
with him, accompanied with Melting 
Accents, an eaſy Flow of Words, and Ge- 
ſtures full of Ecſtacy and Rapture, and 
it may be Tears too, that fuch F3ts as 
theſe may not be taken for Devotion. 


If a Long Prayer would beſpeak a | 


Man Devout, then the Phariſees were | 


{o; who yet, as ſoon as Grace was ſay'd, 
Devour'd the . Houſes of the Widow, | 
and were, in our Lord's own-Judgment, 

the very worſt of Men. And as for 
the other Ornaments of Devotion, they 
are partly Nature and partly Art, for 
which Men are beholdey to their Con- 
ſtitutions, and to frequent Uſe afd Prac- 
tice ; and there are abundance of In- 
ſtances 


/ 
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ſtances of very bad Men, who have 


# Pray'd like Angels, when, at the ame 
& time, they were carrying on the moſt 


Helliſh Practices, 


Warmth and Fervonr relating to 
things Sacred, no doubt does highly be- 
come us, and will be in fome meaſyre 
where true Devotion 1s, and tis what 
we are now perſwading to ; and no- 


| thing in the World can be more apt to 


excite it, nor deſerve it more, than the 
wondrous things of our moſt excellent 
Religion. But then it ought to \be 
confider'd,that even th:s 15 not Devotion, 
but only an Attendant of it, a Bodily 
Paſtion that is ſtirr'd up by it ; altho' 
it nay, and does reaF# upon the Mind, 


J and heigthen and encreaſe that which 
q 35 truly fo. 


Thus the Fire that is brought to the 
Altar, firſt ekindles the matter to which 
it 15 apply'd ; but then, that again adds 
Strength to the Elame, and-- makes. it 
more vigorous and bright, tall the Sa- 
crifice becomes a mbole Burnt-offerizeg. 


All 
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All Tempers are not alike, nor are 
the beſt always equally in Txme 5 ſome 
are {0 Cooland Quret, that nothing can 
Warm 'em to any fort of Paſlion ; o- 
thers, on the contrary, immediately ſet 
on fire by every thing. In ſome the 
prevailing Mixture is Heavy, Melancho- 
Iy, and others are Lively, Brisk, and 
Forward, which muſt needs cauſe great 
Variety in Mens outward Expreſfons of 
Religion ; + but to draw Concluſions 
from hence, as tothe Inward Diſpoſiti- 
on of their Souls, 15 of very Dangerous 
Conſequence. | 


This indeed may be faid, that thoſe 
who are naturally Warm in every thing 
elſe, as. young Perſons generally are, 
'tts an Ill fign, 1f they are not ſo in 
Religion too ;, and the Colder a Man's 
Temper and Conſtitution 'is, the more 
ought he to endeavour to Chate, and 
Warm, and. Infpirit it, that he may 
proceed - more chearfully and teelingly 
in his Religions Duties. But after all, 
Senſitive Paſſions, ar'the Ferment of . 
our Blood and Spirits muſt not be call'd 


Devotion 
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Derotion, which, as was faid, is a Dz- 
vine God-like Temper of Mind, and en- 


| tire Reſignation of our whole ſelves 


to God, in the midſt of our cooleſt 
Thoughts and calm Deliberation, nay 
of our greateſt Aridites and Dejettiors 
of Spirit. In ſhort, as an excellent Au- 


thor neatly expreſſes it, 1t does mot Dr. Scot: 
come and go like the Colours of a Bluſh- 


ing Face, but is the natural and true 


Compl Aion of the Soul. 


The Laſt Part of the Deſcription of 
True Devotion wich I gave, tells us, 
That the Service it pays to God 1s in the 


Way that he has direFed, and in a man- 


ner gar fo the Divine Nature, and 
OKr OWN. 


By this is excluded, in the firſt Place, _ 
all Syperſtstions Expreſſions of Religion, 


ſuch as the Roman Fopperies we mert- 


tion'd before. For tho” outward Re- 
verence be highly becoming inall Re- 
ligious Exerci ies, of eſpecially in Publick ; 

yet it ſhould be ſuch as is Worthy 0 
God, and may encreaſe, as well as —_ s, 


| | :the Devotion of our Minds ; that ſo 


D we 
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we may Gloriſie the Infinite Majeſty of 
Heaven both with our Bodies and our 
Spirits, which are his. 


- , Now God is a Spirit ; and Man, -1s 
Rationzl, and his Creature; and there- 
fore his Devotion .and -his Worſhip 
ſhould be Rational and Mazrly, in Spirit 
and in Truth ; Sincere, and iſſuing 
from his'very Soul, as touch'd with the 
moſt Aweful Sence of the Infirffte Ex- 
cellency of God, and the vaſt Diſtance 
of even the nobleſt Creatures from 
Him ; eſpecially of a vile ungrateful 
Sinner, who is the Object of his An- 
ger and Hate, and ſhould therefore 
humble himſelf to the very Duſt be- 
fore him, and be fill d with deep Im- 
preſſons of Shame and Selt-abhorrence 
in all his Addreſſes to him. Which 
yet, the Wondrous Expreſſions of his 
Love to Mankind, in our Redemption 
by the - Blood of Jeſus, ſhould clear 
up into Praiſe, and Joy, and Love, and 
higheſt Adniration at that which paſſes 
Knowledge. | 


But 
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p But for a Chriſtian ſo far to conſult 
s the Aﬀecting of his Sexſes 1n Religious 
Worthip, whether by a_ maltitude of 
: glittering Ceremonies, by Bodily Pain 
- | or Pleaſare, or any thing of thzs Nature, 
P | as that he can attend to little elſe ; I 
# | can't but think to be a very odd fort of 
& | a Devotion, and ſuch as betrays un- 
e || worthy Apprehenſions of the Drvize 
- | Nature, in thinking he will be pleaſed 
e | with ſach Performances ; and no leſs 
n | of our own, when we place our Deve- 
il FF #0 1n them. | 


e And no leſs unworthy of God, and * 
>- | unbecoming our ſelves, is the other 
1- || Extreme, of rejeZig all Order and De- 
- cency in Religious Exerciles. 


1s It deprives him of that Publick Ho- 
n | nour and Homage, which *tis. fit the 
ar | Lord of Heaven and Earth ſhould re- 
id £0 ceive from his Creatures and his Vaſ= 
es | fals; and quite takes away all Face of 
| Religion out of the World : Which 

yet, when in Conjunction with the 
ut £ Religion of the Mind, he has often 
D 2 declar'd 
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declar d himſelf well pleasd with ; and 
expreſly commanded his Peculiar Peo- 
ple to pay him, and was their DireCtor 
in the manner how, and never has for- 


bid to any ſince. 


And nothing certainly more unbe- 
coming 5, poor Sinful Duſt and Aſhes ! 
and who had been-extremely nuſerable, 
but that the Mercies. of our God were 
Infinite nothing more unbecoming 
us in our Addrefles to him, eſpecially 
in Publick, than to confme within our 
Breaſts the Sence we have either of his 

Majeſty or of his Mercy. 


Rather with all humble Poſtures of 
our Bodies, and grateful Expreſſions of 
our Lips, ſhould we declare to all the 
World, and glad of' an Opportunity to 
do ſo, that there 1s an Infinitely Excel- 
lent, tho' to us Inviſible, Being, to 
whom we owe all that we are, and 
Have, and hope for, and to whom all 
poſhble Adoration and Praiſe is due. 


\_ And till of late, this was the Sence 
and Practice of all the World. But 
one 
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one Extreme generally produces ano- 
ther ; and too ch of outward Reli- 
gion in ſome, has been the occaſion of 
none at all in others: Both equally un- 
reaſonable, and far from true Devotion, 


As for Familiarities and [ntimacies 
with God, they are likewiſe utterly 
condemn'd for the ſame Reaſons as be- 
fore, being only an Argument of Mens. 
unmeaſurable Boldneſs and Confidence, 
and that they very little underſtand, or - 
will not underſtand, either God, or 
themſelves. True Devotion, is the 
moſt Humble, Modeſt, Decent thing 
in the World; and is always attended 
with Reverence and Godly Fear. And 
therefore ſuch Men would do well to 
conſider that Paſſage, Luke 13. 25, 26. 
where we find the Door is ſhut upon 
thoſe, who, with great Aſſurance, could 
knock and cry, Drd Lord, open un- 
to us; and plead great Intimacy too, We 
have eat_ and drunk in thy Preſence, 
and thou has taught in onr Sireets ; bat 
ſtill the Door continyes ſhut, and this - 
Killing Anſwer given 'em, Depart 
from me, I know, you, not whence ye are, 
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ye workers of iniquity. And then it fol- 
lows, There ſhall be weeping and gnaſh- 
ing of Teeth, when ye ſhall ſee Abraham, |} 
arid Tac, and Jacob, and all the Pro- 
phets, Perſons peculiarly remarkable for 
their Great Modeſty and Hunnlity, and 
profoundeſt Awe and Dread of the Di- ' 
vine Majeſty, and that tho' the Higheſt 
Favours were ſhown to them by God ; 
when ye ſhall ſee theſe in the King- 
dom of Heaven, who were far ſhort 
of you 1n their Pretences to 1t, and you 
your ſelves thruſt out, as Bold and Con- 
fdent Intruders. 


There is one more Miſtake in this 
matter, which 1t will not be annſs to 
take notice of 5 and that 1s, of thoſe 
who are mightily for Blending Reli- 
gion with common Converſation. putting 
every thing into a Religious Dreſs, and 
make this a great Argument of a De- 
vout and Heavenly Mind. 


Now tho' I readily grant, that where 
there is True _—_—_— innumerable 
Hints and Opportunities will be taken 
to dart up Pzous Thoughts toGod, and 

Holy 
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Holy Aſpirations, and nothing more 
acceptable to him, nor a more becom- 
ng, and gi catefill, and beneficial Em- 
ploymagt-of a Chriſtian's Mind, and 
which I would therefore earneſtly re- 
commend to the Fractice of all good 
People, as the Beginning of their Hea- 
ven upon. Earth : Yet Devotion being 
a Rational thing, all the outward Ex- 
preſſzons of it to Men muſt be guided 
by Diſcretion, and made uſe of only 
in proper Times, and vpon juſt Occa- 
ſion. But now, every Time certainly is 


not proper, nor every Occaſion juſt for. 


things of ſo Sacred a nature as 1s this 
we are ſpeaking of: An at every turn, 
right or wrong, to wedge in a Reli- 
g1ous or Scripture-Sentence, and affect 


to ſpeak nothing but the Language of 


the Temple ; 1s the ready way to cloy 
Men with Religion, and make them 
nauſeate the mot Holy Things. And 
what has ſuch a Tendency as this, 1s a 
Strange kind of Devotion ; very In- 
diſcreet, ; if not much worſe. 


Having thus Confider'd the Deſcrip- 
tion we gave of true Devotion, in Or- 
D'4 der 
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der to the preventing ſeveral great and 
dangerous Miſtakes which are often 
' wade about it ; before I proceed to 


Recommend the Practice -ovþ it to 


young Perſons from the great Benefit 
and Pleaſure that attends it, I can't but 
take notice, how true the Devotion of 
the Church of England 1s ; and how in- 
finitely to blame, and without Excuſe, 


thoſe of her -Commumion are, 1f not 


truly devout. 


Her Dodtine relating to it, is what 
we have now explain'd ; and 'tis foun- 
ded on the Nature of God and the Na- 
ture of Man, conſiſting in what is 
highly agreeable to each, and exclu- 
ding. Mens Private Fancies and. Hu- 
mours, Superſtition and Enthuſiaſm, and 
every thing that 1s. unbefitting either 
God or our ſelves. And as for the 
Manner of expreſſing it, in Private we 


are left to our. Liberty, provided we 
keep within the Bounds. of Decency 


and Reverence. And in P»bl:ck, there 
1s eyery thing that is needful to raiſe. 
and increaſe true Devotion, and-fix it 
upon its due Objedt, and make it ok | 
E 
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like it ſelf ; but nothing to divert the 
Mind from its Holy Employment, and 
divide and weaken 1ts Attention, or 


make it degenerate either into Sordid- 


_neſs and cold Indifferency, or an un- 
bounded Liberty of Expreſhion and Be- 
haviour. 


How few, and how comely are her 
— Ceremonies! Such as an humble Devott- 
on would chooſe, were they not en- 


joyn'd ; ſuch as expreſs with Decency, - 


tho' without Pop, the Inward Senti- 
ments 'of a Przous Mind, and diſtin- 
= onr Religious from Common Aſ- 
emblies, and that's all. So careful is our 
Church not to. give Offence, that altho' 
ſomething -wore of this nature-would 
not be too zmch, yet leſs than ſhe pre- 
ſcribes would be indeed too /zttle. 


Her Service I may truly call Divine 5 


_ It: being, for the main, colleted from 


the Holy Writings ;- and the reſt taken 
out of the beſt Liturgies-of the Pri- 
mitive Church. Compil'd it is with 
excellent Judgment, expreſs'd in plain, 


ſhort 
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ſhort, - but comprehenfive Colledts ; 
with variety enough -to entertain the 
Mind, and prevent "ts tiring ; but not 
ſo much as to ſcatter its Thoughts, and 
tempt it to loſe it ſelf in unprofitable 
Wandrings. And where all we have to 


do is to bear our part in it with all | 


the Warmth and Fervour that we can, 


and to which the Brevity of each patti- 


cular Prayer does very much conduce. 


As for the Myfck of our Church, 
(in Declaiming againſt which, many 
are ſo ſtrangely Religious, .as to place 
a great part of their Devotion and Zeal 
who really are Objects of our Pty as 
well as I:dignation.) no Man can ex- 
preſs to' what a. Pitch it wings Devo- 
tion, what. Holy Flames and Ardors it 
excites; how- it withdraws the. Soul 
from Earth, and mounts it up to Hea- 
ven. Indeed, it gives the. Hicheſ Re- 
liſh to-Religion, and prepares the Mind 
for a due Reception of every thing 
that's good. The Pleaſure it creates 
1s fo Refin'd. and Spiritual, that Fleſh 
and Blood can't bear it long ; but 
faints; and almoſt dies away, as over- 
08 charg'd 
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charg'd -with Heavenly Delight. In 
ſhort, where there 1s never ſo {mall a « 
Spark, either” of Natural or Religious 2 Tim. 1.6, 


Fire, this will Ava#wmpſy, awake and 
blow it up into a vigorous Flame. 


And now 'tis time to recommend 
to young Peoples greateſt Care the. che- 
riſhing, and more ' and more increa- 
ſing that Natural Diſpoſition, which 
they 'generally have to Devotion, from 
the: Confideration of the great Benefit 
and Pleaſure that attends 1 It. 


+ Tobegin with the Latter. And in- 
deed, True Devotion muſt needs be 
extremely Delightful, becauſe the *chief 
Ingredient of it 1s Love. © Tis a wil 
<« ling Dedication of ones.ſelf to God, 
« 2nd a Warith and Feryour' in his Ser- 
<« vice, 'asa Being above all others in- \ 
_ finitely Lovely; and both to onr 
<« ſelves and all the Creation, infinitely 
* kind and $008. 


"Now there is no ) Paſſion i pleaſi! ing 
and delightful to the Soul as Love. 
carries Pleaſure 1 in the very Notion of 

it, 
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It, and all Delight does neceſfarily ſup- 

= it. And therefore, Devotzon and 


leaſure are as Inſeparable as Pleaſure 
and Love. - 


Tndeed by Accident, Love may have 
ſome Mixture in it of Omneaſmeſs; as 
when *'tis plac'd upon an Objeaq empty 
and undeſerving, and which: at length 
does therefore balk and diſappoint the 


Soul; or when the Object lov'd as yet 


can't be enjoy'd, which gives a Daſh 
of Perplexity and Fear. But the Pro- 


per Act of Love 1s Complacency; and 


which, when God 1s the Object, muſt 
needs be Urallayd and Pure. 


When, therefore, a Man has fo 
Lovely an Idea of God, as entirely to 
Devote imfelf to him ;. and finds, that 


' the cloſer he views him, and the more 


he knows of him, the more Beauties 
he ſtill diſcovers, and has his Devo- 
tion:. and Love ſtill more and more en- 
creas'd : How will his Delight Propor- 


_ tionably grow with 'em! How will he 


applaud his happy Choice, and fay with 
the Seraphick Pfalmuſt, One day ie thy 


Court 


» 
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Court is better than a Thouſand ! Eſpeci- 
ally when he reflects, with what Ten- 
derneſs and Erdearment all his Addre(- 
ſes- are receiv'd, and repaid with the 
moſt AﬀecCtionate Returns. No forbid- 
ding State and Pride, no unreaſonable 
Reſerves, nothing that will damp and 


chill the: Votary's Aﬀection; but all the 


Sweetneſs and winning Charms, . that 
are apt to encourage and invite, and 
then to crown the higheſt Pitch of 
"Love. 


' So that Devotion is Love Trium- 
phant ; tis both Deſire and PFruition : 
_ Defire. that 1s ſure of Swcceſs, and Fru- 
ition that fully fatisfies, but never cloys. 
And ' were the Object is ſo infinitely 
lovely, the Love ſo entire, ſo pure, 
ſo reciprocal, and. the 'Enjoyment fo 
compleat ; How truly Heavenly muſt 
the Pleaſure be ! For what are the Feli- 
Cities of that Glorious Place, but the Re- 
ſalt of Devotion and Love ! So true is 
that of Holy David,  Delzght thy ſelf m 
the Lord, and. he ſhall give thee the De- 
frresof thine Heart. Pſ. 37. 4- 


But 
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But, Secondly, the Benefit of a De- 
vout Temper of Mind 1s as great as the 
Pleaſzre of it 3 and that, 


Firſt, Becauſe 'tis ſo delightful. No 
doubt but whatever will fix - and root 
Religion in the Soul, and make a Chri- 
ſttan ſiedfaſt and unmoveable in it, al- 
ways abounding in the Work, of our Lord, 
ought to be eſteem'd as highly Bene- 
ficial ; but now, nothing more cer- 
tain to do that, than the Pleaſure and: 


| Satisfaction we receive from 1t ; when 


we find by our own happy Experience 
at preſent,” that our Pious Labours are 
rot in vain; and are aflurd, that the 
delight we zow have in Religion, tho' 
it be very great, 1s but as the: Firſt 
Fruits of the full Plenteous Harveſt of 
Happineſs, which we: ſhall reap from 
it to all Etenity in the Kingdom of 
God. E2 
Devotion therefore making Rehi- 
c10n ſo delightful, will make 1t Jaft:rg 
too ; -and when 1ts Pleaſures have been 
ſo fully taſted by us, that the divine 
Reliſh of them 1s quick and lively up- 
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on our Spirits, all Attempts to remove 
us from it, will be as ineffectual, as the 
Daſhes of a Wave againſt a Rock. 


But further : This devout Temper of 
Mind is highly Beneficial to us, becauſe 
tis the Living Fountain under God,of 
every good Thought, and Word, and 
Work. It warms the Heart with Sera- 
phick Aﬀections, ſendsup Heavenly Brea- 
things and ' Aſpirations. *to God, and 
fills the Mouth with Hallelaja's. It fur- 
niſhes the Cloſet and the Church with 
Prayer and Praiſe, and joins us to the 
Angelick Choir above. "Tis this ſup- 
plies the Pemitent with - Groans that 
can't be utter'd ; with Holy Sighs and 
Tears, and lays him proſtrate in the 
Duſt ; and then railes him up to 
New and Heavenly Life. This tis en- 
kindles Zeal for the Glory of our Be- 
loved, and engages our beſt Endea- 
vours to promote the Intereſt: of his 
Kingdom. In fine, this 1s the Life and 
Spirit of 'Religton, and derives it ſelf 
from no leſs Principle than the _ 


42 


43 


Advice toYoung Gentlemen 


of God. He is the great Firſt Mover, 
and this his Powerful Inſtrument. 


' $o that the Devout Perſon 1s truly 
map ds Colw, rightly prepared and 
diſpos'd: to Eternal, Life, and has the 
Seed of God abiding in him ; that bleſ- 
ſed Principle of Spiritual Growth and 
Improvement, which will in due time : 
exert 1t 3 ol he -0_ by 7; __ 
ure of the Stathre of the fulneſs of Chriſt, 
jo 4 throughly her} and Os 
to every.Good Work, 


Nothing therefore is of greater Con- 
ſequence to all People, but more eſpe- 


_ cially to thoſe who are beginning their 


Chriſtian Courſe,.than by forming in 
their Minds true Apprehenfions of God 
and Religion, and a frequent Retreat 
from the World, ſpent in Meditatiori 
and Prayer, and Converſation with 


Books of Piety. and Practical Religion 


to-preſerve and encreaſe fuch a truly 
Devotional Temper of: Mind, as will 
make 'em purſue with Life - and Spirit 
the great Buſineſs of their Salvation. 


The 
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B UT, leſt Warmth of Temper alone 
ſhould be taken for Piety and De- 
votion, ( as it too often is ) .and Re- 
_—_ by this means, degenerate into 

Iypocriſze, and outward Shew, and be- . 
come Wordly and Deſigning, or at beſt 
humourſome and uncertain; 'tis high- 
ly needful to adviſe Young Perſons, 
carefully to take heed of Ioſeneerity 
That their Aﬀection to Religion be True - 
and Hgarty, fix'd and deep Rooted in 
their very Soxls, and not made up of 
ſudden Flaſhes of Paſſion, and a few 
Fits of natural Enthuſiaſm, which are 
often made uſe of to the worſt of Pure 
poſes. - | | "I 


And, firſt, in General, let them con- 
fider, That whoever is Religious 1n- 
deed, his Aim and Deſign in the Prac- 

ED | E fice . 


Which i, was defign'd : 
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tice of Religion, is ſincerely the ſame 
with that of -onr Lord in Teaching it ; 
which was no other, than to Advance 
God's Honour, in the preſent and eter- 
nal Happineſs of - Mankind : By ma- 


king them. Holier and Bettet, to ren- 


der their Lives eaſy and comfortable 


while upon Earth ; and capacitate 'em 


for the Happineſs of Heaven, when this 
ſhort Life ſhall end. Thus the be ys 
2 Tit. 11. @&*c. The Grace God 
that bringeth Salvation to all Men hath 
appear d, teaching us, that denying On- 
godliweſs and Worldly Laſts, we ' ſhould 


be Soberly, Righteouſh; and Godly, in 


 #his preſent ' World - poking for #hat 


Bhfed Hope, and the Gtarion; Appear- 


"ing of the great God: and} our. roy Jes 


ſus Chriſt, who gave: himſelf for yp, that 
he on aa redeem: - from alt. ay, and and. 
ns 


| ew, elf a Peculiar 


HS of good FOrRS. 


For this poſs then, our Holy: 


Religion was taught us by the Son of 
_ God; and Tine Religion, no doubt, 


will efeually bring- to- pai that for 
bn And he.that 


1s 


*"— 
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the defign'd Effect may throughly be 


wrought upon him; in full perfwaſion, - 
. that unleſs; 


it -1s fo, his Pretences. to 
Chriſtianity, however 'warm an@' for- 
ward they may be, will ſignify nothing ; 
and he muſt never -expe& to be really 
Happy here, or to give a good Ac- 
count of himſelf at the day of Judg- 
ment, 


And conſequently, his great Care is 
to be Maſter of the Power and S#b- 


flance of Religion, without which, ' 


the Form of it, tho' managd with ne-. 
ver fo tnuch Decericy, and Conftancy, 
and ſeeming Zeal and Earneſtnefs,” 1s 
really but a Piece of Mzzzckry, a Holy 
Stage-play, an excellent Part Ated by 
an Ill Man in Maſquerade. Which tho' 
perform'd never ſo much to the Life, 
1s ſtill without Realty ; and- therefore 


indeed puts an Abuſe upon. Religion, 


and robs God of his Honour, de- 
feats'all-his Gracious Intentions fo our 


Happineſs, and *will be very Tragical 


in the Concluſion, | 
Fook E s - - ". This 


is Religious indeed, zr therefore ſo, that 


"* 


POR 
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This in General. "Brit more particu- 


larly, in the firſtPlace, Let young Peo- 
. ple have a care of putting on Religi-. 
on, .cither as a thing of Geſtox: only, 
an -Ornamental - Dreſs.” to recommend 


them to. the Good Eſteem of . the 
World, and get them Reputation ; or 


' to bring on Buſineſs and Preferment ; 


Math, 6.'2. 


.or, which b {till worſe, as a Cover to 


vile Practices, which muſt be diſguis'd 
before they can be put in excution. | 


- -If only the fiſt of theſe be'a Man's 
End in his Religion, our Saviour af- © 
ſure us, He has his reward: a few. em- 
pty Commendations will be all his Re- 


-COMPENCE. 


But what a ſtrange Religion -is he 


of, who values the Praiſe of Men, more 


than the Applauſes of his own Con- 


\ ſcience, and the Praiſe of God! Our 


Lord's Directions are quite otherwiſe. 


Thox, ſays he; to every one. of his 


Diſciples, ſhalt not be as the Hypocrites 


Sincerity be mingled with all thy Re- 
_ HORDE  bgious- 


are, ( whoſe Charafter we have, Mat- 


thew 6.) Take heed, let Secrefie and 
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ligious Performances, . (which ' is. the 
Sum.of what: 1s there diſiver'd in this 
matter) and then, Thy Father which 
ſeeth PL ſeFet ſpall reward thee openly; 


Bat 3f he further def 1ens it, as an In-. 
Oa——_ of Wordly Gain and Ad- 
vancement, or a Diſguiſe for thoſe 11! 
Methods which he intends to take in 
order. to them, this 1s rank Hipocriſie - 
indeed. And not only the Phariſees of 
Old, but very many fince, have ruin'd 
Kingdoms, as. well as private Perſons, 
by. Prayer and Faſting, and the Sem- 
blance of an extraordinary Devotion. 
In ſhort, he whoſe Religion is not at. 
leaſt as great in ſecret, in his'Cloſet 
and his Bed, when only God can fee 
it, as | *tis in- Publick, when in the 
Eye of Men, ought to look upon hin. 

I flf as a Dieſſmblergin it ; eſpecially if 
| Gaz be his Godlmeſs, and Religion 
; | only*made uſe = as a Hook to draw 

it to him, | 


" Secollyy) Let the exploying our 
[za about- the Crcumſtantialy of Reli- 
Th _ _y be carefully avoided, ( whe- 
| >= £ ther 
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ther in obſerving or not obſerving;/'em 
is all one, as was touched before ) 
when we neglect, and it may be vio- 
late, the Greateſt Dutzes of it? 


For can any Man be fo weak as to - 
believe,..that the obſerving or not ob- 
ſerving. ſuch and ſych Modes of Wor- 
ſhip, can cleanſe the Sorth and make 
it like to God, and fit for Heaven ? 


. They ſerve indeed for Decency, and | 
Order, when uſed with Judgment and 


Moderation ; and ought not to be- 
ſighted and neglefted, when enjoyn'd 
by Lawful Authority ; but. 'tis thoſe 
Duties that will renew vs in the Spirit 
of our Mind, and work our Souls into a 
Divine Frame and Temper, which 


ſhould be a Chriſtian's chief Care to 


praftiſe in Sincerity of Heart. 


. Was it not Gro Hypocrifie in the 
Phariſees, to be more careful and dili- 


: gent in Titheing Mint and Cummin, and. 


Axniſe ;, wn their Waſhings and Faſtings, 


| and Attendance at. the Publick Offices 


in the Temple, and the like; than in 
performing the weighteſt matters ef the 
LAW, 


=] 
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Law, Juſtice, Mercy, and Fidelity; nay, 


indeed to At quite contrary to ther? 


Would not the cleanſing thetnſelves 
from Extortion and Exceſs have been 
a mucl more becoming Employment 
for them, than to be always taken up 


with waſhing thelr Hands and” their 


Garments, and Scoring the Cup uÞd the 


Platter 2 Theſe things ought ye to have 
done, fays our Lord, and not to have 


left the other undone. 
| Let bs beware therefore of Depend- 


ing too rhuch upon our being of this 
or that Party, for 6r againſt ſuch and 


| ſuch Cerettwonies, going fo oftet to 


Prayers, hearing ſo many Setmiotis, 


and the like : For 'tis not this that will 


ſtand vs in any ſtead, ntileſs we fol- 


low the Example sf the Holy Jeſus, 
walk as he walkd. 2rid adorn our Souls 


with the Graces of his moſt excellent 
Religion. And if we ſtill are Envious | 


and nee oh pn. 
fil,” Intemperate and Unchaſte, Unyulſt 
_ and. Uncharitable; and "the like ; and 


find onr (elves very little earcful £6 
AE 7 ERS... 
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mortify theſe! vile Aﬀections, .ſpend- 
ing our Zealand Warmth upon things 
of infinitely leſs Conſequence ; it muſt 
be concluded, that-we are not yet Chri- 
ſtzans in Sincerity. Ouri beſt Perfor- 
mances at this- rate are but as ai-$acri- 
fice without.a Heart, which was always 
eſteem'd-as one of the warſt of Omens, 
and an  Argrunent © of: God O Kin Dif 

pleaſure. ; 


' Thirdly, Tis a A very m- Gn when * 
People ck and chooſe." 'the Inſtances 
of their Obedience to. the Chriſtian 
Law ; and make. Sreat Shew of, and 
Stir about, ſome ParticularDuties which | 
are agrecable to their Natural Temper, 
. and which they have no. Temptation, Or 
it may þe Ability,1to Tfanſgreſs ; and 
all the while cher thimſolves mn 
the Sins they Love and Delight? in, tho! 
never ſo xprally. 6 002 In the 
Goſpel, TSS 


As *; for! Inſtance: : Becauf? a Man's 
Conſtitution inclines "him to be Tem- 
perate and Chaſte, he ſhould therefore 
un the greateſt Part of his Religion | 
in 
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In Chaſtity and Temperance, and in the - 
- mean time allow himfelf”to be Cenſo- 
rious, Malicious, Covetous, Unjuſt, or 
the like ; or, on the Contrary, becauſe 
he 1s honeſt and good- natur'd, tho! 
| he Whores and Drinks, and lives like a 
Brute, yet ſhall imagine he 'may fare 
| well enongh, becauſe he-has no Gall 

_ mn tim, wiſhes no body any Harm, and 

1s no ones Enemy. but his.own. - But 
this is. a Religion of evEry Man's own 
making s, not that which our Saviour 
taught the World; *tis as various as 
Mens Tempers, and at this rate, every 
Man will change his Religion; accord- 
ing to the. Alterations of his Corſtitw- 
tion. Or rather, He: will change» the 
Inſtances of his Tmpiety; for True jeli- 
AN APUENE a $16 pe CI 


Nay; not only © fach and fuck a Con- 
ſtitution, but a vigorons/Health; /anda' 
fall-Fortune, are .neceflary to:theCom-: 
miſſion of ſome Vices: ; andhe,who in. 

a Conſumption of his Body or. Eſtate, 
may paſs for a Man of avery good 
Lite; 5 wy Js when —_— and Plene: 
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of God. He is the great Firſt Mover, 
and this his Powerful Inſtrument. 


So that the Devout Perſon 15 truly 
mp as Colw, rightly prepared and 
ditpos'd to Eternal Lite, and has the 
Seed of God abiding in him ; that bleſ- 
ſed Principle of Spiritual Growth and 
Improvement, which will in due time 
exert it ſelf, till he comes to the mea- 
ſure of the Stature of the fulneſs of Chriſt, 
and is throughly furniſh d and inſtructed 


_ to every Good Work, 


Nothing therefore 1s of greater Con- 
iequence to ail People, bur mote eſjpe- 
cially to thoſe who are beginning their 
Chriſtan Courſe, than by forming in 
their Minds true Apprehenfions of God 
and Religion, and a frequent Retreat 
from the World, ſpent in Meditation 
and Prayer, and Converſation with 
Books of Piety and Practical Religion ; 
to preſerve and encreaſe fuch a truly 
Devotional Temper of: Mind, as will 
make 'em purſue with Life and Spirit 
the great Buſineſs of their Salvation. 


The 


\, | ES | 3" 
m—s A tmwai mis © U) 01000; ©) on &Y ſa, Han A & 


Arrivd to Years of Diſcretion. 


The Fifth Advice. 


B UT, leſt Warmth of Temper aloze 
ſhould be taken for Piety and De- 


y iy necaſul is advitc Young Perſons, 
carefully to take heed of Ieſencerity . 

That their Aﬀection to Religion be True 

and Hygarty, fix'd and deep Rooted in 
E their very Souls, and not made up of 
ſudden Flaſhes of Paſſion, and a few 
Fits of natural Enthuſiaſm, which are 
often made uſe of to the worſt of Pure 


poſes. 


And, firſt, in General, let them con- 
fider, That whoever is Religious 1n- 
deed, his Aim and Deſign in the Prac- 

E 


fice . 
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This in General. But more particu- 
larly, in the firſt Place, Let young Peo- 


ple have a care of putting on Religt- 


Math. 6.'2. 


on, either as a thing of Cuſtoxe only, 
an -Ornamental Dreſs, to recommend 
them to the Good Eſteem of the 
World, and get them Reputation ; or 
to bring on Buſineſs and Preferment ; 
or. which b {till worſe, as a Cover to 
vile PraCftices, which muſt be diſguis'd 
before they can be put in excution. 


If only the firſt of theſe be a Man's 
End in his Religion, our Saviour af- 
ſure us, He has his reward; a few. em- 
pty Commendations wall be all his Re- 
COMPEnce. 


But what a ſtrange Religion - is he 
of, who values the Praiſe of Men, more 
than the Applanſes of his own Con- 


ſcience, and the Praiſe of God! Our 


Lords Directions are quite otherwiſe. 
Thou, ſays he to every one. of his 
Diſciples, ſhalt ot be as the Hypocrites 
are, ( whoſe Charatter we have, Mat- 
thew 6.) Take heed, let Secreſie and 
Sincerity be mingled with all thy Re- 

| | Iigtous 
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I1gious Performances, (which is. the 
Sum of what 1s there diliver'd in this 
matter) and then, Thy Father which 
ſeeth in ſecret ſhall reward thee openly. 


But 1f he further deſigns it as an In- 
ſtrument of Wordly Gain and Ad- 
vancement, or a Diſguiſe for thoſe Il! 
Methods which he intends to take in 
order to them, this is rank Hipocriſie 
indeed. And not only the Phariſees of 
Old, but very many ſince, have ruin'd 
Kingdoms, as well as private Perſons, 
by. Prayer and Faſting, and the Sem- 
blance of an extraordinary Devotion. 
In ſhort, he whoſe Religion is not at 
leaſt as great in ſecret, in his Cloſet 
and his Bed, when only God can ſee 
it, as 'tis 1n- Publick, when in the. 
Eye of Men, ought to look upon hin- 
ſelf as a Dzeſſmblergin it ; eſpecially if 
Gain be his Godlineſs, and Religion 
only*made uſe of as a Hook to draw 
it to him. - .. 


Secondly, Let the employing our 
Zeal about the Circumſtantials of Reli- 
i0N only, be carefully avoided, ( whe- 
E 3 ther 
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ther in obſerving or not obſerving 'em 

1s all one, as was touched before ) 

when we neglect, and it may be vio-. 
late, the Greateſt Dutzes of it: 


For can any Man be ſo weak as to 
believe, . that the obſerving or not ob- 
ſerving ſuch and ſuch Modes of Wor- 
ſhip, can cleanſe the Sonh, and make 
it like to God, and fit for Heaven ? 
They ſerve indeed for Decency and 
Order, when uſed with Judgment and 
Moderation ; and ought not to be 
{ſhghted and neglected, when enjoyn'd 
by Lawful Authority ; but 'tis thoſe 
Duties that will renew vs in the Spirit 
Fark Mind, and work our Souls into a 
Divine Frame and Temper, which 
ſhould be a Chriſtian's chief Care to 
practiſe in Sincerity of Heart. 


Was it not Groff Hypocrifie in the 
Phariſees, to be more careful and dili- 
gent in Titheing Mint and Cummin, and 
Anniſe ;, in their Waſhings and Faſtings, 
| and Attendance at the Publick Offices 
in the Temple, and the like; than in 
perfornung the werghteſt matters of the 


Law, 
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Law, Juſtice, Mercy, and Fidelity ; nay, 
indeed to Act quite contrary to them? 


Would not the cleanſing themſelves 
from Extortion and Exceſs have been 
a mach. more becoming Employment 
for them, than to be always taken up 
with waſhing thelr Hands and their 


Garments, and Sroxrime the Cup und the 


Platter 2 Theſe things ought ye to have 
done, ſays our Lord, and not to have 


left the other undone. 


Let us beware therefore of Depend- 
ing too much upon our being of this 
or that Party, for or againſt ſuch and 


ſuch Ceremonies, going ſo often to 


Prayers, hearing ſo many Sermotis, 
and the like : For 'tis not this that will 
ſtand us in any ſtead, unleſs we fol- 
low the Example of the Holy Jeſus, 
walk as he walk nd adorn our Souls 


with the Graces of his moſt excellent 


Religion. And if we ſtill are Envious 
and Malicious, Furious and Reverge- 
fl,” Intemperate and Unchaſte, Unjuſt 
and Uncharitable, and the like ; and 
find our (elves very little careful to 

E 4 mortify 
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mortify theſe vile Aﬀections, . ſpend- 
ing our Zeal and Warmth upon things 
of infinitely leſs Conſequence ; it muſt 
be concluded, that we are not yet Chri- 
ſtians 1n Sincerity. Our beſt Perfor- 
mances at this rate are but as a -Sacri- 
fice without a Heart, which was always 
eſteem'd as one of the worſt of Oers, 
and an Argnment of God's great Dif- 
pleaſure. 


Thirdly, *Tis a very Ill fign when 
People pick and chooſe the Inſtances 
of their Obedience to. the Chriſtian 
Law ; and make a $reat Shew of, and 
Stir about, ſome Particular Duties which 
are agrecable to their Natural Temper, 
and which they have no Temptation, or 
it may be Abzlity,. to Tranſgreſs ; and 
all the while Indulge themſelves in 
the Sins they Love and Delight in, tho'* 
never ſo expreſly fdrbidden jn the 
Goſpel. o | 


As if, for Inſtance; Becauſe a Man's 
Conſtitution inclines him to be Tem- 
perate and Chaſte, he ſhould therefore 


place the greateſt Part of his Religion 
2 in 
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in Chaſtity and Temperance, and in the - 


mean time allow himſelf to be Cenſo- 
rious, Malicious, Covetous, Unjuſt, or 
the like ; or, on the Contrary, becauſe 
he is honeſt and good naturd, tho' 
he Whores and Drinks, and hves like a 
Brute, yet ſhall imagine he may fare 
well enough, becauſe he has no Gall 
in him, wiſhes no body any Harm, and 
1s no ones Enemy but his own. Bat 
this 1s a Religion of every Man's own 
making, not that which our Saviour 
taught the World ; *tis as various as 
Mens Tempers, and at this rate, every 
Man will change his Religion, accord- 
ing to the Alteratians of his Corſtitu- 
tion. Or rather, He will change the 
Inſtances of his Izp:ety; for True Rgli- 
910N 1s always the ſame. \. £08 


Nay, not only ſuch and ſuch a Con- 
ſtitution, but a vigorous Health, anda 
full Fortune, are neceflary to the Com- 
miſſion of ſome Vices; and#he, who in 
a Conſumption of his Body or Eſtate, 
may paſs for a Man of a very good 


ty 


Life z may yet, when Health and Plen+ 
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ty comes, be quite another fort of a 
Creature. 


But now, True Religon, is a» Onr- 
form State of compleat Virtue ;, that is, 
1s always the ſame in Kid, tho' not in 
Degree. The ſincere Chriſtian, what- 
ever he may do by Surprize of Inad- 
vertency, will not at any time, or in 
any Circumſtances, allow himſelf in 
the Commiſſion of any known Sin- 
ful Aﬀion, or the Neglect of any 
known Duty, kt his Conſtitution or 
his Fortune be what it will. But 
is heartily griev'd, not only for his 
Jims, but for his m—— too, and 
in good earneſt endeavours, in every 
thigg, to preſerve 4 Conſciente void of 
offence both towards God and May. 
Tho' nevertheleſs, the Degrees of his 
Virtue may and will vary, that is, be 
ſometimes more Intenſe, and ſometimes 
more Remiſs, than uſual, as long as he 
continues itythis ſtate of Imperfettion. 


Let every Man therefore have a care 
of a Partial, FHlumonrſome Reli gion 5 
whic 
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which will prove, in the Concluſion, 
to be very little better than none at all. 


And now, having Caution'd Young 
People againſt a Feign'd Hypocritical 
Religion, and ſhewn 'em by what 
Marks 1t may be known ; let me deſire 
= to conſider the Ill Conſequences 
OT 1t. 


And Firſt, as to this World. What- 
ever Advantages 4 Pretended Religio- 
miſt may Propoſe to himſelf, he, for the 
moſt, Fails of them, and is at length 
Detedaed, and found to be what he 15. 
After all the Pains he takes to act his 
Part dextrouſly, and make his Dif- 

iſe fit natural and eaſy ; . after all, 

is Fears of being out, aud letting. his 
Viſour fall, and the continual Reſtraint 
he's fain to put upon his Natural Tem- 
per, denying himſelf many things, 
which otherwiſe he would and night 
enjoy : After all this, which 1s really 
more Trouble than he need be at to be 
a Chriſtian mdeed, ſome unlucky Ac- 
cident or other uſually lays open all. 
Onulucky, did I fay, rather the contrary, 


 Projpe- 
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Proſperons, Hipocrifie being the greateſt 
Curſe that God can Inflift, as confirm- 
ing the Wretch in it, and ſo ſealing 
him up to Deſtruction. 


Ill Praftices can't long be fo con- 


ceal'd, but thatſome body or other will 
find 'em out ; and bad Pradtices, and 
ſanctify'd Pretences agree ſo very Ill, 
that more Notice than ordinary will 
be taken of fo great a Diſcord ; and 
People have a ſtrange Itch of telling to 


one, and then to another, the little 


Miſcarrriages, much more the Crimes, 
_ of ſuch as have the Repute of better 
Men than their Neighbours. 


To be cheated, and it may be r#-: 

:: d, by one whom we took for a Sairt, 
1s extremely ſurprizing; and will raiſe 
Mens Indignation to an extraordinary 
Heigth, and make their Complaints loud 
ul clamorous, and ſo the thing flies 
and ſpreads, and the Man 1s diſcover'd 
to be a Wolf inSheeps Cloathing ; and 
then there's an end of his Gaimmg by 
Is Hypocrifie ; for none buta Fool will 
have to do with a known Cheat, eſpe- 
| cially 
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cially a Religious one. So that Men are 
often r4in'd, rather than advanc'd by 
ſuch Mock-Religion ; and the Praiſe, 
that for a little while attended their 
fair Shews, becomes chang'd into laſt- 
ing Infamy and Contempt. 


But ſuppoſe the Cheat is carry'd on 
ſo artificially, that 'tis not diſcover'dby 
Men, and as to this World the coun- 
terfeit Chriſtian has his End : The poor 
Wretches Condition, as was hinted but 
now, is then but ſo much the worſe, 
and really next to deſperate, with re- 
ſpe&t to the Eternal World which fol- 
lows this. For indeed, Szzcerzty 15 all 
in all ; 'tis that, when all's done, that 
muſt recommend us to the Divine Ac- 
ceptance ; for what 1s there elſe on our 
Part that can do it ? 


How imperfett 1s the Religion of 
both Tables, and that even of the beſt 
and moſt truly good Chriſtian upon 
Earth! How full of Z/ Ingredients too, 
thro' the Curruption of ſinful Nature, 
and the Temptations of the Devil! 
How guilty are we all of $25 n— 
rable 
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rable, in all our Relations ; and thoſe 
net of Surprize only and Infirmity, but 
too often with the Conſent of our 
Wills, and that againſt the Ditlwafives' 
of our Reaſon and our Conſcience ! 
For this, in Vertue of Chriſt's Blood, 
Repentance 18 the only Remedy. But 
then, how imperfect even at the belt is 
that ! So that unleſs the Szzcerity of our 
Religion might be accepted 1nſtead of 
the Perfe&ion of it, what would be- 
come even of the beſt Man living ! 


What have they to truſt to then, 
that have no Sincerity ; who in their 
Intercourſe with God and Man are all 
over a Trick and a Lye? Do they think 
that God can't fee through their Dif- 
guiſe, becauſe, perhaps, Mar could not; 
and that they ſhall paſs undiſcover'd 
into Heaven, becauſe they have the out- 
ward Appearance of a Chriſtian ? But 
'tis the Heart that God regards, the In- 
molt Secrets of which lie always na- 
ked and open to his All-ſeeing Eye ; 
and to whom the faireſt Pretences 
imaginable will frgnify nothing, with- 


woah. As oy 
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out Truth in the Inward Parts, as the Pfal. 51. 6. 
Pſalmiſt expreſles it. 


For other Fatlures, mercifut Allow- 
ances, no queſtion, will be made, by 
him who knows and pities our Infir- 
mities ; but no Excuſe for the want of 
Sincerity : That is Abſolutely requir'd of 
every one of us, as being pertedly in 
our own Power, and without which e- 
very other Act of Religion 15 turn'd 
into a Provocation. 


And if this be true, Lord, What Z8 Job "8 - 
the Hope of the Hyſtocrite 2 as Job ſays. 
Flzs Truſt is as a Spiders webb, and his 
Confidence, if he have any, ſball but 
bring him to the King of Terrors. Fox 
whereon ſhould he ground hs Hopes 2 
On the Merits of our Saviour ? But 
he is no more a Saviour 2 But he 1s. 
no more a Saviour to the Hypocrite, 
than the Hypocrite is a Diſciple and Ser- 
vant of his: He was a Chriſtzar in Name, 
and no more, and Jeſus will be his 
Saviour in name, and no more. And this 
was his conſtant Language, while upon 
Earth, Wo weto you Hypocrites, and "_ 
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call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the 
things that I fay 2 


And if he can't ground his Hopesup- 
on the Merits of our Saviour, where 
can he ground ''em elſe ? 


How neceflary therefore 1s 1t for e- 
very Man, as he hopes to be ſav'd, not 
to reſt in the bare Shew and Profeſſion 
of Chriſtanity, nor vilely make Relt- 
910n an Inſtrument of vain Glory, or a 
Cloak for Wickedneſs ; but reſolve to 
be in his Heart, and in the Sight of 
God, what he apptars to be to Men. 
That he who knowth all things, may 
know that he ſercerely Loves him ; and 
truly endeavours, tho' with great Mix- 
ture of Imperfeqion, to obey and 
ſerve lum, _ 
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a warm and-a ſincere Senſe' of 
Religion 1n young Perſons, which, 


where it is, muſt needs bring Happi-- 


neſs along with it, it will not be amis 


to ſubjoin ſome Cautions againſt a few 


of thoſe Failings and Miſcarriages which 
| they are moſt liable to, and which 
have a very unhappy Influence upon 
the whole Courſe of their Lives. 


And firſt, Let 'em have a care of Reſp- 
eſs, and overhaſty chooſing or act- 
1ng 1n any Inſtance of Moment what- 
ſoever. "That there is. very much of 
this in: the World, eſpecially among 
young People, is paſt a Queſtion ;, and 


duly to Deliberate, tho' in things of: 


Conſequence, 15 look'd upon, and that 
juſtly, in ſach whoſe youthful Heat 
bi: F 1s 


| Aving thus: endeavour'd to {ecur C Advice E. 
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15 not yet cool'd by Age, as an Argu- 
ment of a Perſon of extraordinary 
Hopes : This Prudent Caution, and Se- 
dateneſs of Temper, and wary Manage- 
ment of Afﬀairs, being, for the moſt 
part, the peculiar Glory of the” Hoary 
Headed. And even Theſe muſt and do 
confeſs, That they too often obſerve 
ſome Remains of Juvenile Headineſz in 
their Reſolutions and Choices, and that 
more Coolneſs of Thonght, and cloſer 
Conſideration would have done much 
better. | SPE 


What a Malevolent Influence fuch 
Inconſ1derate Raſhneſs has upon a Man's 
Happineſs, common Obſervation will 
inform us ; and I believe I may fay, 
there is no Man living, that has not 
himſelf fmarted for it, as well as ob- 
ſ{crv'd Multitndes of others to do ſo ; 
and very probably does ſtill, and al- 
ways ſhall feel- the IN On 
of being led by a Headſtrong' I-petws 


of Paſhon, Reſolving and Adin = ON 
the ſudden without Due' Thought 
and Deliberation. = | 


And 
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And indeed, how 'cati. it be other- 
wiſe > How. can Men . expect things 
ſhould ſucceed well. that are done mra 


Heat, not examin'd half through, and . 


fo muſt needs have much more of the 
Venture m 'em, than any reaſonable Se- 
curity of the Event ? 


_-*Tis true, there is ſomething of the 
Venture 'in every thing relating to 
this World, and the moſt cautious wa- 
ry Men may find themſelves miſtaken s 
but then, this makes it ſtill teſs a Won- 
der, that thoſe ſhould fucceed amiſs, 


who ſcarce 'Deliberate at all: And what 


is done at random, 'tis by meer chance 
if it hits well. 


He that Confeders well before he Acts, 
has time to look upon things ffom one 
end to the other, to turn and examine 
'em On every fide, and weigh and 
compare 'em. together, and fo in all 
probability, will make a much better 


_ Choice, than he that chops upon what 
comes next, and gives It but a careleſs. 


paſling Glance, and knows not its Ill 


Qualities till he comes to uſe it ; and 


F-2 {marts 
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ſmarts for his Folly in making ſo ha- 
ſry a Bargain, when 'tis gone too far to 
be recall'd. 


But ſhould a wary Man, after all, take 
wrong Meaſures, and be overſeer, {till he 
has this Comfort, That he did his beſt 
to prevent his being ſo; and may, by 
that very Overſight well obſerv'd and 
improv'd, be the leſs liable to be Im- 
pos'd on for the future. Whereas; 
when a Man reflects that h1s JIl Choice 
was wholly owing to his:Raſbzeſs; that 
if he had deliberated a while, he might 
have done muwch better, and-ſav'd him- 
{elf thoſe Troubles, and Vexations, and 
Entanglements, which now he muſt 
c'en ſubmit to, and rub through as weKx 
as he can : This is a Cutting Thought, 
that will Exaſperate the Mind to great 
degrees of Anguiſh, beyond the Power 
of ordinary Applications to alleviate. 


Now when all this may be -preven- 
ted, and a Man's Mind kept at Eaſe, and 
his Aﬀairs managd happily, at-the 
light expence and little trouble - 'Q 

. ew 
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few-cool Thoughtsz who would not- 
unmediately begin the Experiments d 


| When A, Man firſt begins to be bs 
Omwn Governoyr,every ones £ye-15-upon 
him ; fonge:with. Ill-defign; others with 
Good ; ſome to make a Prey of him, 

others to expoſe and laugh at him ; 

and ſome few others out of 2 kind and 
generous Intention to ſet hwm right 
when he proceeds amils. So that every 
thing that is Dear to a Man, his For- 
tune and his Reputation, His Quiet and 
his Innocence, al/'s very much con- 
cern'd in his prudadt Management of - 
his Aﬀairs at firſt. More than ordinary 
Care therefore. is needful to be taken, 

and more than ordinary CircumſpeCtion, 

when we walk-among(t Precipices, and 
are 11 frequent danger of dropping in- 
to Ruine. 'Tis not our being arriv'd to 
the Years of Diſcretion, but making Due | 
Uſe of that Diſcretion, which beſpeaks 
us Mer ; and this can't be done without 
more than a little Thought and Pro- 
ceeding leiſurely, and making uſe of 
an experienc'd Faithful Gride too, in 
Ways of Difficulty and Danger. And 
T2 na 
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no Man's Circumſtances can look more 
promiſing than his, who calmly makes 
uſe of his owz Underſtanding as far as 
It will dire& him, and then conlults 
wiſer Heads than his own, before he 
engages in any thing of Moment. 
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| The Seventh Advice. 


B UT Secondly, Let all young Per- Advice 7. 
fons beware of Pride and Ambi- 


£108, 


As to the firſt, let 'em conſider, That 
whatever makes Men Proud, 1s origi- 
nally the Blefling of Heaven, beſtow'd 
upon them not for their own Advan- 
tage only, but for that of every one 
elle within the Circle of their Conver- 
ſation. Greatneſs of 2xality ſuppoſe, 
to proteCt and encourage Virtue ; Great- 
neſs of Eſtate to miniſter to others 
Wants ; the Endowments of the Md, 
to qualify for good Government, and 
the Inſtruftion of the Ignorant 1n all 
uſeful Knowledge ; and Boa , to ren» 
der us' the mare acceptable, and en- 
gage our Aﬀettions the more firmly to 

') F 4 - --2 ONE 
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one another, by ſo Serſble an Argu- 
ment. 


Now from this Obſervation, we may 
diſcover bogh the Vileneſs and Folly of 
this great Sin-of Pride, $-8o 


For to begin with Beauty + What can 
be a greater Abuſe of this good Gift of 
God, and filly likewiſe to the laſt de- 
gree, than to be ſo over-opinionated 
of it, as to carry our ſelves high, and 
- ſtately, and flightingly to others ; 'and 
thereby turn ſo engaging a; Motive of 
Mens Love, into an Occaſion of their 
Hatred and Averſron  _ 


And fo, to be Imperious. and Afſu- 
ming,upon account of Birth;Rualzty,or 
Eſ2ate ;, to deſpiſe and trample upon In- 
feriours, .and make uſe of Power 'and 
Weakh only to. exalt our ſelves, and 
depreſs every body elſe: This is not 
only: to run quite. counter to the graci- 
ous Deſign: of our great Benefaftor, but 
is the ready way to make - our ſelves 
the Calamity of Mankind, by the Ill 
uſe of that very Bounty of Heaven, 

| which 
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which, if manag'd as it ſhould be, would 
render us the Bleffed Inſtr uments of 
making all about us Happy. 


And fo for Wit and Parts ; to make 
the Advancement of ones own Reputa- 
tion the cheif Aim, and to pride ones 
ſelf in that, and deſpiſe and expoſe 0- 
thers, inſtead:of inſtructing and zzform- 
ing 'em 3 much more, to corrupt their 
Minds, by inſtiling Falſe Principles and 
Notions iato-:em, - to carry . On. the In- 
trigues Of a, Party, and-raiſe.a, Name 
to our ſelves at the Price of others Ru- 
ine : This i1sHelliſh, indeed, the moſt 
impious Abuſe of ſuch noble Gifts, and 
very like the Deſtructive Pride of Lu- 
cifer himſelf. And 'tis the greateſt Fol- 
ly.toog/ it being the moſt effeftual - way 
utterly to deſtroy that prin tans = ich 
we deſign to raiſes OTC ;: 

12 OY: 
Beſides, great Dif net and Diſcanterit 
muſt needs fill the Breaſt of him, who1s 
ſo exalted in'his,own Imaginatign, and 
yetifinds, or atleaſt thizks he finds, : fo 
little proportionable regard irom every 
body elſe, . And very likely 1 1 may - 
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ſo indeed ; for the more a Man Idolizes 
himſelf, the leſs will he be reſpected 
by others, and really deferves to be fo, 
And if he 1s ſo full of Reſentment, as 
to diſcover it, and the Pride of his 
Heart together ; this makes him ſtill 
more deſpisd, and that vexes and' en- 
rages him ſtill more, till ſomething ve- 
ry Fatal is too often 'in-the Conclu- 
ſion. - ER & 

If the Prond Man is. great and pow- 
erful ; then'Oppreſſion, 'and Tyranny, 
and Revenge, with-'all 'its dire Atten- 
dants: If in a' meaner Condition, then 
Envy and Hate, undermining and 
blaſting others, and all the ſad effedts 
of an exaſperated Spirit. And if any 
mart AﬀMiction befalls ns inſtead: of 
Patience, i Reſignation and:Repentance; 
ngthing.but Rage, and Fary, and wild 
Diſtrattion,, ready to Curſe God and 


dye. 


So highly needful is it for every 
Man to beware of Pride; eſpecially 
thoſe iwhoſe Age and Circumſtances 
render *em moſt in Danger of it, _ 
| a fu 
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4 full Poſſeſſion of what is moſt apt to 
excite 1t. | 


Not but that a young Perfon may 
pleaſe himſelf mn” reflecting upon any 
of his Excellencies and Endowments x 
for who can chooſe but be delighted 
in the Pofiefhon of what 1s good and 
deſirable > But then, God muſt have 
all the Glory, {for of our felves we are, 

_ Rand have zothing) and our Brethren all 
W- Educ benefit and advantage. We muſt not 
Y, be the leſs, but rather the »vore affable 
n- Fand condeſcending ; -and deſpiſe and 
en EE undervalue no Body.: * And 1n ſhort, 
1d NI no other AﬀeRtions muſt be ſuffer'd to 
45 WY ariſe in our own Souls by any / thing 
fy Nl that makes us thus differ from other 
of © Men, than Love and Thankfulneſs to 
e, | our' Dive Benefadtor, and great De- 
Id fires, and frequentRefolutions and Cop- 


id i trivances, of doing: more and re 
00din iam SC ITD T9701 


y Let a Man be-thus diſpe '&, and thus . 
y £ employ'd, and he need nof fear the 
gult of Pride ; tho' ets + 


Advice to Young Gentlemen 


he be very ſenſible, that he 7s mot as 
other Mex are. 


As for Ambition, or eager Aſpiring 
after Greatneſs ; we may conlider, that 
nothing 1s more common , than for 
Men, either to fink in' the - Purſuit of 
It, or to be undone by-its Attainment: 


And indeed, nothing has fill'd Hi- 
ſtory with more Tragic Relations, than 
the Fate of Ambitions Men 4, whole ve- 
ry Methods too, of-razfirg themfelyes, 
have. prov'd at length their Rune. 


Very: often Men - Grp. at that, 
which they can't tell--what:to do with 
when they have it : For every one 
that has Vanity cenough-to, think - fine 
things of himſelf, arid/buftlesmightily 
for an in Employment equal; to his -fanct: 
ed Merit,.15 not-therefore really out out 
for fuch Employtnent: "Somme -make- a 
very Indifferent Figure in hgh Stations, 
_ who look'd; well enough: when more 
within their Element/;, and then, their 
Awkward Management, 'and it may. be 
Enjeficieng, expoſes 'em to ſo much 


Shame 


ag 
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Shame and Contempt, and the Uneafi- 
neſs conſequent upon it, as muſt needs 
deſtroy their Happineſs. 


But make the beſt of the matter, and 
ſuppoſe- Merit, and Ambition, and Sues 
ceſs to go together ; yet ſtill there are 
thoſe, whoſe Minds are as Aſpiring to 
the full, and their Sexſe as great, and 
their Exvy very quick-ſ{ighted, prying 
and inquiſitive, reſtleſs and- contrive- 
ing, ready to catch at and improve eve- 
ry little trip and nuſcarriage : So that 
indeed, . unleſs there be an equal degree 
of Canning mix'd with Ambition, the 
Man need only be left to '/himſelf, to 
do his own Buſineſs. | 


And whenever he begins to decline, 


8 either 1nhis Fortune or his Reputation, 


and comes within their reach, they'll 
not' fail to. lend him their hands to 
bring him ſtill Jower, till they have him 
quite dow7:, and. by trampling upon 
him, raiſe themſelves into his Seat. _, 


- In ſhort, all »Hights are unſafe and 
uneaſy, and few Mens Heads are ſtrong 
F enough 
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enough to bear 'em long; and how mi-| 
ſerable a Fall is from 'em, IT need not 
fay: And therefore to be ſo hot in 
ſcrambling up to 'em, as 'tis ſeldom 7- 
#ocent., {fo is never wiſe. And when 
AlF's done, that's the moſt Laſting and 
beſt Reliſh'd Promotion of any kind 
whatever, which is leaſt of a Man' 
own ſeeking; and comes on by eaſy, 
quiet ſteps. For it has none of thoſe 
Worms at the bottom, which are ge- 
nerally found under Advancements of 
too hafty Growth ; and which never 
fail to eat out their | Heart, and ſoon 
reduce 'em to nothing, 


If God's Providence deſigns a Man'for 
an Eminent Station, he knows which 
way to raiſe him to'it, and will capact- 
tate him for it, and ſet him faſt in it ; 
and we may have obſerv'd; that thoſe 
have been the greateſt Bleſlings both 
to the Church and State, whoſe Pre- 
ferments have How upon 'em with 
.leaft Noife and Flutter. If 


'Tis true, Men ought to have their 
_ Eyes open to ſee the Hand of Provi- 


dence 
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dence in ſuch caſes, and humbly and 
thankfully to be direFed by it, in ma- 
king due uſe of thoſe Opportunities 
that are. put into their Power to Im- 
prove., And 'tis as. true, that what a 
Man may lawfully and honourable re- 
cerve, he may innocently ask for ; and 
to be Above making ary Applications 
towards the bettering ones Circumſtan- 
ces, when there_is juſt occaſion for it, 
is'aSpice of that Haughtineſs of Temper 
we but now condemn'd. But to be eager 
and reſtleſs, and always upon the Hart 
in things of this nature, no Man can 
juſtify, And thoſe Alterations 1n a 
Man's Condition, tho' ſeemingly for 
the better, whach look like the Efle& 
of his own Buſiling and Irportunity, ra- 
ther than the Deſignation of Providence 
(which carries ſufficient Marks alo 

with it whereby. it may be h——— 
{ſeldom prove well in the Conclufron, 
as being, too often, . not right in 
the: Prezczple:;- at leaft, they are not 
ſo: thoroughly happy, 'as thoſe in which 
Providence is. more remarkable than 


any 


T9- 
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any thing beſides; and which are 
therefore quite throughout D:mocert. 


A ſteady Belief of God's difpoling 
all things with Infinite Wiſdom ' and 
Goodneſs ; and a full Perſwafion, that 
what Additions of Worldly Goed, in 
any Inſtance whatever, are fit for us 
to have, we ſhall in due time have 'em; 
together with an InnocentDiligence 1n 
the Station we are in at preſent. ; This 
is the true Temper of a Chriſtian ; and 
that alone which can render Worldly 
Greatneſs Safe and Eajy. 


Thus may we be advanc'd without 
Ambition; and in the midſt of growing 
Honours, preſerve that Calmneſs and 
Indifterency of Soul, which wall inſure 
to us Happineſs, let things go how they 
will : Whereas,on the contrary, a Mind 
High and Aſpiring will make it impoſ- 
ſible for us to Taſte it even in the moſt 
HFlouriſhing Condition, and render the 
Straits and' Negle&ts of Low Circum- 
ſtances utterly intoterable. 


Now 
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Now who would not Infinitely va- 
lue that Temper of Mind, and earneſt- 
ly endeavour after it, eſpecially in ſo 
fickle a World as this: which will 
make . him happy in any Condition, - 
teach him how to abound Ar) how to ſuf, 
fer want, and in my ſtats therewith to ; .. 
be content £ 


Phil. 4. 17, 
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The Eighth Advice. 


*dvice 8. F'N the next Place, Young Perfons 
TI would be advisd to preſerve their 
Minds free from unclear Thoughts, and 
a too quick Reſentment of things as 


Injuries and' Afﬀronts. 


How very inclinable to both theſe, 
young People are, is too well known ; 
and therefore, their Care and Watch- 
fulneſs ought to be equal to the Daxger. 
They both proceed from that Warmth 

and Sprrit which 1s in vigorous Youth, 
and are conſequently the harder to be a- 
voided, having Nature ſo much of 
their fide, which will make it neceflary 
to uſe the more Diligence, and begin 
betimes, that better Aﬀections may have 
the firſt Poſſeſſron, and Nature become 
mended by Relzgron. 


AS 
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As for the firſt of theſe, the keeping 
the Mind chajfe and pure from the De- 
flement of unclean Thoughts ; beſides 
_ that, 'tis the greateſt Security againſt 
Speaking Filthily, ( the moſt unbecom- 
ing thing in Nature to a yourg Mouth, 
eſpecially that of a Gentleman) and Ac- 
ting {o too ; for out of the abundance 
of the heart the month ſpeaketh, and 
from the heart proceed adulteries and for- 
mications : Belides this, unclean Defires, 
ſhould they proceed no, further, mult 
needs be an unſpeakeable' Plague and 
Diſquiet to the Soul. 


This Impure Paſſion is expreſs'd in 
Scripture, and 1n our common way of 
ſpeaking, by Burning ; becauſe of the 
uncontroulableneſs of it when ſuffer'd to 
get Head, and Impatience of Reſiſtance. 
And therefore, whoever Indulges to 
Thoughts of Uncleanelſs,' ſets his Soul 
on a' Flame; and muſt cither ſuffer 
himſelf to be conſurrd in the Fire, and 
fall a ſhamefyl Vidkim to his Lyſts ; or 
elſe with great Diſquietude reſt 'em, 
and  ftrive againſt an almoſt Remedi- 
leſs Evil, which often grows the (tron- 
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ger for being opposd, and rages the 
more for want of being ſatisfy d. And 
ſo, beſides the guilt of entertaining 
thoſe Impure Defires at firſt,the wretch- 
cd Creature has brought himſelf to this 


uncomfortable Ytreight, either to yerld 


to 'em, and ſuffer himſelf to be wy d 
on whither the Totrent drives, which 
he can't but know, wall upon all Ac- 
counts, bring him to certain Ruine ; or 
elſe muſt ſpend his time 1n the moſt 
uneaſy Emplayment, of checking Im- 
patiently ſtrong Deſires. But now, he 
that has begun to Purity his Soul be- 
times, and nipp'd unchaſte Thoughts in 
their very firſt riſe, and planted Pons 
Meditations in their Room, and 1s 
warm'd with the Fires of an Aﬀectio- 
nate Religion ; beſides tbe Quiet and 
Serenity that attends Innocence, and 
a Converſation with the moſt fall and 
ſatisfying Objects, there 15 this over 


and above, that in this Caſe there is 


no need of curbing and reſtraining our 
Deſires: Devotion and Heavenly Love 
can never burn too bright, nor flame 


too high; the more vigorous they 


grow, the Soul is ſtill the Happier ; 
and Happieſt of all 15 ſhe, when quite 
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overcome with the Divine Flame, and 
made a whole Burnt-offering to God. And 
as for the too quick Reſentment of 
things as Afronts and Injuries ; he that 
is of this Temper, and 1ndulges hinfe]f 
in it, muſt bid Adzer to all Repoſe and 
Quiet. It cannot reaſonably be Expec- 
ted, that every one we - converſe with 
ſhould think as we think, and A as 
we Ac, and make our Intereſt thezrs, 
and jump with us exactly in Diſpoſition 
and Humour; and in all things obſerve 
the Rules of Decency and good Breed- 
ing towards us. Innumerable ti1ings, do 
what we can, will fall out croſs and un- 
towardly ; and the moit noffenſrve 
Perſons, partly thro' Miſtake, partly 
thro' Imprudence, and want of Confi- 
deration, may make ſuch Trips, as if 
Men are refolv'd to catch at every thing, 
may be conſtrued in an ill Senſe, and 
made the Occaſion of a Falling out. 


But then, the Queſtion 1s, Whether 
tis not better, either by taking things 
by. the beſt handle, and putting a fa- 
pourable Interpretation : upon 'erm, or 
elſe quite over/ooking, and, paſſing them 

Tue G 3 by, 
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by, to live in Peace and Quietnefs ; than 


by every fach Accident to be blown 
up into Paſſzon and Fury, and great In- 
decencies, and it may be ſo far tranſ- 
ported as to commit what we ſhall have 
Reaſon to 'repent of as long as we 
Live? For no Man. cin fay befote 
hand, how far his Paſſion ſhall pro- 


Prov.17.14 Ceed. The beginnings of ſtrife, as Solomon 


ſays, being like the letting out of Water, 
very difficult to be ſtop'd again ; and 
from a ſmall RI at firſt, growing into 
an Inundation that bears doin all be- | 
fore 1t. 


It can't be deny'd indeed, but that 


_ ſometimes there will be Juſt Occaſion 


for Reſentment ; and when there 1s ſo, 
neither Reaſon nor Religion does for- 
bid it. But even then, ſome bounds 
muſt be ſet to it ; as Pradence would 
tell us, if there were no ſich thing as 
Chriſtianity. For really, a Man can't 
give his Adyerfſary a greater advantage 
over him, than to heat himſelf ont of 
the uſe of his Reaſon ; he thereby lay- 
ing himſelf quite opez to him, and per- 
fectly betraying himſelf into his Rue 
n 
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| And Fd fain know whether 'tis not 
much better, even in Cafe of a cor- 
federable Imyury, to endeavour to right 
ones felf calmly and quietly, in the 
Methods that Cool Reaſon and Good 
Laws direct; than by following blind 
Paſſzor, and I can't tell what Miſtaken 
Notions of Homour, to be far more In- 
jurious to our ſelves than ever the great- 
eſt Enemy was, that we had yet to deal 
with ? 


What is this but to Puniſh our ſelves 
for other Mens Faults? To make our 
Lives extreamly troublefome and unea- 
| ly, becauſe ſuch a one is proud and 
| haughty, another filly, and unperti- 
nent, a third behaves himſelf rudely 
and like an Ill-bred Clown, and a fourth 
it may be has made too bold with our 
Reputation, and faid things of us 
which he cannot Juſtify 2 And there- 
fore, with great Reaſon, did Solomor 
ſay, The diſcretion of a Man deferreth Prov.1g.11 
his Anger, and it is his Glory fo paſs 
over a Tranſgreſſuon. And in another 


place, He that is ſlow to Anger is of great proy.14.29 
G 4 * Onder- 


Advice to Young Gentlemen 


Underſtanding, but he that is haſty of 
Spirit exalteth Folly. Which wife Ob- 
{crvations I ſhall leave to young Per- 
ſons ſerious Conſideration ; and pro- 
cced to 
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The Ninth Advice, 


Nother piece of Advice which advice g. 


I think very needful to be given 
and obſerv'd, and that 1s relating to 
the common way of Converſation now 
in uſe ; that they would have a 'carc 
of Conforming too much to that ; 
which, for the moſt part, 15 made up 
of Vanity and Cenſure, and a treache- 
rous collecting ſuch Remarks and Obſer- 
vations in one Viſit, as may be matter 
for Invidious Refledjon the next. And 
this is now become an Art, and ſct 
Rules there are of Learnin and Pradti- 
ſing it ; and a great Reflection it 15 
= 0 a Man not nicely to obſerve 'em, 

cially if he tranſgreſſes on the good 
atur'd fide. And to encourage Peo- 
ples Proficiency, thoſe that are moſt 
ready at it, and carry it moſt ſmooth- 


..M 


v9 


Adwice to Youre Gentlemen 


ly on, and with the leaſt ſuſpicion, and 


make moſt uſe of it upon Occaſion, are 
eltcem'd as Perſons of the beſt Breed- 
ing and beſt Senſe, and their Company 
Conrted, as the moſt agreeable and-di- 
verting. | 


This 1s that which we call Glozire 
and Complement Expreſhons of Kindnels 
and Eſteem, without S7zcerityat the bot- 
tom ; when Mens fair ſmooth Beha- 
viour, fet Flouriſhes, great Crvihties, 
ec. 1s nothing but Diifimulation: and 
they are really upon the fpy alt. the 
while, that they may diſcover {fome- 
thing in each others Difcourſe or' Be- 
haviour, whereby they may Expoſe 
one another when there is opportu- 
nity. And this, as a choice Treafure, 
they "lay up ſafely in ther Mem@- 
ries, and bring it out to the next Com- 
pany they are in, and ſhew it with all 
the Advantages that may be, Comment 
and Inlarge upon it, ' and recommend 
it as the Subject of. every ones niceſt 
and moſt critical Remarks, and fo *tis 
handed round. -Which feems to be 
moſt exadtly deſcrib'd by the a 

al. 
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Pſal. 41.6. And if he come to Fa te, he 
ſpeaketh Vanity, his Heart gathereth Ini- 
qiity to it ſelf, and when he goeth abroad 
he telleth it. So that after, all, 'tis an 
Old Faſhion'd Vice, tho' ptobably the 


| World has reftind upont, and im- 


prov'd it, by long Ute and PraGice; 
Wickedneſs, as well as other things, be- 
ing perfected by time. | 


Now that this is really the preſent 
Modiſh way of Converſation , every 
one that knows what Converſation 1s, 
muſt needs be ſenſible. What a World 
of ſeeming Endearment do we meet 
with every-where ? So many Fine Ex- 
preſſions of Mens extraordinary Value, 
Kindneſs and Reſpect, ſuch frequent A{- 
ſtrances of ready Service and Aſſiſtance, 


and the like ; that did thoſe deſerve . 


all this to whom it is given, and thoſe 
that give it ſincerely zzear as they ſpeak, 
we ſhould Have a Heaven upon Earth. 
Such great Deſert and ExceMfency on 


the otte hand, and ſo tmich Benignity 


and Rejoycing in each others Good, 
on the other, would make the World 
a 


Or 
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Company where it may be Acceptable. 
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a Family of Love, and again give Oc- 


cafion to the Wonder and Envy of the || | 
Enemies of our Faith, when they ſhould | 
ſee the Chriſtians ſo entirely love one ano- | 
ther. But what 1s at the Bottom: of all 
this? Why truly, for the moſt part, | - 
either zothing, or what 1s very much 
worſe. *Ti1s either a ſet way of Con- I « 


verſation, made uſe of Indiffexgntly to 
every body, to (hew the Man's Breed- 
7ng, more than his Friendſhip ; and tho' 
there is no Szcerity, there's yet as ht- 
tle Malice in it ; or elſe 'tis deſign'd as 
a Snare, to trepan People into ſuch 
Diſcourſes or Behaviour, as may give 
Occaſion for the expoſing and ridicu- 
ling of them afterwards. And 'tis no 
new thing, for a Man to have as 1// a 
Character in good earreſt given of him, 
and by the ſame Perſon, behind his back ; 


fore his Face. Nay, thoſe very things 
which were then ſpoken well of, and 
it may be deſerv'd 1t , ſhall have quite + 
another Gloſs ſet upon 'em, in thent 


q 
- 
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What more uſual than for People to 
be upon the Pump 1n their Viſits? Ma- 
king uſe of little fly Arts and Fetches, 
to diſcover one anothers Thoughts of 
this or that Perſon, ſuch and ſuch an 
Action or Occurrence, how they are 
inclin'd.in ſuch an Aﬀair, and the like; 
and all this on purpoſe to make 'em the 
Subject of the next Diſcourſe, to diſplay 
their want of Wit, or Breeding, to 
call in queſtion their Prudence, or 
their Principles, and not ſeldom to 
make a breach between Family and Fa- 
mily, Friend and Friend, whoſe good 
Correſpondence, and right Underſtan- 
ding, they before envy'd, and would 
fain deſtroy. 


- And how happy do ſome account 
themſelves; in Plenty of ſuch kind of 
Obſervations! which, to be ſure, ſhall 
loſe nothing 1n their Communicating 
'em to others, nor tail of their _.End 
tor want of any- Additions that are nc- 


,ceflary. Their Company, they think, 


"can't but be very diverting, which 
will make Men fo know! ing in other 
Folks Matters, and furniſh Il! Nature 
with 
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with ſo many choice Topicks for Cen- 
ſure, and Occaſion fo much of a Lanzh. 
And if a loud Whiſper will recom- 
mend any thing of this Nature, and 
make it fly further in the Diſguiſe of 
a Secret ; then it ſhall be diſclos'd with 
(ſeeming Caution as a great Truſt, an 
Argument of the Confidence they have 
in you ; when all ,the while they're 
' upon the watch what your Sentiments 
will be of the matter, and as officioutly 
carry them back to the Party concern'd, 
as they brought their Treacherous Re- 
marks of hizz to you. And thus is the 
Fire of Contention kindled, and that 
too often, beyond all poſhbility of Ex- 
ſtinction. 


That this is no Feign'd Deſcription of 
modern Converſation, I may Appeal to 
any Man's own Obſervation, and to 
very many's PraFice. But now, one 
would wander , what ſhould Incline 
People to it. Whether Pride and En- 
vy, which prompts Men to fink every 
Bodies Reputation but their own; whe- 
ther Malice and Revenge, which takes 
this ſecret undiſcover'd way to return 

' an 
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an Injary ; or that Helliſh Temper of 
doing Miſchief for Miſchiefs ſake, .and 
makmg ſport with ſetting People toge- 
ther by the Ears, and expoſing and de- 
riding one another: Whether all, or 
any thing of this Nature, or whatever 
elſe it is that puts Men upon 1t ; this 
1s certain, -that nothing can be {aid 
In its Juſtification : ; and every one 


condemns it. when h:zſelf 15 concern'd 


in it ; nay, Men can't but have very 
ill Thoughts of ſuch as they know are 
of this vile Temper, altho' not touch'd 
by it themſelves, and tho' the Nawes 
they (bring of-others too,. may be Ac- 
ceptable enough. 


And indeed, there can be no wor:ie 
Ingredients .of Society, than outward 
ſhews of Friendſhip and Endearment, 
where ithere-1s no Scerzty ; eſpecially 
where the moſt Treacherous Obſerva- 
tion of what: may:be to a Man's Preju- 
dice isconcadl'd unger it, and that with 
an Intention of | divulging ls the next 
opportunity. | 


The 


95 
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The end of Society, is mutual Com- 
fort and Aſſiſtance ; in order to which 
'tis neceſſary, that Men heartily deſire 
cach others Good, and endeavour to 

romote it to their Power : > whether 

y Counſel and Advice, or by ſome 
Beneficial Actions, as occaſion ſhall re- 
quire. 


And to this, a Friendly imparting 
one anothers Circumſtances 1s needful, 
ſo far as Prudence will allow; and ſach 
Expreſſions of Kindneſs to each other, 
as may induce ſome reaſonable Aﬀſu- 
rance, of all due and feaſonable Help. 
And this, every Man ( being in ſome 
degree ſenfible of his own Indigence 


and ImperfeCtion ) does naturally ex- 


pe from the Society of others ; and 
it can't but be mighty pleaſing to "him, 
to meet with ſuch, as by the kindneſs 
of their Expreſſions, and endearing 
Behaviour, give him great Reaſon 
to believe, that what Aſfliſtance they 
can give him, when he needs 1t, he 
ſhall have : And nothing is more be- 
coming a Man and a Chriſtian, than 


ſuch a Courteous way of Converſation. . 


And 
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And that nothing might be want- 
ing to compleat the Happineſs of the 
Social Life, God gave to Man the 
Faculty of Speech ; whereby our 
Thoughts and Deſigns, what we wart, 
and what we deſire, might preſently, and 
with eaſe, be made known to one ano- 
ther, and which muſt needs make our 
Intercourſe higly pleaſing, and of great 
Advantage. But then, there muſt be 
Truth and Sincerity in all this,or elſe All's 
ſpoild. For, an outward Shew of 
Friendſhip and Civilty, which 1s either 
nothing but ſhew, or, which 1s Infinite- 
ly worſe, a Cover for Treacherous and 
Baſe Deſigns, does indeed tend to the 
deſtruction of all Society, and makes 
Converſation either the moſt eaſy 
thing in nature, or elſe a'Decoy into the 
worſt of Misfortunes. 


For Men muſt be ſuppos'd, either to 
beheve the'Civilities they recerve from 
one another to be Real and Hearty, or 
| the contrary. If they take them to be 
R-al when they are mot ſo; twill 
prove a very dangerous Miſtake, _ 

all 
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(hall ſee in the Sequel : And if they 
look upon 'em as hollow and deſianing, 
I need not ſay how grating and un- 
welcom they will be, and what unea- 
ſineſs every Man -muſt undergo, that's 
forcd to be continually upon his 
Guard, as in the midſt of Spies, and 
treacherous Obſervers of what-ever 
may tend to his Prejudice. 


What more od1ous to a. Man, than 
that which he knows to be Flattery, and 
the Fawnings and forc'd Smiles of a 
Perfidious Enemy ! To be fain to weigh 
cvery word before one dares to ſpeak it, 
by no means to venture to be free and 
oper, for fear the Enemy ſhould take Ad- 
vantage by it, but always upon the Re- 
ſerve, full of Care and Circumſpection, 
as in the midſt of Ambuſcades, and 
walking amongſt Boggs and Quagmires. 
This certainly muſt needs make Conver- 
ſation the moſt troubleſome thing in 
the World. A Life led in aDefart would 
be more eligible than ſuch Society as 
this; and the Prophet Jeremy very 
feelingly exprefles his Reſentment of 
it, Ch. 9. Verſe 2. &c. O that I had 
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zn the Wilderneſs, ſays he, a Lodging 
Place, that I might leave my People and 
20 from way Fg they are an Aſſembly of 

Treacherons Men ;, they bend their Tongue 
like their Bow for lyes. Take ye heed eve- 
ry one of his Neighbour (or, a$ in the 
Original, his Friend ) and truſt not 1n 
any Brother ; for every Brother will utterly 
_ ſupplant, and every Neighbour will walk 
with Slanders. They have, (as 'twere 
artificially) TAUGHT their Tonene 
to ſpeak lyes, thive Habitation is in the 
midſt of Deceit. One ſpeaketh peaceably to 
his Neighbour with his Month, bi in his 
Heart he layeth his wait. 


And David thought, he need not 
wiſh worſe g#his moſt Inveterate Ene- 
mes, than that their Table, their Free- 
eſt Converſation, and moſt Intimate 


Society, might become to 'em a Snare yg1.c9.2.. 


and a Trap. 


As for the Baſeneſs, and unhappy 
Conſequences of fach a Treacherous 
Manner of Behaviour ; twill not be a- 
miſs to conſider both a little. 


H 2 With 
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With Reſpett to the Firſt; Friendſhip 
is ſo Sacred a thing, that to Diſſemble 
it for vile Purpoſes, and under its Co- 
ver to play the Devil with one another, 
15 a moſt unpardonable Crime, and like 
Judas's betraying our Saviour with a 
Kiſs. From Carefles and Endearments, 
to proceed immediately to ſpiteful Re- 
flections, Ill-natur'd Cenfures, 'and Po1- 
ſonous Malignant Whiſpers, ſuch as 
will blaſt my Reputation, and blacken 
my good Name, or at leaſt make me 
Rzaiculous, and: the Subject of Mens 
Sport and Laughter : For a Man to 
Dive to the bottom of my Soul, by 
{ly Infinuating Arts, falſe Proteſts of 
Love, and defire of my Happineſs, 
( which Methods are buffgoo ſuccesful 
with thoſe that have more of the Dove 
than Serpert 1n them ) and then expoſe 
me, when ever twill ingratiate him- 
{clf to do ſo: This 1s extremely baſe, 
beyond expreſhon. 


To ſpeak worſe,of ay Man behind 
Iris Back than we would dare to do be- 
fore his Face, 1s certainly a.very pitttt- 
tal unmanly thing ; and to —: 
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Abſent Perſon's Reputation, 1s een as 
bad as to give his body an unexpected 
Treacherous Stab. In 1o nice a Caſe 25s 
a Man's Credit, every one ought to have 
all the Fair Play imaginable; that he 
may be able to defend himſelf, and 
not be inevitably expos'd to all the 
Dirt that every Malictous Pick-thank 
ſhall rake together and throw upon 
him. And in caſe of Natrral Failings 
and Defedts, which are more a Man's 
Misfortune than his Faxlt, to Blazon 
'em about 1s barbar@us and inhumane. 
But all this 1s ſtill much worſe, if we all 
the while hold Fair with the Perſon 
when we ſee him, and. are as obliging 
and complaiſant to him as to any body ' 
elſe. The Conſequences of this deceit- 
ful Fawning Way, are very pernicious 
upon all Accounts. | : 


Indeed , a too obſequious comple- 
mental way of Addreſs, tho' there be 
no 1/1 Deſeens at the bottom, 1s yet too 
often of unhappy Conſequence, eſpe- 


cially to young People. Firſt, becauſe 


tis ſo apt to blind MensEyes as to their 
Failings and ImperfeFions, and to create 
H 3 and 
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and that inſenſibly, ſuch fond Fancies in 
their Heads, as end in intollerable Pride 
and Self-conceit. And therefore, tis 
accounted one of the greateſt Misfor- 
tunes of Perſons of great ality, that 
they can ſeldom meet with thoſe that 
will tell them the Truth; but whatever 
their real Deſerts may be, they are al- 
ways adiird and extold , humour'd 
and comply'd with in every thing, 
their Vices guilded over.with the Arts 
of Flattery, great things ſaid of what de- 
{crves but H-:ttle ; and nothing, of what 
deſerves Reproof, unleſs it be* to hide 
and pall:ate it ; and fo they are drill'd 
on in Ignorance of themſelves, 'till 
Death draws aſide the Curtain, and 
ſhews cm what indeed they are, and 
too often opens a dreadful View of the 
then incorrigible Wickednels, which be- 
tore they took but little notice of, or 
were taught to pride themſelves in, 
as Excellencies and Accompliſhments. 
This is, no doubt, a very Deplorable 
Condition, and many are ſo unhappy 
as to fall into it, thra' the Exceſtve 
Cwilities ( as they are.calld ) of thoſe 
whom they Converſe with. But 'tis a 


ſtrange 
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ſtrange ſort of Crotity that betrays into 
ſuch Fatal Deceptions as theſe ; and 
Plain-dealing, would Men conſider it, 
will prove to be the moſt Obliging 
thing in the World. 

Again, this over- ſmoothneſs of 
Tongue and Carriage, . is apt to make 
an undeſigning Good-natur'd Perſon 
take thoſe for his Friends who are rot 
fo ; and who, though they mean him 
no harm, it may be when they :careſs 
him ſo, yet intend him as little good. 
That is, they have no further Aim or 
Deſign, than to ſhew their Good Breed- 
ing ; and when the Viſit and the Com- 
plement is over, the Friendſhip ends 
with it, and they are as they were be- 
fore. | 


. Butnow, ſuppoſe I ſhould be ſo Cre- 
dulous, as to take all this for Real 
Friendſhip ; and ſhould therefore ac- 
quaint the Man with my Circumſtan- 
ces, whuch are {uch perhaps, as none 
but a Friend indeed ſhould be Acquain- 
ted with,” and defire his Advice and 
Affiſtance : What a Blazk would it be 
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to me to find hz cool, and ſtrange, 
and glad'to ſhift me off, who before 

o full of Erdearment ind Proteſts 
of his readineſs to ſerve me, nay, as 
Importunate, it may be, for an Employ- 
ment, as a poor Wretch that's ready to 
ſtarve for want of one ? 


How would it vex me to have un- 
boſom'd my ſelf to a Fawning Hypo- 
crite ; aAyd to lie at his Mercy for he 
Concealment of what would mightily 
prejudice me, 1f it ſhould be known : 
And inſtead of receiving any Aſſiſtance 
from him, be forc'd to acknowledge 
it as a great Favour, that he does not 
expoſe and ruine me ; nay, find my ſelf 
oblig'd to Buy that Favour, perhaps at 
a.very dear rate! In ſuch a Caſe ( and 
\nch Cafes there have been) what 
ſhould I think of that Glozing way of 
Behaviour which betray'd me into ſuch 
_unhappy Circumſtances ? 


But ſuppoſe this Man of Comple- 
"ment ſhould prove my Eremy at laſt, 
and make an 7 Uſe of my Credulity, 
and Lyre me on to further Confiden- 
CCS 
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ces and Intimacies, on purpoſe to get 
me more certainly into his Clatches ; 
What a Fatal Miſtake ſhould I ther be 
under ! There-15 nothing certainly 
more miſchivous, nor more ##avoida- 
bly fo, than a Comte: feit Friend, who is 
really an Enemy ; nor any thing there- 
| fore of worſe Conſequence, than that 
way of Converſation which is fo apt 
to deceive People in this Matter, and 
incline them to take ſuch Coach int 
their Boſoms. 


Nor 1s it leſ deſtructive of Nergh- 
bourhood and Society. In Converſation, 
eſpecially when as we 'think among(t 
our Friends, we are apt to Indulge to 
an eafie Openneſs and Freedomi ;, the 
kindly Flow of Spirits, ocgafion'd by 
agreeable Company, nlocks an unde- 
| ig 1gning Perſons Breaſt, and ſhews his 

Vind in its Pure Naturals. And this 
indeed it 1s, that gives the true Guſt 
and Reliſh to Society, which preſently 
grows PalFd and Flat, when every 
one's upon the St:ff and theReſtrve. 


But 
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But .now, for a ſly underhand O}- 
ſerver, to feign a Compliance with all 
this, and it may be ſpeak much in 
Commendation of it, and in the mean 
time make it his Buſineſs to Remark 
upon every thing that's ſaid and done, 
and then turn Izformer where-e're he 
goes, and endeavour either to redicule 
his. Company, or ſet them and their 
Neighbours together by the Ears ; this 
Turns Society into a Cruil War, and 
makes Neighbourhood as uneaſy as liv- 
ing upon the Contines of an Enemy. 


And after all, what Advantage has the 
Wretch himſelf, by this Double Treach- 
cry, . of. ſcrewing himſelf Firſt into 
_ this Man's Intimacy by his counterfeit 
Civilities, ,and then into that Man's 
Favour by his Il-natur'd Cenſures and 
Reſleftions upon him 2 What does he 
get by all this, but the loſs of his own 

eputation, as one that delights to make 
Miſchief, a Betrayer of Society, and 
that can afford no Man- a good word, 
and ſometimes 'tis more Fatal to him, 
and engages him in ſuch a way of Juſti- 
fywmg himſelf, as coſts him his Life. 

Which 
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Which brings to my Mind that*Say- 


Ing of David, Pſal. 55. laſt verſe, The 


Deceitful Man, or Treacherous Friend, 
whom he was before complaining of, 
ſhall not live out half his days. 


Wherefore, for a Cloſe of this Advice ; 
tho' I am far from Pleading for the 
zoroſe and rude, yet I can't but think, 
that upon all Accounts 'twould be very 
happy for every one to be as ſparing 
of his Complements as he can, and with 
all as ſparing of his Ceſures, To make 
Truth and Sincerity the Guide of his 
Gyilities, and chooſe, in his Converſa- 
tion, to talk of Things rather than of 
Perſons; and when of Perſons, to ſay 
no worſe of any one behind his Back, 
than he would freely do before his 
Face ; or rather, nothing that 1s I! at 


all, ſince 'tis by no means fair to fix 1ll 


things upon a Man, who is not Preſent 
to make his own Defence. 


And fince, what we have been dif- 
courfing of is brit too much the Breed- 
ing and Accompliſhment, as well as Prac- 
tice 
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tice of the World ; 'twill be our W1{- 
dom:not to be too credulous when fine 
things arc faid to us, and to be as wary 
3s 1s poſhible in our common Inter- 
courſc, that we give no Advantage to 
the Lurking Adverlary : . and Reſerve 
thoſe Freaddlnr » and that Innocent 
Openneſs of Converſation, (which. 1s 
the Lite of Society, as that's the Life 
of Life ) for ſuch as by long Expert- 
CIICC WC hnow to be Tadeed OHY Friends. 


And if to this we add all the Diſ- 
couragement we can to fach whoſe 
trade it is to be Buſy-Bodres, and to 


fetch and carry Stories and Reports, 
not at all to liſten to, or ſhew our 
{elves pleas'd with 'em, but rather Re- 
prove and: Check 'em, and ſhun their: 
Company, and fairly acquaint the Par- 
ties concern'd, how bold ſuch and ſuch 
have been with their Reputation, and 
caution 'em againſt them for the Fu- 
ture z; this would ſoon break the neck 
of this vile Praftice, which is kept up 
by, that Countenance which is given to 
It, and the fatisfadon -too many ſhew 


in hearing others cenſur'd and exposd, 
and 
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and the great Curioſity. they have of 
prying into the Concerns of their 
Neighbours. 


Let us therefore take the Apoſtles 
excellent Advice, and ſtudy to be quiet, , Theſ.4. 
and to do our own Buſineſs ;, to Love one a-'. 
nother without Diſſamnulation ;, to be can- 2 
did in our Cenſures and Interpretations; 
and inall things reſolve to do as we would 
be done by: And then, we ſhall find So* 
ciety, not only more Safe , but really 
more Pleſant and Erdearing, than all 
the Addreſs, and Modiſh Conrtſhips, 
poſſibly can make it. 


Nothing does ſweeter a Diſpolition 
more, than True Religion, and which 
13S All in all; it makes a Man Symcere 
in his Civilities; and from the 
Heart as obliging both in Words and 
Actions, as Truth and Innocence will 
Permit. This 1s true Chriſtian Good 
Breeding ; and whatever 1s zore or 
leſs than this, cometh of Evil. More, 
1s but Fawning and Flattery, and as we 
have ſeen, of- very Dangerous Conſe- 
quence ; and Leſs, is Salvage/and Bru- 


tiſh, 
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tiſh, 'and unbecoming a Man and a 
Chriſtian : He only that keeps the 
Middle Way, is a Man of Temper, and 
fit to be a Friend. 


1c 
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The "Tenth Advice. 


Iil 


ND now, becauſe the Happieſt Advice : -. 


of us all, Toung as well as Old, 
can't but think it very pofiible for the 
Scene to be chang 'd, and it may be ſud- 
denly, and a fad Alteration made in 
our Circumſtances z and the beſt of 
us all muſt Acknowledge ( and the 


better we are, the more readily ſhall 


we do it) that fuch a Change would 
be- no more than we Deſerae : It 
will not be amiſs ſometimes to re- 
mind our ſelves of It, and Arm our 
ſelves before-hand with ſuch Confi- 
derations, as may Enable us to bear 
what Trouble may come upon us, 
as becomes Men and Chriſtians. 


When we are ealy and happy, our 


Thoughts arc our own, and we can . 


with- 
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without Diſturbance weigh and com- 
pare things together ; but when Af- 
fliFion 18 exther actually upon us, or 
very near approaching, the Surprize, 
and Confuſion of Thought that 1s 
causd by it, 1s apt to make us very 


uncapable of thorough Reaſoning. 


and Conſideration. 


The proper Time therefore to 
lay in Arguments againſt immode- 
rate Trouble, and which, by our 
often revolving 'em 1n our Thoughts, 
may make fo laſting an Impreſhon 
as to become our ows, and {ervice- 
able to us upon Occaſion z the Time 
for this ſo Neceflary a Proviſion 1s 
before the Evil Days come. And this 
is fo far from being an ſuitable Em- 
ployment for Young Perſons, that no- 
thing *an be more needful upon all 
Accounts. *Twill be a good Allay 
ſometimes to 'that Levity of Temper, 
which very often proceeds too far, 
and Tranſports 'em to great Irre- 
enlarities, and haſtens Misfortunes 
ſooner than otherwiſe they would 
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come; and 'twill quiet and ſettle 
their Spirits, and induce that Serzouſ- 
meſs of Mind, which 1s neceſfary to 
their ſuccefStul Management of any of 
their Aﬀ/airs, and that Good Counfel 
in any Inſtance, may take place and be 
cttetual. And beſides. if we confider 
how very apt Trouble 1s to riſe to ex- 
ceſſrve degrees, and get too great a 
Head to be: maſter'd by us ; no doubt 
but 'tis our Wiſdom” to make early 
Proviſion againſt it, fuch as both Rea- 
ſon and Religion will plentitully fur- 
niſh us withal ; that ſo thoſe fatal 
Exceſles of Trouble may be prevented, 
which have prov'd to very many the 
Ruine both of Body and Soul. 


And in order to this, let us firſt 
conſider, how wnreaſonable a thing it 
1s to indulge and gre way to Trouble, 
and lay Afﬀiictions fo . extreamly to 
Heart, as we are apt to do, when 
from cate and proſperous Circumſtan- 
ces. we- fall into them. 
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The proper buſineſs of Reaſon, is 
ſo to regulate the Paſſions, as to make 
them ſerviceable, but by no means ſut- 
fer them to be prejudicial to us. Now 
all the Good that Trouble can do a 
Man, when he ſees an Evil approach- 
ing, or feels the preſent Weight. and 
Preſſure of it ; is, that twill rouſe and 
excite his Endeavours to prevent and 
remove 1t ; or, at leaſt, to alleviate, and 
make it more ſupportable. But, when 
inſtead of this, we ſuffer 1t to grow 
ſo much upon us, as either in that de- 
gree tO fink our Spirits, as to make us 
he down under our Burthen as utterly 
without Hope ; or elſe to raiſe 'em to 
the pitch of Frenzy, and engage us in 
Courlſes that are deſperate and wicked: | ; 
| This certainly 1s no hkely way to bring 
| our Troubles'to an end, unleſs 1t be 
| very fatal one. | 


Becauſe a Man has loſt one, or a 
few Bleſlings, therefore to-take no no- 
tice of thoſe vary others that re- 
main z becauſe, in ſome reſpedts, he 

is 
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is leſs happy than he was, therefore 
to reſolve not to be happy at all, and 
give way to a Paſhon, which, he 
knows, will make him very miſera- 
ble : Becauſe his Troubles are great, 
therefore to refuſe to be comforted, 
and muſe continually upon the Dark 
ſide of - his Condition, and make it 
doubly Afiicting by Impatience ; be- 
cauſe the Weight 1s heavy, therefore 
to add to it ſtill more and more, by 
all the Aggravations he can think of : 
To indulge and cheriſh what we com- 
plain of and groan under, and to hug 
Miſery fo cloſe, that neither Reaſon 
nor Religion, God nor Man, ſhall per- 
{wade us to part with it and let it go ; 
to ſuffer neither Time nor Sleep to do 


their proper - Offices, and calm the 


Boilings of our Spirits, but inceſſantly 


add Fuel to that Flame, under the 


Scorchings of which we at the ſame 
time cry out, and which we can't but 


know will at length conſume and 
burn us up. {Let any Man in his Sen- 


ſes ſay, whether this ( which is but 
too much the way of People in Aﬀi- 
I > tion ) 


Advice to Young Gentlemen 


ion) is not againſt all the Reaſon in 
the World. 


Nor 1s it leſs contrary to Relrgion ; 
which conſiſts in nothing more than 
a firm Belief and Truſt in Divine Pro- 
vidence, patient Submiſſhon to God's 
Will, Contempt of the World, and 
careful Imitation of our Lord's Exam- 
ple ; with each of which immoderate 
Trouble 1s utterly inconſiſtent. 


For, Firſt, Who that has a lively 
ttrong Perſwaſion, that a Being infi- 
nitely Wiſe and Good does conſtantly 
rake Care of him, and order all things 
rclating to him ; but will check rather 
than cheriſh the Uneafineſs of his Mind 


under any of hjs Diſpoſals : And how-' 


ever irkſom it may be to him at firſt, 
make 1t his Buſineſs to reconcile him- 
{elf to it, and fully acquieſce in 1t, as 
being the Reſult of Infinite "Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, and therefore for the 
beſt, tho' he can't at all diſcern, per- 
_ at preſent, how it ' ſhould” be 


® 
And 
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And this he will find ſtill greater 
\eaſon to do, when he conliders, 
Fhat as he believes God to be Int- 
nitely Wiſe and Gooa, fo by conſtant 
ſad Experience he finds, that Himſelf 
1s very ſhort-ſighted and 1gnorant , 
fooliſh and wicked ; can ſee but a lic- 
tle way into the Conſequences of 
Things, is very much miſtaken and 
corrupted in his Choices, and would 
be very miſerable, ſhould God beſtow 
upon him every thing that he defires, 
And therefore, tho' ſuch a Loſs, or 
ſach and ſuch an Infliction may at 
| firſt touch him to the very guzck ; 
| yet he quiets all again by confi 1dering, 
| that taking aji things together, 't1s 
what ought to be, and will be for the 
besf, and that Time will evidently de- 
; monſtrate it to be ſo, and that it can- 
not bt be ſo, ſince 'tis order'd by him 
who 1s infinitely Wiſe and Good, and 
withall ſo Powerful , that no Aﬀti- 
F101 can be too great for him to re- 
| move, when his Wiſdom and his- 
Goodneſs ſee it fit to do ſo. 


I 3 _ Infinite 
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Infinite Wiſdow knows beſt whem,, 
and Infinite Goodzefſs will not ſuffer 
it to laſt a Moment longer ; and In- 
finite Power can remove it with a 


Word. 


Again, (as 1s evident at the firſt 
Glance) exceſſive Trouble 1s very un- 
becoming, a Chriſtian, becauſe 'tis ut- 
terly inconſiſtent with Patrerce; which 
is that Temper of Mind', whereby a 
Chriſtian calmly and quietly bears all 
Preſſures, however heavy and affli- 
ting, with entire Snbmiſhon to the 
Divine Will, as being aſſur'd, that 
God's great Defign, tho' by various 
Methods, is to make us compleatly 
happy. He that thus exely behaves 
himſelf under the Diſciphne of Pro- F 
vidence, and will not be tempted to | 
think 111 of God, or Deſert his Service, 
tho' he ſmarts under his Corrections, 
nor take 1! Courſes to remove his 
Trouble ; this is the Patient Chri- 
ſtian : And the more he may be ſer- 
feble of Affliction, in other m— 

enc 
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the greater 1s his Patience, if he thus 
calmly and quietly ſubmits. 


Very remarkable are our Saviour's 
Words to his Apoſtles, when he fore- 
rold them what they ſhould ſuffer for 
his ſake, and fuch as beſpeak this qui- 
et ſubmiſſive Temper to be the Great 

| Security of all our other Duty ; Pof+ tut.21.15. 
ſeſs ye your Souls in Patience. As if 
 K without it evn a Man's dSozl, all the 
Powers of it, not only is Will and 
AﬀeCctions, but his very Underſtanding 
could not . be his own ; but perfectly 
at the Command of any other, who 


-* 


- | could lay more Troubles on him than 

; | he had Patience to bear. And there- 

* | forethe Scripture frequently joins Faith 

; | and Patience together, as each others yeh. s. 12. 
| Mutual Support. -==10. 36. 


And indeed, in a World ſo thick 
{ ſet with Troubles and Vexations, Woe xccl. 2. 1 5. 
: | be to him, as the Wile Man fays, that 
| bas loit Patience ;, and what will he do 
when the Lord ſhall viſct him 2 That 
is, when God ſhall lay any great Ca- 
I 4 lamity 
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NAr19.25, 
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lamity upon him, how will he do to 
bearit, who can bear noting with any 
tolerable Temper, not ſo much as com- 
mon Crofles and Diſappointments |! 


Anciler great Duty ,of our Holy 
Religion, 1s, Contempt of the World ; 


or at lcaſt ſuch an difference to it, as 


that we may hang looſe from things 
below, and employ our chief Care 
and Endeavour, to make {ure of our 
Glorious Reverfion above. Lay rot 
up for your ſelves Treaſures upon Barth, 
ſays our Lord, but in Heaven ; for 
where your Treaſure is, there will your 
Hearts be alſo. What ſhall we think 
then of their Religion, who are ſo in- 
{eparably faſtned to the World in their 
Afﬀections, as not to be able to bear 
any of its Frowns, without an exceſ- 
ſive Concern, as if their whole Hap- 
pincſs was torn from them, and no- 
thing worth their Notice left, to hope 
for or expect! What we lightly e- 
ſteem, we can eaſily part with, and 
live contentedly without ; eſpecially if 
what we value moſt of all, be m"_ 
an 
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and fafe. Tf therefore we had Reli- 
gion enough to fix our Hearts there, 
where our Heavenly Treaſure 1s, and 
ſet a due Eſtimate upon 1t, and belie- 
ved it as certain to the Sincerely Good, 
as it 1s Glorious and Everlaſiizg, and 
look'd upon the World as empty in 
Compariſon and of no Eſteem ; we 
ſhould with much leſs Regrett part 
with the Enjoyments of it than we 
do, and bear its 1ronubles with more 


Sedateneſs and Everineſs of Temper. 


I don't ſay with zo Concern at 
all, for that's Impoſſible ; and du- 
ring our Abode in the ſtate of Mor- 
tality, there are many things ſo ne- 
ceſlary to our Support and Comtort 
in it, that as we may and ought to 
Pray for 'em, and be thankful when 
we receive 'em, ſo may we in Due 


Degree deſire to keep them, and be 


Loath to part with 'em; and when 
they're gone, reſent their Loſs. But 
then, all this muſt be Temper'd 
with fo prevailing a Mixture of Hea- 
venly-mindedneſs, as may ſoon make 
us 
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us loſe our Reſentment of any World- 
ly Crofles, in the cheering Thoughts 
of what a Glorious Reverſcon we have 
11 the Kingdom of God. 


This 1s the True Noble - Spirit of 


Chriſtianity, which makes a Man to 


much Above theſe little things of 


Earth, as to permit no more than a 
Tranſrent Uneaſineſs to aitect- him, at 
the !-)\3 of any of them ; reflecting 
preſently upon tleie Immenſe Trea- 
fares of Eternal Happineſs, which 
are Reſervd in Heaven for Him, 
and which his Comparatively Light 
AfftiFions Here, do only ſerve to 
raiſe his Value of, and increaſe his 
Deſire of enjoying, 


Nothing more demonſtrates the 


Strength and Power of Religion than | 


this, nor does any thing more betray 
the Weakneſs and Infirmity of it than 
the contrary. 


In the Laſt Place, {yn1moderate Trou- 


ble removes a Man to a vaſt diſtance | 


from 
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from the Temper and Example of 
Jeſus our Bleſſed Saviour. 


For if- we enquire how he behav'd 
himſelf under thoſe almoſt continual 
Troubles which he met with, we 
ſhall find no Turbulency of Paffion, 
no Murmurings and Repinings, but 
a quiet Reſignation of Soul, a Calm 
Sedateneſs of Dcmeanour, an entire 
Truſt in God, and an Admirable Cha- 
rity to the worſt of his Enennes. 
This, the Story of his whole Life 
will Witneſs; and when his Days 
rew near their End,, with what in- 
comparable Patience and Submiſtion 
to the Divine Will, did he receive 
the bitter Cup of his approaching 
Sufferings ! 


Father, if it be poſſuble, let this Cup 
paſs from me ;, there are expreſsd the 
Fs Reſentments of relufting Na- 
ture: Nevertheleſs, not as I will, but as 
thou wilt ; there is his entire Ac- 
quneſcence in God's Will concerning 


him. 
And 
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And when he Adcually Suferd what | 


was ſo Dreadful to him in the Ex- 
petation, with what Meck: eſs, and 
Silence, and Wondrous De-cacy, and 
Preſence of Mind did he acmean him- 
felt, and that under the (ſharpeſt At- 
fictions both of Body and Soul ! And 
when, in the nnd{t of his Agomes 
upon the Croſs, he was Barbarouſly 
Inſulted by the Mercileſs Spectators ; 
all they could Provoke him to utter 
was this ſtrangely Good Prayer, Fa- 
#her forgive then, they know 'not what 
they do. 


This is our Lord's Example in this 
matter, and which, in ſome meaſure 
at leaſt, he expects that we ſhould 
 Imitate ; and 'tis a great part of our 
Religion to do ſo. 


But now, if were ſo far from this, 
as to Indulge that Patſion to Exceſs, 
which our Lord's Practice, as well as 
Precept, engages us to keep under 
and Controul ;, if we loſe all Patience 

when 
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| when we're afflited, tho' our Lord 


when he was ſo, was a Perfe&t Lamb; 
if we can bear nothing, when our great 
Maſter with admirable Temper did 
bear fo zmch, and that too, for our 
ſakes, and in our ſtead: If Chriſt and 
Chriſtians are ſo very much unlike in 
this Reſpect, what is their Reli- 
g10n! 


Such Conſiderations as theſe, it 
we £0 no further, will let us ſee both 
how unreaſonable and unchriſtian 2 
thing it 1s, to ſuffker Trouble to pro- 


| ceed without Reſtraint. 


But 'twill not be amiſs to endea- 
vaur to prevent ſo great an Evil, by 
one Reflection more upon the Nature 


and Deſign of all Afiiction ; which 
is intended by God as a Means to 


Cure the Diſeaſes of the Soul, and 
a Fatherly Corre&ion for former 
Faults. 


But now, Exceſſrve Trouble, utter- 
ly hinders the Operation and good 
Ettect, 
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Effect, and turns the Medicine into 
Poiſon, and gentle Chaſtiſement in- 
to Ruine and Deſtruction. A ſtrange 
I! Diſpoſition this! and which we 
can't begin too ſoon to reCtity. 


When the Rod is in the Hand of 
Infinite Love, and Kindneſs infinite- 
ly greater than we bear unto our 
ſelves, proportions the Weight and 
Number of the Strokes ; in the Name 
of God, what Cauſe 1s there for 
fuch great Degrees of Trouble ? 1 
believe there arc but very few fo In- 
tirely Heedleſs of the Methods of 
Divine Providence, as not to have 
Obſerv'd, and to Remember the 
Wondrous' Mixture of God's Good- 
neſs with his Puniſhments; what an 
Aſcendant his Mercy hath had over 
his Juſtice, and how Happily, and 
ſometimes Unexpectedly, he hath 
put an End to his Publick and Private 
Corrections! 


Which of our ſelves have not en- 


joy'd much more of Happineſs than 
we 


= Hoey Pr Pow on, tek wa 


Arriv'd to Years of Diſcretion. 
we have felt of Trouble and Afﬀicti- 


on? And even 2# the midſt of Sorrows Pal. 94-19, 


of our Hearts, how have God's 


Divine Comforts in an unaccountable 
manner Refreſh 4 our Souls ! 


What unthought of Happy Events 
have prevented, or put and to, 
former Misfortunes that have Teatned 
or been upon us; and many things 
brought about by a ſtrange Series of 
00d Providences, which have Sur- 
pPriz:d us into full Happineſs before 
we were aware |! 


Let any Reaſonable Man there. 
fore ſay, whether it is not the Wi- 
{eſt and moſt Chriſtian Courſe, at- 
ter Humbly Acknowledging Ged's 
Hand in every Afﬀiction, and ſearch- 
ing out Diligently for the Cauſe 
of it ; to - endeavour, by ſincere 
Repentance and Amendment, to Cloſe 
with the Gracious Deſign 'of it; and 
{o, either keep it off when it only 
Threatens, or - encline God to Re- 
move it, Ff Actually upon us; and 
then 
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then Buoy up our Spirits in a full 
Perſwaſton that all will end in our 
Good ? 


That . Bleſſed Bemng, who for- 
merly ſo Graciouſly, and Surpriz- 
ingly,  Diverted, or put an End to 
my ally, or others Afﬀictions, 18 
as GodE, and Wiſe, and Powerful as 
ever; why then ſhould I Deſpair 
of the like Mercy again, (tho' I cant 
foreſee 1t may be how 1t ſhould be, ) 
from him who changeth not, and 
can do what he pleaſeth ? 


Prov.18.14 The Spirit of a Man, ſays Solo- 


mon, will ſuſtain his Infirmity ; and 
ſuch Thoughts as theſe will ſuſtain 
the Spirit of a Man, and enable 
him with a Chriſtian Steadineſs of 
Mind, to bear what God ſhall pleaſe 
to lay upon him. But a wounded 
Spirit who can bear! A mind pierc'd 
through with Impatience and Dy- 
truſt of Providence, is it ſelf a Bur- 
then more intollerable than any ©- 
ther Aﬀicion in the World, 


Buf 
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But after all, that what has been al- 
ready ſaid may be throughly effe- 
Ctual, let us not forget to take St. 
Fames's Advice along with us, and 
if any man be afflicted, let him Pray. 
Excellent Advice indeed it is, and 
no greater Conſolation can a wound- 
ed Spirit rpceive, than in Calling upor 
God in the Time of Fer Troable, For 
He is the Fountain of Comfort, and 
the Great Diſpoſer of all Things ; *tis 
His Grace and HolySpirit that muſt 
teach us Reſignation and Submiſh- 
on to His Will; and if we make 
devout Addreſſes to Him, and with a 
calm and even mind await His Let- 


fare; we may in his Good Tims ex- 


pet to ſee our Troubles have a 
appy end: For God will not always 
be Puniſhing, neither keepeth He his 

er for ever, Wheretore to cloſe 
this Advice; ſince there is no Man 
living that is ſecure againſt A4fi;- 
Hon, and Comfort in it is what e- 
very one Deſires; and very few 
when Trouble is actually upon em, 
are either able to give it to theme 
ſelves, or capable of Receiving it from 
Others; 
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Others; T could not but think it, as 
I ſaid, of great Advantage to Young 
Perſons, to furniſh %*:m_ with ſuch 
Conſiderations before-hand, as may. be 
of uſe to prevent excels of Melan- 
cholly and Dejettion, or. any Deſpe. 
7ate and unjuſtifiable Undertakings ; 
and Prepare *em to Comport them- 
ſelves, under the ſevereſt. Diſpenſa- 
tions of Providence, with that pa- 
tience and evexzeſs of Temper, which 
becomes the Reaſoz-of a Man, and 
the Faith of a Chriſtian. 
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The Eleventh Advice, 


Advice 11s Aving in the Foregoing Ad- 


vices endeayour'd. to Prevent 

luch Errors and Miſtakes in Young 
Gentlemens Faith -and Praiiice, as 
they are moſt Apt to fall into, and 
which are of unſpeakable ill Con- 
ſequence; give me leave now to ſup- 
pole, that things haye not been ma- 
| b nag'd 
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nag'd by them as they , ſhould be, 
and ſome of thoſe -many Tempta- 
tions they are ſurrounded with, have 
been too Succeſsful, and: robb*'d %em 
of their Innocence, and engag*d them 
in ſome Courſes that cannot be juſti- 
fied : So that to the former Pre/er- 
vatives, *twill be needful to add ſome 
few. Advices more, . in order to their 
Recovery. | 


And Firſt, let. me earneſtly Re- 
commend to thertra frequent ſerious 
ſelf-Examination ; a Particular enqui- 
ry into their Thoughts, Actions, and 
Diſcourſes, what they are, and have 
been, and whether they are and have 
been as they ſhould be, and to what 
end and Concluſion they tera. 


And this is not only a highly Be- 
zeficial Employment, as we {hall ſee 
by and by, but: 'tis a very Eaſe one 
too ; for there is no Reaſonable Man's 
Memory {o extreamly. treacherous, 
but if duly Confulted, will inform 
Hin of matters of Fa which are His 
Dayty Pra&ice, that is, in the Mair ; 
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for ſome Particulars no doubt may 
eſcape the niceſt Examination. And 
when the enquiry is made, there 1s 
ſomething within that will Accaſe or 
Excuſe, Acquit or Condemn 27me- 
aiately ; and let us ſee the Tendency 


of our Good or Bad AQtions reſpe- 


Qtively, without any Tedions Proceſs, 
or long ſeries of Argumentation. 


For the plain Truth, and which 
we all of us know very well, is in 
ſhort #his. If w&Guide'our ſteps to 
the beſt of our Power and Know- 
ledge by the Rule of Reaſon and 
Religion, and endeavour to follow 
where our Saviour has gone before; 
and are willing to liſten to, and be 
Dire&ed by the Guides that God has 
Provided us when we are at a Loſs, 
or have miſtaken our Path ;-then we 
need not Queſtion but we're in the 
way that Leads to Life and Glory: 
And if we perſift and go on 1n it, [ct 
it be Broad or Narrow, Rough or 
Smooth, upon the Mountains or in 
the Valleys, or the like ; and tho? we 
ſometimes, nay often make a Falſe 
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feep , yet thro? the Merits of our Sa- 
viour, and the Guidance of his Bleſ- 
ſed Spirit, we ſhall at length arrive 
at a Happy Journey's end. ' 


But if on the contrary, we find 
that our Diſpoſitions are earthly, ſer- 
faal, and deviliſh, that we live with- 
out God in the World, are Licentious 


and Unchriftian, dire&ly oppoſite 


to Chriſt's Precept and Example, in 
open Defiance to Religion, or if more 
Fair in outward ſhew, yet withour 
Senceritys Such ways as thefe are 
the ways that lead to Miſery and Rain, 
not only in the World to come, but 
ev'n in this too. And whoever goes 
on in *em without controul, and 
will not be recalPd, will at length, 
and very likely before He 1s aware, 
after all the Misfortunes he has run 
through here, find himſelf a miie- 
rable Inhabitant of the Place prepa- 
red for the Devil and his Angels. 


Now by Frequent Self-Examinati- 
on, I mean no leſs than Dazh ; that 


every Night when we're retir'd from 
| K 3 the 
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the World, and the noiſe and hurry 
of that day's Stage is over, and we 
have taken up our Lodging to Re- 
freſh our ſelves for the next; then, 
as David exprefles it, to commune with 
our own: Hearts in our Chamber and be 
ſti, That is, without- Prejudice or 
Paſſion, to Eonſider quietly and feri- 
ouſly, as in the Preſence of God Om- 
niſcient, who 3s about our Path, and « 
boat our Ped, and ſpyeth out all our ways, 
what-our behaviour that Day actually 
hath been, and what it ſhould have 
been, and Conſequently to. which 
State we have been Travelling, to 
the Kingdom of Life ang Glory, or 
to the Regions of Eternal Death ? 


And this Daily Scrutiny into our 
Lives and Converſations 1s ſo agree- 
able to. Reaſon, that Heathen Philo- 
{ophy did particularly Recommend 
it, and tis one of the Golden Precepts, 
as they are deſeryedly calPd, of the 
School of Pythagoras ; Admit: not ſleep 
to clsfe your eyes, till you have 7840t- 
lefted thrice each ſingle Attion of the 


dsy, and ashd your ſelves ſuch Queſth 


Ons 


* 
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ons 'as theſe. Wherein have I tranſoreſ- 


ſea? What have I done? What Daty 
have I omitted? Run over theſe things, 


beginning at the Firſt, and then, if you .. 


have done ill, be Troubfed ; if well, Re- 
go). . . | 


What can be more excellently {aid 
than this? What more. uſeful Pra- 
ice can there be in this our Pilgri- 
mage, (as the Scripture calls our Lite, 
and really it 1s no other) than at the 
cloſe of 'every Stage thus to look 
back upon our Goings, obſerve where 
we have err'd and wandred, at what 
we ſtumbled” and. fell, upon what 
Motives and Temptations , that ſo 
we may Prevent the next Day the 
miſcarriages of this, ſee our Error 
before it 1s too late, return before we 
have wandred too far, ſet. a greater 


value ppon our -Guides, more heed- 
fully obſerve their DireQtions, and 


be the- more wary and circumſpett 
in our future Journeys, for being ſo 
ealily thrown down , deceived and 
led afide in thoſe that are paſt. How 


mach eaſier is it to RecolleQ& and 


K 4 Amend 
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Amend the miſcarriages of a Day, 
than of Mozths, or Tears * And Con» 
ſequently, how much ſafer is it for 


. every Man thus to Conſider his ways 


whilſt his Memory can tell Him what 
they were, and whilſt tis in. his 
Power with ſo much eaſe to amend 
them if they are amiſs; than to go 
careleſly on, till for want of Examin- 
ing, he takes the Wrong way for the 
Right, gets a habit of going aſtray, 
and {o becomes not ſenſible of his 
Error, till *tis too late to Mend it; 
or at leaſt has wandred fo long, that 
the difficulty of Recovering the 
right way is almoſt Inſuperable ! 


| No better Office certainly, than 
to dire a Stranger in the Road 
that -He ſhould take, to warn Him 
of Dangers that He may meet with 
in it, and to lead Him back and ſet 
Him Right, when He has Toft his 
Way : Eſpecially when He 1s 1n 
Fafte, and Night is coming, on, and 
the Buſineſs | he goes about of great- 
eft Conſequence, © Wane 
6 Now 
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Now nothing can be of greater 
Conſquence than the Journey of a 
Chriſtian through the World ; He 
Travels upon Eternal Life and Death ; 
His Journey is Great, and therefore 
He had need to loſe no Time ; and 
the Night with'every Man 1s com- 
ing on apace, and no Man can tell 
how ſoon it may be Night with Els ; 


Eternal, and will certainly put an 
3 | end to His Journey whenever 1t 0- 
it | vertakes Him, whether it be to Hea- 
e | venor to Hell. And therefore thoſe 

Conſiderations that will ſet us right 

in our way, and expedite our Great 
n | Buſineſs, and help to Condutt us fſafe- 
d | ly to that Happy Place where we 
p all would be, are no doubt well 
tC 


employ'd. 


s But for all this, Young People Pm 
n F afraid will not be very eaſily Per- 
1 | ſuaded to put this Advice in Pra- 
- | Qtice; and therefore the more need 
to preſs it earneſtly upon them. They 

7 | look upon it as a very uncomfortable 
ak_s way 


and*tis a lozg Night tqo, and may be 


/ 
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Way of Travelling, to be ſtill Doute- 
;ng whether they are right or no, 
continually Exquering, and lifPoing 


to every melancholly or defigning 


Perſon, \ that ſhall pretend to ' give 
them better Directions. If now and 
then a miſgiving Thought ariſes, ?cis 
{mother?d preſently by Buſfinefs or 


- Pleaſure'; and when a Guide of Souls 


is met with who Faithfully informs 
them of the way they ought to take, 
tells them they're in the wrong, and 
muſt turn back if they would ſee 
their wiſh'd for Journey's / end, and 
that That Path will lead them to 
their Ruin : They look upon this as 
a Greeting of Courſe from Men of 
their Profeſſion, and make it their 
endeavour to Perſuade Him to go a- 
long with Them, rather than think 
of turning back with Fm. How- 
ever, let Him take his ows Courſe, 
they are reſoly*d {till to follow theirs ; 
*tis the way they have beer us'd to, 
and which offers it {elf readyeſt and 
faireſt to them, and is ſmooth and 
pleaſant, the Entertainment good, 
and moſt of their Friends and Ac- 
quaintance 
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quaintance, it may be, do bear %em 
Company in it; ſo that -yery loath 
they are to make too nice Enquiries, 
left they ſhould be made ſenſible of 
the® neceſſity of Performing ſo un- 
grateful a Task, as with many a 
weary ſtep to beat the Hoof back 
again, and turn their Feet into a 
Track they have no Mind to. 


But in ſhort, would this be Pru- 
dence in our +1 ag, / here: in 
this World And why {hould not 
our Judgment be the ſame with Re- 
ſpeQ to the Other ? 


We need not be told, T ſup- 
pole, that here we are Strangers, 
have no abiding City, but ſeek one to 
come; where when we once Arrive, 


we ſhall be for ever fix'd as in our 


proper Place of Abode, our Home. 


That other World confiſts of Two, 
_ but two States, the one _ 
y Happy, the - other as Infinitely 
Miſerable, Py 

0 
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To theſe two States there are two 
Highways that lead, which tho' 
they meet in a Poznt at the begin- 
ning, yet Widzx Inſenfibly and Fn- 
finitely, and at length, become as 
far diſtant from each other, as Hea- 
ven is fuom Hell, | | 


And therefore in all Reaſon, as our 
Firſt Care ſhould be to ſer our Well, 
{o our #ex:, immediately to turn Back, 
if we perceive that we have gone 
«miſs, For every ſtep that we then 
take, carriga us further and further 
wide from*Hegaven, and nearer ' to 
Deſtruction. 


Well then, if this Daily Self-Ex- 
amination be of ſuch vaſt Confe- 
quence, what ever will make us #zca- 
ru of it,ſhould carefully be avgided, 

articularly Unſeaſonable and Intenipes 
rate Drinking. How can He cloſe his 


Day with ſuch a ſerious Scrwtiny as 


we have now been ſpeaking of, who 
has fteid ſo long at the Wine, as to be 
able to think coherently of _— 
an 
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and who is fitter for a F7olic, or for 
ſleep than  Med:tation? A conſtant 
PraQtice of Night-Revels is upon all 
Accounts a moſt unhappy thing, bur 


. upon: none more ſo than becauſe ir 


unfits a Man for this great Duty; 
whereby He , becomes a Stranger to 
himſelf,and his own Proceedings, and 
that in matters of the greateſt Mo. 
ment ; and all this for a Belly-full 


of Liquor, and empty frothy Mirth. 


| Moderate Wine, and ſcaſonable 


well hich cur Holy ge are Bleſ- 


ſings which our Holy.Re|igion does 
by .no means. Envy uSMCerminly, 
I may enjoy my Friend without for- 
getting my /elf, and have the ſatis- 
tation of others Company, withour 
making my {elf unfit for my ow7. 


And I Queſtion not, but upon try- 
al, any Man will find thoſe Days 


ſpent moſt to his SatisfaCtion, which 


are clos'd with a ſerious RefleQtion 
upon his ways at Night: And all 
that I further deſire of Young Per- 


{ons upon this Particular, is, that 
| | they 


I41 


Advice to Young Gentlemen 


they would immediately try the Ex- 
periment, and beg the Aſſiſtance of 
God in thoſe excellent Words of the 
139 Pſ. ult. Try ms O'God, and ſee the 
grount| of my Heart, Prove me and ex- 
amine. my Thoughts; look well if there 
be any way of wickedneſs 'in me, - and 
lead me"in the may Everlaſting. 


" —_ 
—____ 


—— 


The Twelfth Advice. 


Advice 12, HEN upon {ſuch Enquiry, or 
by the kind Admoaition of 

their Friends, or both, Young Per- 

ſons begin to ſee their Errors ; let 

**m above all things have a care, 

upon any Account whatever, of ſhut- 

ting their Eyes againſt ſuch Con- 
yictions of their own Minds, and of 


being Deaf to good Counſel and Ad- 


vice. That is, let *em beware of 
Stubborneſs and Obſtinasgy, and wilfal 
I2norance, or non-Attention to the 


great Obligations that Religion and 
their 
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their own true Intereſt do lay upon 
them. 


None are ſo Deaf, we ſay, as thoſe 
that wil not Hear; none ſo Pro. 
vokingly Wicked and hard to be Re- 
form'd, as thoſe who Induſtriouſly 
ſet themſelves to keep out any 
Thought that may check them in 
their Carreer, and incline *em to Re 
turn; whom, no Calls will awaken, 
no Argmuente Perſuade ſo much as 
to think of Amendment ; and who 
like the deaf. Adder, ſtop their Ears to 
the voice of the Charmer, charm he 


wever ſo wiſely. 


This fort of Men, think they ſhall 
be undone, if they once give. ear to 
Perſuaſives to. Religion ; that *twill 
Deprive- them of what they eſteem . 
as their. Happineſs, and-draw %em 
into the ſnare of a few deſlignut® Men, 
who will Lord it over their Liberty, 
hamper em with ſevere Impractica- 
ble Rules, turn ?em into Mopes, and 
inſtead of allowing them their for- 
mer Pleaſures, be continually read- 
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ing LeEtures to *em of Self-denyal, 
Mortification, and Repentance, and all 
in 'Hopes of an —_ Reward, no 
Body knows when nor where, And 
becauſe they can't but own, howe- 
ver, that ſomething very powerfully 
moving 1s in ſuch Diſcourſes, ſome- 
thing that touches *em- in an unac- 
countable manner, ev*n forces Ap- 
probation \from them, and as *twere 
Charms *eminto a Compliance ; there- 
fore they*re Reſoly*d chey*l fop their 
Ears, and ſo defeat ther Holy Magic of 
theſe Mercenary Charmers, 


This is that wilful Spiritual Deaf- 
neſs lo often mention'd in Seripture ; 
when, as our Lord. expreſſes it, 
Hearing the Sermons of the. Gol- 
pel, Men hear not, neither do they an- 
. derſiand, (or Attend and Conlider, 
as *tis in the Original) in order to 
their fuitable Prattice; . and there- 
fore He fo often uſeth this Expreſ- 
fion, He that hath ears to hear, let him 
heer. There is likewiſe a wilful 
Blindneſs of the Soul, whereby the 
Scripture Repreſents to us abr 

| ens 


, 
* 
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Mens Diſregarding all Inward Con: 


vidtion of their own Mxds, and keep- 


ing themſelves as Ignorant as they 
can of their Gzilt and of their Daty, 
and the neceſſity of a Reformation ; 
and which is very emphatically ex- 
pom » Mit. 13. 15. This Peoples 

eart is waxed groſs, Emrayuv0n n xa 
Hi4, grown Caloas and Inſenſible, 
thro? an overcharge of the Pleaſures 
of the World, ard - their Ears are 
dull 7 hearing, as before explain'd, 
and their eyes have they closd, *Exau- 
ievozy, they have winkd hard; as we 
ſhut our Eyes haſtily and ſtrongly, 
when we fear the approach of a= 
ny thing offexſive to them ; left at 
any time they ſhould ſee with their Eyes 
#nd heat with their Eaxs, and under ſtan 
with their Heart, and be Converted, and I 
ſbonld heal thems. 


Now the Underſtanding is the Eye 
of the Soal, or that Faculty where- 
by the Mind receives the Light of 
truth - and Knowledge ; of which 
Light there is now, thanks be to 
God, abundant Plenty. ſtream'd 

L down 
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: John 9. down from Him who 1s the 7rae |, 


Lyzht that enlightneth every Man that 
cometh into the World, and which 
whoſoever will receive may enjoy, 
and that according to his fa!l c4- 


pactty, 


But as the Material Light may be | 
intercepted” by the interpoſition of | 
Bodies too cloſe for it' to penetrate, ; 
or, as the Eye may be incapabable 
of receiving ' its Rays, or wilfull 
ſhut and'cloſe it felf,, and deny ad- 
mittance to them, tho? ſhining in full 
{luſtre round about; and upon ei- 
ther of theſe Accounts the Body 
may remain in Darkneſs: So the 
Soul may not enjoy z#s proper Light, 
either thro*the Underſtanding's bein; 
not capable* of receiving it, (whic 
is unavoidable Tgnorance, the caſe of | 
Natural Fools) or elſe for want of a 
due medium, thro' which it may be 
tranſmitted, ſuch as 1s Good and 
Competent 1»ſtrufFion; (which yet, 
it by our own zegleF we- want, we 
cannot plead as an Excuſe) or elſe, 
our Minds' are Ignorant and Dark, 

| becauſe 
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becauſe we wilfully Refeſe to let in 
any Light or Knowledge to them, 
will not adwzit, or attend to any thing 
that would Diſpel thoſe miſts of Er- 
ror and Deluſion, which hang over 
them as a Dark pitchy Cloud : And 
this is a Blindneſs altogether owing 
to. a Mans ſelf, a Rebelling againſt 
the Light, as Job Expreſles it , Fob 


24. I3. - 


| But is it. not ſtrange, that Men 
ſhould ſo delight in this Spiritual 
Windneſs, as to force it upon them» 
elves! That a Rational Creature 
| Fhould. be better pleas'd with the 
Darkneſs and Confuſion of his Under- 
znding, as to the things of Religion 
tho? of all the nobleſt Furniture of 
ur Souls ) than with a Bright, Clear, 
odlike Mind ! Nay, ſo mach better 
leas'd as ftudiouſly to keep out all new 
cceſs of Light, to ſtop up every 4- 
wwe, every Chink and cranny, thro? 
yhich it unawares might fteal into 
tis Soul! This is ſtrange indeed ! 
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more we {ſhall wonder at it, but yet 
it is no News. 


An UOmthinking Life guided by the iſ it 
falſe Lights of Humour and Cuſtom, } b 
every one may obſerve is the Life that I er 
too great numbers of Young Peopk | L 


| lead; and the Krone Truths of Reli-& 


gion, and the obligations they derive w 
upon our Practice, if medled with} be 
at all, *tis but /ehtly and ſuperfici-}ſ| cv 
ally, one Glazce and away, and thenfſſ cx 
all is well, if their Hearts are: bit] be 
Groſs enough to give them no Ut 

ſturbance by ſecrer mi/g#vings, and in 

ward gripes and twinges. | vil 


And what's the Reaſon of all this, de 
but Guilt and the Impurities and De- 
filements of their Souls? To make 
too nice Enquiries into their "_ 
ous Obligations, would be trroub 
ſome they think to. do, and mueh 
more {o When doxe; and therefort 
better be quietly blind and ignorant 
in theſe matters, than to have their 
Eyes opened to behold their miſe 


and ſhame. 
Ligit 
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Light is the great Diſcoverer of 
Unclearnneſs, and ſhews it to be whar 
eff ## zs; and who, that /o beholds it, 
, | but. will for {bame, if nothing elſe, 
t | endeavour to remove it! When the 
Kel Light of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt 
Ml ſpines iz upon the Soul of a Sinner, 
| what ſpemeful Diſcoveries will then 
bil be made! How foal! will it appear 
= even to the wretch Himſelf | How 
nl exceeding vi/e and finful, that which 
tf before was cheriftd as his Darling | 
r 


But ſuch Diſcoveries as theſe the 
$)nner does by - no means Deſire 
ſhould be made; and therefore in- 

SK deed it is, that He excludes this Lrghr. 
This is the Condemnation , ſaith our 
Lord, that Light is come into the 
World, and Men love Darkneſs rather 
thas Light, Tecauſe their Deeds are E- 
vil ; for every one that . doth evil ha- 
teth the Light, neither cometh' to it, 


and Reprov'a, 


L 3 ' There 


left his Deeds ſhould be Diſcover'd ; Joh. 1g. 
| 20, 


2 Cor. 4. 
y 

Rom, 1, 
21. 
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There is ſuch Deformity and 
Ghaſtlineſs in the face of Sin, when 


feen without its Mask in a True 


Light, as muſt needs Create: infinite 
Horror and Awverſion in the Soul : 
Witneſs the Opinion a Dying Sin- 
ner has of it; for then it appears 
to him Naked and without Diſguiſe. 
And therefore, the God of this World, 
that great Deceiver, firſt blinds the 
Minas of thoſe that are Loſt, darkens 
their fooliſh Hearts, as the. Apoſtle 
expreſſes it, and then drills *em on 
from one Vice to another with falſe 
Appearances of Good, that ſo Wick- 
edneſs and Ignorance may quietly 
go hand in hand together. And the 
poor bewitched Creatures are fo 
Pleasd with this infernal State, and 
ſo us'd -to it; that they Conſpire 
with their Deceiver to lengthen out 
this fatal Darkneſs till 1t becomes 
Eternal, £2 SI. 


This is a very diſmal! Condition, 
and into which People are very apt 
> Midas hefnre thev are .avare, and 


which 


Arriv?d to Tears of Diſcretion. 


which we are now endeavouring to 
ſecare Young Perſons from, 'or Re- 
cover *em out of, if betray'd into it; 
and they may know when they are 
ſo, by asking themſelves” ſerioully 
theſe few Queſtions: 


When I feel ſome good Motions 


ſpringing: up in my Mind, in order 
to my leaving ſome 111 Courſes that. 


I am engag'd in, dorwt I preſently 
check *tm, and Divert my Thoughts 
to ſomething elſg ? Fr 


When I have had a Glimps of the 
foulneſs of Sin, and the Mſery that 
will at laſt attend it, by a gleam 
of Light from above ſhot, unexpe- 
Qtedly into my Soul; how have I be- 
haved my felt under ſuch beginnings 
of Conviction? Have I been glad of 
that Diſcovery, and endeavour'd to 
let ſtil ore Light' in, by. opening 


the Eye of my Underſtanding, weigh-, 


ing' and Confidering things more. 
thoroughly than formerly, ſearch- 
ing the Scriptures, Adviſing with 
good Books, and good Men, and 

L 4 Praying 
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Praying God #0 make my Darkneſs to 
be Liokt: or have I not rather been 
in p47 till T had chasd the Light 
away, and skreewd my Soul from its 
unwelcome Rays, by clapping the 
World between, thruſting my felt 
into buſineſs or Compeny, - or any 
thing rhat might keep out ſuch un- 
eaſy Thoughts, as the Diſcovery of 
my inwar Pollutions would raiſe 
within me? And ſpeak fincerely, 
is not a fondneſs for Sin, a ſecret 
Reſolution to continue in it, and a 
fear of being too Powerfully inclin'd 
to mortifie and deſtroy it; is not 
this. at the -bottom of all? 


The Anſwer that every Man's 


own Conſcience will make to theſe 
few Queſtions, will inform him 
whether he is of the Number of 
the ſpiritually Blzzd or not, and who 


beſides are always Deaf, as was faid, 


to what Advices may be given for 
their Recovery. And their Condition 

F "ly to Dephorable (as we ſhall 
ſee prelently) that nothing more near- 
ly concerns every Man than to = 


* 
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his utmoſt endeavours to ſecure him- 
ſelf from it. 


By what has been hitherto ſaid, 
concerning a ſtubborn Obſtinacy in 
wicked Courſes, we ſee the Scrip- 
ture repreſents ſuch Perſons, as ſpi- 
ritually both Deaf and Blind; as is 
the Condition then of thoſe that are 
Natarallyſo, ſuch, tho? infinitely worſe, 
is theirs that are ſo to Religion. And 
'cwill not be amiſs to conſider this 
Repreſentation a little. 


'Tobe Blind is certainly a very great 
Misfortune, and to be Deaf perhaps 
a greater 3 and how helpleſs and dif- 
conſolate the Condition of either is, 
we may 2 little imagine from what 
we have obſerv'd of the Circum- 
ſtancesof each, and from theſe Mens 
own moanings and Complaints. 


Senſes that are fo Recreating, and 
ſo Inftrattive, that convey ſo much 
Pleaſare and fo much Kyxowledge to 
the Soul ; Pleaſure of a Refin'd and 
Spiritual Nature, and — 

tne 
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the moſt neceſſary and Beneficial : 
the loſs of exxher muſt needs make a 
ſtrange alteration in a Man, and be 


an unſpeakable AMiQtion. 


How Deplorable then is the Con- 
dition of thoſe that have loſt *em 
both | Our imagination is quiet Con- 


founded, when we would frame an 


1aea of it. 


Neither to hear, nor to fee, is in 
effect to be out of the World; *tis as 
if a Man ſhould be ſhut up in a 
dark Cave, in the midſt of an un- 
frequented Deſart, without. other 
Company than his own fad Thoughts 
and difmal Reflections. For conti- 
nual Darkneſs, and Silence, and So- 
litude, is the ſad Portion of the both 
Deaf and Blind, tho* in the midſt 
of their neareſt Relations and. beſt 
Friends. 


The loſs of but oe of theſe :no- 
ble Senſes, may be very much made 
P by the free uſe and Enjoyment 
ot the other, together with the cha- 

2”  riabls 
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ritable aſſiſtance of good Perſons who 


enjoy them both. The Eye, by the . 


help of Books and Writing, may 
let in thoſe Diſcourſes to the Mind, 
which us'd to be tranſmitted thro? 
the Ear; and ſigns may keep up 
that Friendly intercourſe and Socie- 
ty, and communicate thoſe Thoughts 
to one (another which us'd to be 
convey.d in Sounds. | 


And the Ear, ſo far as concerns 
the Improvement of the Mind, may 
by others Reading and Diſcourſe 
mightily ſupply our want of Ability 
to Conſult Books our ſelves, Sucl 
ſhifts as theſe, may in ſome meaſurc 
alleviate the Misfortune of being ei- 
ther Blind or 'Deaf, .and .make it 
tollerable ; But what, unleſs a n= 
racle' can- help him, that is Both 
He is quite excluded, not only fror 
the Advantages, 'but the Comforts c 
Society ; uncapable of any thing tha 
might Dzvert | the ſadneſs of -hi 
Thoughts, or gate his Trouble 
He lives at moſt but the loweſt fort 
of Animal Life, but one _— as 
4 ove 
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the moſt neceſſary and Beneficial : 
the loſs of extber muſt needs make a 
ſtrange alteration in a Man, and be 
an unſpeakable AMiction. 


How Deplorable then is the Con- 
dition of thoſe that have loſt %em 
both | Our imagination is quiet Cor- 


founded, when we would frame an 


1aez of it. 


Neither to hear, nor to fee, is in 
effect to be out of the World; *tis as 
if a Man ſhould be ſhut up in a 
dark Cave, in the midſt of an un- 
frequented Deſart, without. other 
Company than his own ſad Thoughts 
and difmal Reflections. For conti- 
nual Darkneſs, and Silence, and So- 
litude, is the ſad Portion of the borh 
Deaf and Blind, tho? in the midſt 
of their neareſt Relations and. beſt 
Friends. | 


The loſs of but ze of theſe no- 
ble Senſes, may be very much made 


up by the free uſe and Enjoyment | 
ot the other, together with the cha-' 


ritable 
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r;table aſſiſtance of good Perſons who 


enjoy them both.” The Eye, by the ., 


help of' Books and Writing, may 
let in thoſe Diſcourſes to the Mind, 
which us'd to be tranſnutted thro? 
the Exr ; and ſigns may keep up 
that Friendly intercourſe and Socie- 
ty, and communicate thoſe Thoughts 
to one 'another which us'd to be 
convey.d in Sounds. | 


And the Ear, ſo far as concerns 
the Improvement of the Mind, may 
by others Reading and Diſcourſe 
mightily ſupply our want of Ability 
to Conſult Books our ſelves, - Suct 
ſhifts as theſe, may in ſome meaſurc 
alleviate the Misfortune of being ei- 
ther Blind or 'Deaf, .and .make it 
tollerable ; But what, unleſs a m- 
racle' can- help him, that is Both 
He is quite excluded, not only fro: 
the Advantages, 'but the Comforts c 
Society ; uncapable of any thing tha 
might Dzvert the ſadneſs of -hi 
Thoughts, or ##:gate his Trouble 
He lives at moſt but the loweſt fort 
of Animal Life, but one _— As 
a oOVe 
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bove the Pepetative, fave that He 
. can #hink,” and reflect upon his Mz- 
fery, (and thar with great Corfufron 
roo, and which will Aggravate it 
much) and Pray to God by Death 
to take Him from it; the Hopes 
of which Deliverance in Time, 1s 
all the Comfort that he hath. He 
is indeed Sea/'d up to the moſt diſ- 
mal Condition that can be imagin'd 
in this World ; expos'd inevitably 
(as to any of his own help) to the 
Daxgers of it, untapable of its Com- 
forts and Enjoyments, - and had a- 
bundantly better be out of it, than 
thus bury?d alive as *twere in it. 


Like this, tho? Infinitely worſe, as 
we ſhall ſee preſently, is the Con- 
dition of the Spzretully Blind and 
Deaf, as before deſcribed ; and tho? 
I never k»ew, or upon enquiry could 
Hear of any Naturally fo, (which as 
often as I think on, I can't but ad- 
mire God's Wonderful good Provi- 
_ _ care of wry -- 4 
ering ſo very few, if ay,'to be fo 
extreamly mildradje 3 When yet, the 
ONE 
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one - Senſe 'is as ſoon loft as the o- 
ther, and he that to*®Day loſt his 
Sight, might the next Day loſe his 
Hearing, as well as one Man #hs, 
and another that,” and when one and 
the ſame Accident or Diſtemper 
might eaſily deprive of both at oxce ;) 
tho? I never knew, as I ſaid, or could 
hear of any Natarally both Deaf and 
Blind, yet Spiritaally there are, God 
knows, abundance. But ?*tis their 
own A& and Deed, God's care be- 
ing equal to Preſerve Men from be- 
ing {o inthe one Senſe, as well as 
'the other. 


| Now the extream Miſery of the 
Spiritually - Deaf and Blind, (or in 
other words the Obſtinate and Irre- 
claimable) conſifts in the following 
. Particulars. 


Firſt, As the. Naturally fſo are in 
Effet out of the World, and Dead 
while they Live; ſo zheſe are out of 
the Charch', receive no Benefit by 
the Communion of Saints; have 
none of the Comforts and Advan- 

tages 
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tages of that Holy Society ; no Com- 
merce with, nor influences from the 
Divine Head of it Chriſt Jeſus ; 
have the Name of Chriſtians, and 
that's all, but live like Infidels in 
the Darkneſs of their Mind, and the 
Vileneſs of their Practice, as if there 
were no God, no Religion, no fa- 
ture State, or no Account then to 
be given of our Actions in ths. 


And what fad circumſtances muſt 
thoſe needs be 1n, who thus deprive 
themſelves of all the means of Grace 


and Salvation in this World, and' 


of all Hopes of Happineſs in the 
next ! | 


_ For, Secondly, thoſe that are in 
this Condition are expos'd to Ruin 
ſo far as we can ſee, unavoidably. 

* 


A Charitable Friewd may preſerve 


a Man Natarally Bliad and Deaf from - 


approaching Dangers, and ſnatch 
him from. imminent Perils, which 
He knows nothing of himſelf, nor 
can receive Intormation of from 0- 

thers, 
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thers, much leſs tell how to avoid ; 
but who can do this for one that is 
Spiritaally ſo? Man cannot; and to ex- 
pe& that God ſhould, is groundleſs 


Preſumption. 


He that has ſtop'd his Ears, and 
ſhut faſt his Eyes, and that for this 
very Reaſon, left He ſhould hear and 
ſee, be inform'd of his Duty, and 
made ſenſible of his Errors, and in- 
clin'd to Reform %*em ; how can this 
Man of all Men, expect that God 
ſhould make him Hear and See, and 
Convert and Save him whether He 
will or no ? 


As our Lord ſaid to the willfully 
Blind Phariſees, (and the cafe is the 
ſame with the Deaf) if ye were Blind 
indeed, ye ſhould have n0 Sin, but now ye 
ſay, we ſee,and yet ſee not, (as *tis elie- 
where laid to their charge) #herefore 
your fin remaineth, John 9. 41. 


The Blindneſs of our Underſtand- 
ings which is not wilfal, and the 
deteAs of our Obedience conſequent 
upon 
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- upon it, God will paſs by; and af 


ford us, if not a perfed# Light, yet 
{uch as ſhall be ſufficient ro- guide 
us, if we will follow it, 1nto the 
ways of Peace. But He that ca ſee, 
and will not, or He that ozce could 
ſee, but has willfully put out his 
Eyes, or keeps them faſt {hut and 
closd on purpoſe that He may not 
ſee his Duty, becauſe He has no 
mind to do it; God has no” where 
{aid that He will force open his Eyes 
lids, or reſtore him his Sight -by Mi 
racle, and convince and retorm Him 
irreſiſtibly ; but rather, and *tis but juſt, 
that the Blackneſs of Darkneſs is re- 
ſerved for him for ever. 


Thirdly, to be thus Spiritually 
Blind and Deaf, is a Condition ex- 
treamly Deplorable, becauſe it ad- 
mits of no Comfort or Conſolation ; 
the Man has made himſelf not cap«- 


ble of receiving it from others, ngs 


thing but what will make him 


can his own Thoughts ſuggeſt _ 
Rr: 
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For Conſcience, do what we can, 
will gone be _— is when 
it 1s {o, 1ts clamours and upbraidings 
are {0 impormadod loud "ike hey 
will be heard, and its Convittions 
are written upon the very. Mznd it 
ſelf. Like fo many flaſhes of Lighe- 
ning, they at once Diſpel the Dark- 
eſs of the Soul, and ſhew it its 
Condition, and by 1ntollerable ſcorch- 
ings begin Hell upon Earth ; as the 
Regions of * the *' Damned have no 


other Light, than is caus'd by the 


flames that torment them. A Light 
that will comvince indeed, but not 


Corvert, and only ſerve to cauſe 


a quicker Senſe of the Horror of 
that diſmal State they*re 1n. 


No Man can expreſs, what Ago- 


nies obſtinate irreclaimable Sinners 


ſometimes feel ; what dire forebode- 
ings of the Wrath to come! Which 
tho* they endeavour never ſo indu- 
ſtrioully to Nifle, will yet revive a- 
gain, to their unſpeakable, analay'd, 
Terror and Confuſion. 
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The Naturally Deaf and Blind, 
if their Conſcience be quier, may think 
upon God, and Pray to Him, and 
receive Comfort from Him, and ho 
that: tho? heavineſs may endure for this 


diſconfolate dark Night, yet the 
Morning , the Dawning of Eternal 


Diy will bring Light, *and Foy, and 


Healing under its wings ; and their fad 
lonely filence be exchang'd for the 


raviſhing Sounds of Heavenly Halle- 
luja's, and the bleft Society. of the 


Spirits, of Juſt Men made Perfect; 


will the long, wiſh'd for Time, when 
the Happy Euge, well done Good and 
faithful Servant, ſhall 'fix them for 
ever in the Joy of their Lord, - 


But to the Spiritaaly ſo, to think 
upon God 1s to begin their Hel, for 
to ſuch He is a conſuming Fire ; and 
to think upon Death, -is to open to 
themſelves a- horrid \Proſpe& of the 
Torments, they ſhall for ever Suffer 
after ir. ' Death indeed, ' will 'open 
their -Eyes and their 'Ears, (and the 
'Thoughts of it too, will do it in 
ſome 
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ſome meaſure) but to ſuch Objects, 
as they had better never have been 


born, than e're acquainted with. 


Thus does our Lord moſt feeling- 
ly Repreſent to us the miſerable Con- 
dition of an obſtinate Sinner, by the 
greateſt Misfortune that can befal 
us. upon: Earth. And now, .if this 
be ſo, how nearly does it: Concern 
us every one, with the greateſt Care 
and Diligence to prevent this grow- 
ing Calamity, which is ſo v to 
ſteal upon us without our Obſerva- 
tion / 


The Pleaſures and Proſperities of 
the World, eſpecially in.the days 
of Youth: and vigour, ſeem to bid 
fair for Happineſs; and we are apt 
to be ſo mightily delighted ' with 
'em, as to Drink deep of *em and 
oftex, till at length we grow inſen? 
ſible of Spiritual things, and then 
comes on that Blindneſs and Deaf- 
neſs to Religion which we have now 
difcours'd of ; and what is the {ad 


Conſequencewe have juſt now ſeen. 
| M 2 The 
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The greater therefore our Danger 
is in this matter, the greater in all 
Reaſon ſhould be our Care to pre- 
vent it; and ſince all proceeds from 
too much love of the World, rhere- 
fore in the firſt place to reſolve to 
love that /z/s; and begin in, Time 


to work our Hearts into a Plant, | 


Datite Temper, ſuch} as may keep 
our / Ears open to fair Warnings, 
charitable Reproofs, and good Ad- 
vice. And then, if we look upon the 
wneaſineſs we feel at ſuch Diſcourſes 
us an i Symptom, and make it an 
Argument for our ſtill greater at- 
tention to them; and ſo far embrace 
every Conviction of our Conſciences, 
as to let it contizue with us and be- 
ſtow ſome Thoughts upon it; if we 
do this, and do it Sizcerely, and in 
Time, we {hall find the Cloud be- 
in to remove from our Under- 
andings, and Spiritual Light and 
Kyowledge will flow: in apace ; we 
ſhall plainly diſcover the Cheats 
that were before put upon us, the 
fatal Miſtakes we were under ap 
this 
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this will «»/ftop our Ears, and make us 
ſtill more and more Attentive tothe 
Words of ſound Wiſdom, the faith- 
ful Counſels of thoſe that wiſh our 


Happineſs ; and that will make our 


Hearts ſtill more and:more Tender 
and Iwpreſſible, ſenſible of our true 
Intereſt, our Duty, and our Dan- 


| ger, which will excite our utmoſt 


Diligence to ſecure the one, and avoid 
the other, crying unto God for help ; 
who never Rejects that Prayer which 
begs his Aſſiſtance, that we may 
ſerve him better, and to which 
we add our own. Sincere Endea- 
vours. | 


Now who that's Biz or Deaf, or 
but in Daxger of being ſo, would 
refuſe an eaſie certain Cure? And 
when He knows how much he may 
contribute to it himſe/f, dye think 
He would delay to do his «tmoſt 
towards it ? And how overjoy'd 
would the Blizd be, to be ſenſible 
of the fainteſt Glimmerings, and open 
wide his be-nighted Eyes, to let in 
more and more of chearful Light ? 

M 3 How 
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How Raviſhing would the leaft 
Sound be to the Deaf Ear, and ex- 
Cite its utmoſt Attention to receive 
ſtill more! And how much great- 
er would be the Joy, of the both 
Deaf ana Blind, to recover either 
Senſe ſo far, as to have tho” but 
the leaſt Intimation, that there was 
ſome Hopes of their enjoying both 
again; that it lay very much in their 
own Power to. efte& it, and that 
the blame muſt be their own if they 
did not / 


How eagerly would they do every 
thing they could, to make a free 


. entrance for Light and Sounds, and 


welcome every new Acceſlion of ci- 
ther. with Tranſports of Delight ! 
How earneſt their Prayers to God 
for his Blefling, and how unfeign- 
ed their Thanks and Praiſes for 
Succels! What a quick Grateful 
Reliſh would they have of the al- 
moſt forgotten Pleaſures of the Eye 
and Ear, and how would they Im- 
prove the Advatives of both ! How 
icellngly fenfik;c would rhey _ of 
| CnELC 
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their former Miſerable State ; and 
how would they dread and avoid 
every thing, tho* never ſo remote, 
that might lead to it again! 


If we may ſuppoſe all this of the 
Natarally Blind and Deaf, how inuch 
more ſhould it be verified by 'the 


Spiritually ſo, whoſe caſe as we have 


een is infinitely more deplorable, 


and whoſe Deſires therefore of re- 


covery in all Reaſon ſhould be ſtrong- 
er far, their Prayers more Importa- 
nate, their Joy greater in the Hopes 
of it, and their endeavours mote 
earneſt to bring it to. PerfeCtion ! 
And He that is fo ſtubborn and ob- 
ſtinate, as wilfully to continue in 
this ſad fttate, into which toohhe has 
brought Himſelf; where ſhould the 
blame: of his Ruin be' plac'd bur 
upon Himſelf * 


Let every Sinner therefore, inſtead 
of impioufly and ungratefully accu- 
ſing God of. Tyranny and Injoftice, 
Arbitrary Power, and mercileſs De- 
crees, and the like; as if He firſt 

| ; M 4 hard- 
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hardned their Hearts and took away 
their Hearing and their Sight, and 
ſo ſealed them up to DeſtruQtion, 
and then reſolv'd to' infli& Eternal 
Puniſhments upon them , becauſe 
they did not do Impoſſibilities ; hear 
we ſee,when He had made them Deaf 
and Blind, and have a tender Senſe 


of yr when He had made 


their Hearts callous and paſt feel- 
ing : Inſtead of ſuch horrid Blaſphe- 
= as this, let every Sinner give 
Glory 


to God, by humbly acknow- - 


ledging that *tis his own doing, and 
the Conſequence of his liſtning to 
the Deſtrojer, rather than the Svi- 
our of Mankind. "Whoever periſhes, 
I fay it again, muſt blame hin/e/f 
for it zfor *tis his own wilful Blindneſs, 
Stubborneſs and Obſtinacy, that has 
depriv'd him of the means and pof- 
ſibilities of Salvation. - To fave ſuch 
a one, God muſt proceed quite. con- 
trary to the Nature of Virtue and 
Vice. and the'eftabliſh*'d Rules of 
his Word, and: force him to be Good 
and Happy, notwithſtanding all his 


 Reſiflances and Refuſals, Bur a ford 


Virtae, 
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Virtue, and a for0'd Heaven, are 


ſtrange new things that one ſhall 
ſeldom hear of = 


When a Sinner 1s arriv'd to that 


degree of Obftinacy , that nothing 
but extraordinary, nay miraculoas 
Grace, can ſoften and Reform him, 
God's not giving him- that ex« 
treordinary Grace, but leaving him 
to the -uſual conflant Aſſiſtances of 
' his Holy Spirit, and Methods of the 
Goſpel, which his Obſtinacy has made 
Treffeftual to him ; (for what Inſtru» 
Qions and Advices can take Place 
upon the Deaf and Blind? ) this 
ſeems to be the moſt Intelligible 
Account of God's hardning any Man. 
"Tis only 'Permitting him ſtill more 
and more to harden Fimſelf, by not 
uſing extraordinary Means to Prevent 


it ; and which is but a Juſt Puniſh- 


ment for his former Stubborne(s. 


As in the Story of Pharaoh, He 
hardened his ow: Heart ſo far, as 
to receive no Impreſſion either by 
God's Severity in inflicting, ' or Ins 
wg Gooaneſs 
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Goodneſs in Removing Sever of the 
Ten Plagues; and then God 1s faid 
to harden his Heart, or to give him 
up to his own Fatal Obft:naxcy. So 
in 1/aiah, chap. 6. 9, 10. ver. where 
God commands the Prophet to De- 
nounce to his Rebellious People, the 
Judgment of making their Hearts 
fat, and their Ears heavy, &c. which 
our Lord faid was fulfilld in the 
Phariſees, Mat. 13. 14,15. The Rea- 
ſon of this Threatning is,becauſe they 
had made themſelves Deaf and Blind 
before: Te Hear indeed, but Under- 
ſtand not, or do not attend and Con- 
{fider ; and ye See indeed, bat do not Per- 
gezve, or take Notice ; therefore, as by 
way of P:niſhment , make this Peoples 
Fleart fat, and their Fgagyheavy, and 
ſbat their Eyes, &c. 


Wherefore, to Conclude this Ad- 
vice ; the way for us not to Periſh, 
is not to Deſtroy our ſe/ves by our 
incorrigible Obſt;zacy : and He that 
does not make himſelf Blind and Deaf, 
and inſenfible to Religion, need ne- 
ver fear that God will make him ſo; 

=. = EE” "NP whoſe 
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whoſe Solemn Proteftation is, that 
He  defires not the Death of a Sinner, 
and whoſe conſtant Call 1s, Turn ye, 


Tarn ye from your evil ways, for why 
will ye aye, O Houſe of Iſrael! 
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ND now, having ſccn the Dans aqvice 15; 


o 


ger of Obſtinate continuing 1n 
1uct ill Courſes as Young Perſons 
may have faln into; the next Ad- 
vice will be, 'that they endeavour 
to Recover themſelves by a ſincere 


and ſpeedy Repentance, 


And here, to prevent Miſtakes 
in this matter, which are very of- 
ten made, and of very fatal Conſe- 

uence ; *ewill be needful briefly to 
iſhew what true Repeatancg is. ?Tis 
ſuch a Senſe of Sin as fills the Sout 


with Shame and bitter Remor/e for . 


having Committed it, utterly con- 
| | demning 
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demning it, as the po Baſeneſs, 
Ingratitude, and Folly ; Reſolving for 
the Future no more to be Guilty 
of it, and keeping that Reſolution 
to the beſt of our Power. Or in 
other Words, *tis a Mans willing A- 
mendment of his former Faults, pra- 
ceeding from a thorough Change of 
his Jadgment concerning them ; at- 
tended with great Sorrow and com- 
punQion of Spirit, for his aQting ſo 
contrary to His own Reaſon and 
beſt Intereſt, and violating the Juſt 
Commands of God, whole innume- 
rable BenefaQtions to Him, make 
his utmoſt Services but a Juſt Debt. . 


Now from this Deſcription of Re- 
pentance, we.may take Notice that 
*tis not every Religious fright, oc- 
caſion'd either by ſonie awakening 
Diſcourſes of the Dreadful Puniſh- 
meats that will overtake a Sinner in 
the other World, back'd with the 
Terrors af his own guilty Conſcience, 
or by a'fit of Sicknels, when the near 


- Approaches of Death open His Eyes, 


and give him a Sight of thoſe Tor- 


ments, 
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ments, and never dying Flames, 
which He is like to ſuffer, and ſeem 
to be juſt ready to take hold of Him; 
Much leſs is it a few ford Sighs 
and Tears, « Lord have mercy upon 
#s, and a heedleſs unafteftionate 
Repetition of ſome Penitential Forms, 
the Senſe of which we do regard but 
little. enandiag all this, a 
Man may retain the ſame AfﬀeCti- 
on to Sin, and be as Bad again as 
ever ; and ſuch fort of Penitents, al- 
ways are fo, and very often Worſe. 
This ſort of. Sorrow for Sin, is like 
that of a Traytor at the Gallows; 
He Repents him, it may be, that 
He was engag'd in ſuch and ſuch 
PraCtices, becauſe they brought Him 
thicher, and the Time af his Exe- 
cution 1s come ; but at the ſame 
time He is as much an Enemy to 
his Prince as ever, and would glad- 
iy Repeat his Treaſon, could He 
0 it with Impunity. 


Let every one thereſſ have a 
Care of taking any thing of this 
Nature for Repentance. 'T he great- 

eſt 
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eſt and moſt pungent remorſe for Sin, 
anleſs ?tis follow*d by a thorough a- 
mendment of Life, is\ nothing bur 
what we call trouble of Mind, and 
the laſhes of Conſcience ; which tho? 
they are apr to put Men upon — 
ſerious pom ren upon wo 1 
Courſes, and by Deprees may bri 
thern'to a eve” ſoaks" of the Wicke| 


eſs of their Sin, which is a good 


ſtep towards Repenrance, yet *tis 
but a Srep: And a great deal more 
muſt be done by him that will repent 
indeed. His Mind and Judgment 
muſt be intirely chang'd, his Temper 
and Diſpofition alter'd ; ill habits 
muſt be rooted out, and the contrary 
good ones Eſtabliſhed in.their Room: 
And his ſorrow for Sin, which at firſt 
was for his ow ſake, and for fear he 
ſhould ſuffer what God had threat> 
ned to inflict ; muſt be improv'd me 
ro a true godly ſorrow, Tuch as re- 
ſpeQs that infinitely good Being wh& 
he ſo unfratefully rebelPd againſt ; 
and melts him down into all the 
paſſions 'of Shame and Confuſion, and 
felf Abhorrence and Condemnation , 
which 
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which attend a deep ſenſe of doing 
baſely by one who is infinitely k1 
and good tous. ?Tis 7hzs alone that 
will work Repentance to Salvation, not 


fo be repented of, (1.e.)' a conſtant 
Better Life. 


Now: from this ſhort Account. of 
the Nature of true Repentance, we 
may ſee plainly, that *tis a Work 
which muſt be ſet about Immed:ately;' 
if we would bring it to PerfeQion. 
'Tis as Difficult as Neceſſary, and: 
requires very great Reſolution, 
Watchfulneſe and Diligence to carry 
it on ſuccesfully; and is. Aya 
the proper buſineſs of Tourh. As yy, . 
gree therefore with thine Adverſary 
quickly, as our Lord adviſeth, and 
with all the ſpeed imaginable ſet a» 
bout that great Work, without 
-_—; our 'Ruine will - be inevita= 

le. 
_ 


2C0r.,10c 


25, 


And that young Perfonsmay be 
the more effectually Perſwaded to | 
ſo ungrateful a Task, ſo Melan= / 
cholly an -Employment ; they —_ 
| pleaſe 
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pleaſe to attend to the following 


Conſiderations. 


Firſt, Every deferring this great 
Duty to ſome other time, is a reſoly?d 
Continuance in a ſtate which we 
know God infinitely hates, and a 
new ſtep to final Impenitency. 


No Mans Conſcience As ſear*d and 
benuni'd in an inſtant; there muſt 
be frequent Acts of Violence done to 
it to ſilence its Clamours, and makeir 
ſtupid and inſenfible. Now every time 
we put cf our Repentance, we re- 
new that /7olexce; our Conſcience has 
leſs and leſs of feeling; fin grows 
more and more habitual, and there- 
fore ſeems to ſit lighter and eaſier 
upon us ; and that makes us ſtill 
more Confident and Carelefs, and 
ſo we go fmoothly on 1n the way 


of Ruine, till we become paſt feel. 


ing, as the Apoſtle Phraſes it, and 
then padt Care. - 


'Thus the Sinner, if let alone, will 
certainly in the end become his own 


Execu- , 
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Executioner. Every Permiſſion of 
Sin'to abide with us without Diſtur- 
bance, has it's Proportion of the 
Guilt and Miſery of that hardned 
State, which St. Azſfiiz thought 
was the ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 
And. the longer *tis Permitted, the 
po is that Guilt, and *twill in- 
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enſibly grow into a Reprobate Mind ; RY *- 


and then, withoutRemedy,will follow 
the intollerable Punifhment. And 
therefore, unleſs we can dwell with 
Everlaſting Burnings, it nearly con- 
cerns us, without further delays, to 
deſtroy Sin in its Embryo, and ver 
firſt Beginning, leſt before we chink 
on't it arrive to this fatal PerfeCQti- 
on, and bring forth this Death. 


But Secondly, tho? by God's ſpeci- 
al Care and Afiſtance, a Sinner may 
be awaken'd before he comes to 
chis ſad Period (which yet, becauſe no 
Man can be ſure of *tis a very great 
Madneſs to truſt to) yet the long- 
er we delay our Repentance, the 
difficulty of it will Proportionably 
increaſe upon us. 

N When 
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When length of time has made 
Sin habitual to.a Man, and it be- 
comes fix'd and rooted in his Na- 
ture ; it muſt needs be a very hard 
task to deſtroy thoſe inveterate in- 
grain'd Habits, and pluck up thoſe 
{preading Roots of Bitterneſs, which 
have ſo long over-run, and taken 
Poſſeſſion of the Soul, "The Prophet 
Jeremy ſays, ?tis as ealie for a» Ethio- 
pion to change his skin,and a Leopard his 
ſpots, as for thoſe todo good that are ac- 
cuſtomed to do evil ; which ſignifies at 


leaſt that *tis the greateſt Difficulty, 


and requires an almoſt endleſs la- 
bour to perform. 


Now what ſtrange folly is it, to 
{ufter ſo fatal and ſpreading a Diſeaſe 
as Sin, to go on for many Years 
without controul, when even now 
at firſt *tis hardly to be curd, and 
will give us a full Employment to 
keep under even to the laſt of our 
Days, tho* we take it in time, and 
begin with it immediately ! 


Be- 


me A am 01  Oa = Hun RM EQ AAR 


- 
ies wwe Sou a An 


Arriwv'd to Tears of Diſcretion. 


Beſides, as much as Youth is apt to 
depend upon the future, and {till 
deter till t# Morrow; how uncer- 
tain is it whether to morrow will be 
Theirs! We can only be ſure of 
the Preſeut Moment, ten thouſand 
Accidents may deprive us of the 
Next ; Accidents as unforeſeen and 
unprovided for, as are the Miſe- 
ries of humane. Life to an unborn 
Infant. Now what extream Mad- 
nels is it for Creatures in ſuch pre- 
carious Circumſtances, to {lumber 
and drouſe away their Opportuaity ; 
and defer a Buſineſs of ſuch infinite 
Conſequence, when none but God 
can tell what the next Hour may 
bring forth ! 


But Thirdly, of all times the time 
of Sickneſs and approach of Death 
is the moſt Improper and Unſea- 
ſonable for this great Work of Re- 
pentance. 


For Firſt, Tis then more Difficult 


than at any time. before; our evil 
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Habits, are then more deeply Root- 
ed Sin more Predominant than e- 
ver by reaſon of long Poſleſſion ; 
and God more than ever diſpleas'd, 
and his Spirit more than ever griev'd, 


and nearer being quench*d by thoſe | 


often repeated Delays, which the 
Sinner has then ſpun to their ut- 
moſt length, Now in other mat- 
ters, we think it a very odd Con- 
trivance, for a Man that hasa great 


Work to do, to negle& all Favour- | 


able Opportunities, and pitch upon 
3 time, which of all others will 
lay the moſt and greateſt Hard. 
ſhips in his way ; and why ſhould 
it not be at leaſt as unreaſonable 
in this Caſe of Repentance ? 


No Work I'm ſure can be of great- 


er Importance than this is, nor are 
any Difficulties more Preſſing than 
thoſe a true Penitent muſt over- 
come; and therefore, to defer it till 
a time when *twill be more diffi- 
cult than ever, and -our Ability 
to ſtrive againſt that Difficulty leſs 
than ever, (as we ſhall ſee preſently) 

is 
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is certainly the greateſt Madneſs 
in the World. 


Secondly, Beſides, the Devil is then 
more than ever bulie to ſecure a 
Sinner to himſelf ; makes uſe of all 
his Wiles and Cunning, either wholly 
to prevent this Repentance, or make 
It ineffettual as knowing Men 
are then leſs than ever able to Diſ- 
cover and Reſiſt *em. 


If the Sinner be of a chearful 
Temper, apt to believe the beſ# of 
his Condition, (which is the Caſe 
of the generality of Men) he cloſes 
with him preſently, and endeavours 
to work him up to Careleſneſs and 
Preſumption. Repreſents to his mind 
a diſplay of the great Goodneſs of 
God, his Tenderneſs over Mankind, 
that his Mercy is above all his Works, 
and Triumphs over his Juſtice, and 
is always ready to forget and to 
forgive; but carefully diverrs all 
Thoughts of what we are to perform 
firſt, that we may be capable of thts 
Mercy. If the Man's Conſcience 

N 3 {hould 
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ſhould ſometimes be awake, and 
tell him the "Truth in this Matter, 
that Repentance muſt go before 
Pardon, and that this is a verv dif- 
ficult Work, eſpecially upon a Bed 
of Languiſhing ; He preſently lulls 
him aſleep again, by inſinuating, thar 
were there not a Saviour, things 
would be bad indeed ; but Chriſt 
has ſufter'd for Sinners, and wholly 
ſatisfy'd God's Wrath, His Righte- 
ouſneſs was Perfect and Redundant 
and {halkbe Impated to 'em, if they?! 
intirely Rol7 themſelves upon Him, 
and being Cloathed with his Me- 
rits they need not fear acceptance. 
Miſapplying the Words of 'St. Paz!, 
that a Man is juſtified by Farth, with- 


; out the deeds of the Law ; and conceal- 


ing thoſe of St. Fames, what doth jt 
profit a Man to ſay he has faith if he have 
zot works, can faith ſave him ? Fot faith 


"'* without works is dead, being alone: And 


thoſe of our Saviour too, Why call ye 
me Lord, Lord, and do not the things 


Lut.6. 46, 7/24t T ſay * Ana, Unleſs ye repent, ye ſhall 


all periſh. And as for the Terrors of 


. God's Vengeance, tis true, He wall 


indeed 
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indeed inflict them, but *tis upon the 
Reprobate, whom He has from all E- 
ternity Predeſtin'd to DeſtruQion ; 
but the E/e& are not at all Concern- 
ed in them, and that He is one of 
that Happy Number, His ground- 
leſs Confidence, and the Numbneſs of 
his Conſcience, ſhall'be made an Ar- 
gument. 


Thus will this wicked Spirit, by 
cunningly blending things Falſe and 
True together, drill a ſick Man on 
ia this pleaſant Slumber, and length- 
en out this unhappy Dream, till his 
Opportunity, is gone and his Oyl 
ſpent, and in the midſt of his Afſuran- 
ces He becomes a Prey to the Prince 
of Darkneſs, who will carry him in 
Triumph to the place of his Miſe- 
rable Abode. 


And as to this ſort of Men He thus 
appears like a» Anget of Lieht, all 
Smiles,and Sweetneſs,and Comfort ;!fo 
to thole of a more Melancholy, difident 
Temper, He ſhews himſelf as He 7, 
with all his Horrors and his Flames 

N 4 about 
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about him. He continually fills their 
Minds with dreadful Ideas of the In- 
exorable Juſtice, and Severity of God, 
of the Impoſlibility of pleaſing him, 
of their being Reprobated by him ; 


and repreſents to them their Sins in 


their full numbers, and worſt aſpect, 
2nd heightned with all imaginable 
Aggravations. And it may be, ter- 
rifies them with Helliſh Dreams , 
fills their Fancy with ſtrange Scenes 
of Horror ; and lets *tem know how 
ready he is to ſeize their guilty 
Souls, as foon as ever parted from 
their Bodies ; till he finally makes *' 
**m, what he would have them be, 


quite Deſperate. 


If by theſe means he finds, that 
he can't. wholly Prevent the Repen- 
tance of a ſinner, (which yet a mi- 
ſerable Experience tells us he too 
often does) yet it {hall go hard, but 
he will hinder its being throughly 
Effeftual. And to this end, he one 
while ſdiftraQts the Sick Man's Mind 
with endleſs Scraples and Difficulties 


concerning it ; not ſuch as will at all 
Con- 
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Conduce to Promote and further it 
you may be ſure, but ſuch as are fruit- 
. leſs and unneceſlary,: and of endleſs 
Controverſie, {uch as will Amuſe 
and Contound him, and waſte much 
Time, and keep him wavering and 
in Suſpenſe, and negligent of what 
is indeed Repentance to Salvation. 


Sometimes he interrupts his Serious 
Thoughts by thruſting in Aﬀairs of 
the World, unſeaſonably and ims 
pertinently ; and often ſo Troubles 
and Perplexes thoſe things which 'tis 
neceſſary tor him to take ſome 
Thought about, that they become 

reater hinderances, to the oe thing 
zeedful, than one would imagine. 


When the Sick Man Prays, He will 
cool the fervour, and break the In- 
tenſeneſs of his Devotion, by throw- 
ing into his Mind trifling and it may 
be Prophane Fancies ; when he ſhould 
Communicate, he Tempts him to de- 
ter it under pretence of being unpre- 
pared, and unworthy to partake of 
thoſe Holy Myſteries. Such Sins as 


ht. 
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he ought mot of all to be afflicted 
for, he will help him to Palliate and 
Excuſe ; and if they cry too loud not 
to be heard, he'l endeavour to con- 
tract and lefſen the Meaſures of Re- 
pentance : And ſome Deviliſh De- 
vice or other he has ready upon all 
occaſions, to make a Dying Man's 
Penitence imperfect and unavailing. 


Now, tho' this great Deceiver is 
ready, thro* the whole Courſe of our 
Lives, thus to Circumvent and Cheat 
us of our Happineſs ; yet is he more 
than ordinary Induſtrious to ſecure 
a Sinner when leaving the World, 
and upon the Brink of Eternity ; for 
then, if he has him not, he muſt for 
ever loſe him. And the circumſtandtes 
of a Dying Condition give him great - 
Advantages over a Poor Languiſhing, 
Amaz'd, Diſpirited, Afﬀrighted Crea- 
ture, and 'tis but too too often that he 
1s Succeſsful againſt thoſe that madly 
white their Repentance of till then. 


For Thirdly, The inſeparable Atten- 


- dants upon a Death Bed are ſuch, as if 
| there 
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there were no ſuch Aaveyr/ary to deal 


with, would render 1t a very unapt 
{caſon for ſo great a Work as this. 


Our Powers and Faculties both of 
Soul and Body, are then generally 
mightily Diforder'd and very little 
Seryiceable; our Apprehenſion dulPd, 
our Underſtanding and Judgment, 
and Memory, weakned and Impair'd ; 
our Minds Diſtracted by fears 
and uncertainties, and our Bodies 
Languiſhing, full of Pains and great 
Diſcompoſures. Some Diſeaſes make 
the Patient ſtupid, and utterly Inap- 
prehenfive ; others heat Him into 
Frenzy and Diſtraction ; and ſome 
keep Him continually upon the Rack, 
and will not ſuffer him to attend to 
any thing but his prelent Miſery : And 
even the moſt favourable have enough 
in *em, mightily to hinder ovr Pro- 
oreſs in this great Duty, tor which a 
whole Life of Youth and Health, and 
perfect ſoundneſs of Mind and Body 
will not be too much. No wonder 
therefore, if the weaknelles and Infir- 
mities of Sickneſs, and the Approach 

of 
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of Death, which make a Man ſcarce 
capable of ſettling his worldly Af- 
fairs, ſhould be a very unfit Time for 
him to begin to make his Peace with 
God,and Prepare himſelf for Eternity. 


But in the laſt place, Let us fup- 
poſe all that can be deſir'd in ſuch a 
Caſe as this; that the Diſtemper is 
not ſo Violent, but that it leaves a Man 
the free uſe of his Reaſon and all his 
Faculties, and the decays of his Body 
are gradual, and without excefhive 
Pains ; and Death comes on by eafte 
gentle ſteps : *T would yet be a very 
great Folly to put off Repentance ev'n 
to ſuch a Death Bed as this, becauſe 
*tis ſo hard a Matter to have any to- 
lerable Aflurance that the utmoſt we 
can then do, is Hearty and Sincere, 
and will be to any purpoſe. 


*I'is the Fruits of Repentance that 
Prove the ſincerity of it ; and Sorrow 
and Regret for paſt ſins, and wiſhes 
that we had never committed them, 
and the like, how pungent, and how 
earneſt ſoever they may be, are not 

Re- 
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Repentance, but only a ſtep in or- 
der to it, For Repentance, as was 
ſaid, is a thorough Change of a fin- 
ner's Mind and Life; which, whether 
ſuch Sorrow will really effe& or not, 
pothing but Time can ſhew. And 
therefore, the Man that Repents not 
till his Time is juſt Expiring, that 
has no Temptation to his former Vi- 
ces, nor Ability to Commit them if 
he had, muſt needs be very uncer- 
tain whether He indeed Repexts, or 
is only {card and frighred with 
the near Proſpect of the endleſs Mi- 
ſeries that attend a ſinner after Death. 
T hat it is too often, thus with dying 
Penitents, their returning to their 
Vices when God has Reſtor'd to 
them their Health,is Proof ſufficient ; 
and whether it is not fo 1n any par- 
ticular Man's Caje, no one can fay, 
unleſs he Lives to make the Tryal. 


Now what a Comfortleſgdiſheart- 
ning thing is it, for a Man to Breath 
out his Soul in ſuch great uncertain- 
ties! *How miſerably anxious mult 
his Breaſt needs be, about the fafery 

of 
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of his Condition and his Acceptance 
with God, which yet he can have no 
Aſſurance of, till his Condition is 
fx'd and become unalterable / 

The only Remedy is to Repent 
Immediately , that we may have time 
to approve the Szxcerity of our Re- 
pentance,. and enjoy the unſpeakable 
Comforts both ia Life and Death, 
that will attend oor being at Peace 
and Reconcil'd to Gad. 


Wherefore, as the Wiſe Bex Sirach 
excellently adviſeth, make 20 tarry- 
ing to turn unto the Lord, aud put not 

_ 7 off from day to day, for ſuddenly ſhall 
the mrath of God come forth, and in thy 
ſecarity thou ſhalt be deſtroyed, and periſh 
in the aay of vengeance. 


——— 


The Laſf Advice. 


Laſt Ad. A: D now for a Concluſion of 
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all ; Let me Adviſe Young Per- 
ns, when by Ged's Affiſtance they 
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are become ſo Senfibk of their Miſ- 
carriages, as ſincerely to Repent of 
them, and reſolve to Reform : Let me 
then Adviſe them to ſeal and ratifie 
thoſe Pious Reſolutions, with a De- 
vout Reception of the Holy Com- 
munion, and Confirm, and ſtrengthers 
them ſtill more and more, and bring 
*em to Perfection, by a frequent at- 
rendance at the Table of our Lord. 


The Sacrament of our Lords Sup- 
per, as 'tis one of the great Myſtertes 
of our Holy Religion, and therefore 
requires of us the profoundeſt Awe 
and Reverence, and Religious Fear ; 
ſo is it a Treaſury of Bleſſngs alſo, a 
Channel flowing with Divine Grace 
and Bounty, and therefore calls for 
the higheſt Degrees, and expreſſions 
of Defire and Love. | 


'Tis like the Pillar of a Cloud and 
of Fire, that accompanied the Peo- 
ple of God in the Wilderneſs; Dark 
and Myſterious indeed: on one fide, 
and apt to Imprint a Holy Dread up- 
on our Spirits: Bur on the Reverſe 
there 
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there 1s Lizht and Heat to inflame our 
Leve, and enkindle our Devotion, 
to enlighten our Underſtandings and 
direct our Wills, to purifie and re- 
fine us, and render us a» Offering of 
a ſweet ſmelling ſavour, acceptable to 


God by Feſus Chriſt. 


And thus was it eſteem*d by the 
Holy Men of the Fir/# Ages of Chri- 
ſtianity ; when the Fires of Devotion 
burat bright, and the Church was 


 ARted by the Spirit'of Love and Pu- 


rity. ' Many excellent 'Things were 
then ſpoken of this Myſtery,and great 
was the Rewerence that was given to 
it; but then their Love to it likewiſe 
was very great, their deſires of it ar- 
dent, and frequent and conftant was 
their Reception of it. They calld it a 
Myftery , and as ſuch they rever'®d it ; 
they calld it too, a Feaſt of Thankful- 
neſt and Love, and as ſuch.they re- 
joyced in it, and thirfted after it. 
And the Efte& of this was Exemplary 
Picty and Holineſs of Life, and ſteady 
Profeſſion of the Faith of Jeſus, even 
to the Death. 

Afﬀter- 
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Afterwards, when the Love of ma- 
ny did wax cold, this Sacred Duty 
grew more and more neglected, two 
or three times a Year was thought 
{ſufficient to Communicate, and ſome- 
times oxce would ſerve the turn, 
and ſo *tis ftill- with moſt: amongft 
our ſelves ;. and the Wickedneſs, 
Tgnorance, and' Stupidity '- of the 
wiadle Ages, and the open Prophan- 
neſs and ſcandalous Debauchery of 
theſe laſt Times, are the miſera- 
ble Conſequences of ſo great an 
Impiety. 14.--+ au 


And indeed, no wonder if the 
Diſeaſe get head, when Men omit 
to apply the Remedy. 'The Ho- 
ly Jeſus, that great Phyſician of 
the Soul, who beſts knows its Dt- 
ſtempers, and the Methods of their 
Cure, left thi as his Dying Secret, 
to 'be obſerv'd by all Ages of the 
World, for the Recovery and Con- 
firmation of their Spiritual Health. 
Now if after all this Care and 

O | Kind» 
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Kindneſs, and excellent Proviſion 
on His part, we {light his Directi- 


ons, reject his Medicines, and 
refuſe Life when *tis ſo Charita- 
bly offer'd us, and upon ſuch ea- 


fie terms 3 we may thank our ſelves 


if we are, as we deſerve to be, Dil- 


cas?d and Miſerable; 


I hope we are Senſible, that with- 


out God's Grace and Divine AL. 


ſiſtance,. we can, do. nothing that 
is Good; which Grace being His 
free Gitr, *tis neceſſary that we 
make uſe of thoſe Means, and ob- 
ſerve thoſe Times and Seaſons which 
he hath made choice of, : in order 
to gur Receiving that his Charity 


and Bounty. Now the Chief of 


theſe, is the Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper ; by which, we are made one 
with Cores and Chriſt with 45s, and 
be dwelleth in us, and we in him,. as 
our Church expreſles it in the Exhor- 
tation at the time of the Celebra- 


tion, 
That 
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That js, tis the great Convey- 
ance of every thing that is need- 
ful to the Strengthning and Refreſb- 
zug- the Soul of a Chriſtian, and 
making him' run with. ckearfulneſs 
the Race that is ſet before. him. 


.., This then being the great Di- 


Ipenſatory of the Riches of. God's 


Goodneſs, hither muſt we come if 
we would be Partakers of it; and 
wilfully to | Abfent our ſelves, is ſo 
great a Slight ' both of the Dying 
Inſtitution of our Saviour, and the 
Blefſings that: will attend the due 
obſervance of it, as is - utterly in- 
excuſable, and will beof very Melag- 
cholly conſequence. 


But TI ſhall not Proceed further 
upon this Particular, either..in giy- 
ing an Account of the Nature of 
this great Duty, or the Manner of 
Performing it , and the Preparatt- 
on requiſite 1n- order, to. it; there 
being ſo many excellent Books 
already written upon this Supe Tt. 
| 7 Ov Only 
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| Only give me leave to make one 
Fr theObſervation or ' two, in Anſwer to 
ing of which 1 uſual Plea for Mens negle& of 
rebb up ©1S Holy Sacrament . Viz, That 
rillorlon's they ATE, wnfir tor, and unworthy of 
_ , it; and fear therefore, that if they 


fume thedg Receive it, they ſhall Receive 
hs it unworthily, and eat and drink their 
his Death." 1194; damnation. ; BD. . 
As for the latter part of this Plea, 
it proceeds from a great Miſtake , 
namely, the confounding theſe' two 
very different things, 627mg unwor- 
thy to Receive, and Receiving unwor- 
thily: And which, when reCtified, 
the thing will ſtand in a clear 
light. | FER 


*Tis *Frue, every Man as a Sin- 

. ner, is amworthy, not only of 'fo 
great "a" Favour as the Sacrament | 
at the hands of God, but of every 
'breath'of ” Air he breaths, of every 

Crumb of, Bread he ears, in: ſhort, 
of eyery , the "leaft” Bleſſing the en- 

Joys; and 2cis: very | fit” he ſhould 
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be: intimately ſenſible 'of _ this his 
Unworthineſs ;. but yet for all this, 
he that ufes any of theſe Bleſſings 
ſoberly, and gives God | thanks, 
may very Worthily partake of and 
enjoy them. .- | 


..$0 here, in- this Caſe of the Sa- 
crament, the:beſt Man living cawt 
ſay he is Worthy to Receive it, 
but yet may nevertheleſs Receive it 
Worthily, or in, a manner becom- 
ing ſo facred'a Duty. Nay, the 
more deeply: ſenſible he is, - of his 
not being Worthy to Receive, the 
more PVorthily, no doubt, he will 
Receive it. And ?tis he. that Re- 
_ ceives Uaworthily, not .he | that is 
Unworthy to Receive, that incurs 
the Guilt. and the Puniſhment 
which the Apoſtle mentions, 1 Cor. 
II. 29, | 


As for Mens being «»fit to Re- 
celve, or unprepared ; (not to take 
Notice of the oddeſs of the Ex- 
cuſe, which is in effect the ſame, as 
to make careleſneſs and idleneſs a 


G7 Plea 
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Plea for Diſobedience;) I only de- 
fire, they would--ask. themſelves 
upon what terms they hope to go to 
Heaven ?.. It they know any thing 
of Chriſtianity, they muſt anſwer 
thus; T1 hope to arrive at that hap- 
fy place, thro the Merits of Teſts 
my Saviour, - upon Conditios of my 
own true Faith and fincere Repen- 
Farce, 


Now if this be- thus abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to our Salvation, we 
muſt either quit our Hopes of be- 
ing ſaved, or elſe ſincerely Believe 
and Repent ; that is, have ſuch 
a Faith as purifies - the heart, and 
works by love, and reſembles us 
to Jeſus, and makes us partakers 
of a Divine Nature; and fo Re- 
pent as. thoroughly to amend, and 
reform our lives, ' and entirely to 
turn from Sin to God, 


This we ſee 1s indiſpenſibly re- 
quir'd of us 1n order to our fu- 
ture happineſs; and was fo before 

| the 
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the Sacrament was. Inſtituted, and 
would have been ſo, had it never 
been Inftituted at all. 


Now, that which is ſo neceſſa- 
ry, as on our part, to bring us to 
Heaven, is the very Preparation 
that is requiſite, to fit us for the 
Sacrament ; the Qualifications for 
both are exatly the ſame. And 
therefore, he that hopes to be Sa- 
wed, maſt fo Believe and Live, as 
to. be fit to Receive the Sacra 
went ; ( unleſs we'll ſay, that more 
is required to our Receiving the 
Sacrament Worthily than to Eter- 
nal Salvation) and he that makes 
his ' Uzfitneſs the Excuſe of his 
negle& of it, either knows not 
what he ſays, ' or elſe muſt know 
that he muſt cure that Fault, or 
be for ever miſerable. 


A Good Life, as we all muſt 
own, if we believe the Scriptures, 
is abſolutely neceſſary to the Hap- 


pineſs we hope for in the other 
| 4 World ; 
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World; for without Holineſs 0 
Man ſhall ſee the Logd; and a Good 
life is without doubr.. the beſt Pre- 
paration for the Sacrament. So 
that he that lives like a Chri- 
ftian is fit to Communicate, and he 
that does not . is fit for nothing 
but ruine. How ſtrange. an Ex- 
cuſe then is: this, which is {ſo of- 
ten made for Peoples negle& of 
the Sacrament! For with the very 
ſame Breath they conclude them- 
ſelves to have no reaſonable Hopes 
of being , Sav*d ! And ſo long as 
they continue unfit . for the - one, 
they are uncapable of. the other ! 
And dare they continue in ſuch 
a ſtate as this? Would not ſuch 
thoughts as theſe therefore be 
more becoming every. one that 
names the Name, of Jeſus? © [ 
« am unfit for Heaven, therefore 
« will I frequent the Sacrament : 
« Tho? I am Young, and proba- 
« bly may lve for many Years 
* to come, yet fince tis ſo un- 


« certain whether I. ſhall or no, 
*and 
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« and I can's begin too ſoon to 
* fit and prepare my ſelf for a 
* happy future - ſtate, therefore 


© Rectgtion of thoſe conveyances 


«of the Divine Grace and Af 


&« ſiftance, without which I can do 
cc pothing, and with which Þ ſhall 
& be able.to do every thing that's 
&« zeedfal to be done to my Salva- 
« tion, thro Chriſt that ftrength- 
* zeth me. This will compleat my 
« Repentance,: confirm and enliven 


* my Faith, and in every reſpe& . 


© make my Obedience 'more fin- 
& cere and full ; the more Defeas 
« therefore in each of theſe T am 
& ſenſible of, the more” need have 
« T to approach that Holy Table, 
« where afl -my Spiritual wants 
&« ſhall be fupplyed. To thee there- 
fore, Bleſſed Saviour, 1 hambly come 
for help, that my ſinful Body may 
be made cleay by thy Body, wounded 
and torn for my Offences, and 1m 
Soul bd by Fs oral 
Blood, which thou didſt ſhed for the 


T8- 


* Redgeion of my elf to the 
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remiſſion of my Sins, I am not wor- 


God and our Sayiour, who is ready to 
embrace them with the Arms of 
his Mercy, and fed! them with 
his life-giving Spiris to the Day 
of Eternal Redemption. 


Only to their own Pious Medi- 
tations and Prayers, they may, if 
they pleaſe, add the following Li- 
#4). | 


| A 
LITANY 
4598-0. R 

Young Gentlemen. 


God the Father of Heaven, of 
| Angels and of Men ; have Mer- 
cy upon us Miſerable Sinners! © 


O Goa the Son, who haſt Redeem'd 
the World with thy moſt Precious Blood ; 
have Mercy «pon us Miſerable Sin- 
_ 


O God the Holy Ghoſt, the Lord and 
giver of Spiritual Heavenly Life ; have 
Mercy upon us Miſerable Sinners | 


O Holy, Bleſſed, and Glorious T ri- 
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nity, whoſe Wiſdom and Power, and © 


Goods 
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Gooaneſs is Infinite; have Mercy upon 
as Miſerable Sinners !-- + 


Remember not, Lord, the Sins and 
Offences of our Youth, nor be extream 
#0 mark what we have done amiſs ; 
Spare as, good Lord, ſpare us a little, 
that we may recover our ſtrength, and 
according to thy Mercy think thou upon 
&s for thy goodneſs. | 


Spare us, good Lord. 


From forgetting our p + reator in the 
Days of our Youth; 'from waſting the 


' flower of our age in vanity and folly, 


and reſerving our decrepid Years for the 
Service of God; 


Good Lord deliver us. 


From walaing the Bliſſings we enjoy 
more than the Giver of them ;; from 
truſting in any thing more than in Pro- 
widence ; and from loving Pleaſure more 
than thee our God ; 


Good Lord deliver us. 


From 
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From diſhonouring our Bodies with 
Intemperance and Uncleanneſs, from 
polluting our Souls with impure Ima- 
. ginations, from aefiling our Mouths 
with prophane and impious, or obſcene 


Diſcourſes, 
Good Lord deliver us. 


From abuſing our Reaſon in oppoſin 
Religion ; row debaſing our Wit ge 
ſervice of our Luſls, from living like 
Beaſts, when thou haſt made as Men 
and Chriſtians ; | 


Good Lord deliver us. 


From exceſſes of Paſſion, ' and a tar- 
bulent Spirit ; from tormenting our 
ſelves becauſe others miſuſe as ; from 
the guilt and 'the miſery of Malice and 
Revenge ; | 


Good Lord deliver us. 


From Conceit and Pride, Envy and 
Ambition; from fooliſh Raſhneſs, and 
inconfiderate Heat ; ' from deſpiſing our 

Guitars 
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Guides, and following our own Connſcl 
only ; 

Good Lord deliver us. 


From ftabborn” Obſtinacy, and d eaf- 
meſs to Aawvice;, from. contempt of Re- 
proof, and anger at the Reprover ; 


* from a blinaed Mind , and a ſeared Con- 


ference ; 


Good Lord deliver us. 


From deadne/s in thy Service, and 4 
formal Religion ; from obedicence that 
is fanciful, humoar ſome, and ancertain ; 
from a ſuperſtitious aſe, or neglet?, of 
the Ornaments of Worſhip ; 


Good Lord deliver us. 


From forgetting Thee, or our ſelves, 
in raptures of Enthuſiaſm ; from pre- 
tending to Piety for the ſake of the 
World ; and from all the Paths that 


lead to the Portion of Hypocrites ; 
Good Lord deliver us. 


From conforming to the World in the 
Arts of Deceit ; from fawning and flat- 
zery 3 


A Litany for Young Gentlemen. 
tery; Cenſure and Detrafion; from 
falſe Smiles and treacherous Friends: 
ſor ; 

Good Lord deliver us. 


From impatience in Trouble, and ex< 
ceſſkve Dejeitions ; from diſtruſt of thy 
Providence, and Deſperate Courſes ; 
from fretting againſt God, for what we 


bring upon oar ſelves ; 
Good Lord deliver us. 


In all time of: Temptation, by Pro- 
ſperity or Adverſity, in all ſudden 


Sarprizes and imminent Dangers ; in 


the hour of Death, and in the Day of - 


Tudgment ; 
© Bleſſed Jeſus ! by all that 


thou haſt done and {ſuffered for | 


us, then ſuccour and deliver us. 


And tho unworthy, as we are, and 
miſerable Sinners, yet encouraged by thy 
bounaleſs Mercy and Goodneſs, we be- 


ſeech thee farther to hear us; and as 


the Guardian and guide of our Touth, 


ew 
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ſhew as the way that we ſhould walk in, 
for we lift up our Souls unto thee ; 


Good Lord, we beſeech thee 
to hear us. 


O that our ways might be direfted by 
thy Commanaments, and our footſteps 
never wander from them! that we might 
meditate upon thy Prevepts, 'and de- 
light our ſelves in thy Service, and ne- 


ver forget thy Word ; . 


Good Lord, we beſeech thee 
to hear us. 


Thy Hands have made us what we 
are, from thee comes all we have or 
hope for ; O give us the Underſtanding 
that we may entirely Praiſe and Love 
thee, and not be ſlupid and inſenſible as 
the Beaſts that periſh ! 


_ Good Lord, we beſeech thee 
to hear, us. | 


That it may pleaſe thee to inſpire. us 
with Aﬀettions becoming Chriſtians; 
that we may live worthy of that moſt 

Holy 


A Litany for Young Gentlemen. 
Floly Profeſſion, as Diſciples of Teſus. 
and PAs, bt a 

We beſcech thee to hear us, 
good Lord. 


That our Saviours life may be the rule 

; 4 oars, that we may tread in bis ſteps, and 

ecome like him in temper, and ſpend our 

. days as he did, in advancing thy Glory,aud 
doing good in our Generation ! 


We.belcech' thee to hear us, 
good Lord. 


That we may employ our Youth and 
our Strength, in the great work of our 


Salvation, and run the way of thy Com- 
mandments with vigour and ſpirit,and the 


warmth and fervour of a chearful Mina ! 


We beſeech thee to hear us 
good Lord. 


That Religion may be eſteem 
by us as our bief good , that all things 
elſe may be ſubſervient to it, as the 
delight and the joy of onr hearts ! 


Good Lord, we beſeech thee 
to hear us. 
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That our Faith may be irreproveable, 
ſteady ana modeſt, ſuch as may work 
Love and purifie our Hearts, and 
ring down every thing that exalts it 
ſelf againſt obedience to Chriſt | 


Good Lord, we beſeech rhee 
to hear us. 


That with our whole Heart we may 
devote our ſelves to thy Service; and 
be ſincerely what we do Profeſs ; and 
walue the Joys of a quiet Conſcience, 
above thouſands of Gold and Silver | 


We beleech thee to hear us, 
\ good Lord. 


That our Baptiſmal Pow may be kept 
Inviolate, the Promiſes we bave ſince 
made to thee faithfully perform'd , 
and all our Pious Reſolutions made 
good ! 


We beleech thee to hear us, 
good Lord. 


O let us not go wrong, thou guide 
of our ſteps! O let us not fall, thou 
oo that 
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that art our Support ! Diſcover to us 
the ſnares that are laid for our Souls, 
and grant that we may ever eſcape 
them ! | 


Good Lord, we beſeech thee 
to hear us. 


And when we are down, Lord, do thou 


raiſe as up! When we go aſtray like 


Sheep that are loſt, O ſeek thy Servants, 
pity our ſad ſtate, and bring as back 
unto thy fold again ! 


Good Lord, we beſeech thee 
to hear us. 


We will think oz our ways, and turn 
* our feet unto thy Teſtimonies ; we will 
make haſte without delay to keep thy 
richteous Judgments; with thy a= 
fiftance, which we humbly beg, and 


Beſeech thee to hear us, good 
Lord. | 


But who can tell how often he. of- 
fenadeth ! Cleanſe thou us therefore from 
our ſecret faulzs, and keep us from 

P 2 pre- 
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preſumptuons Sins, leſt they get the Do- 


m1non over us! 


Good Lord, we beſeech thee 
to hear us, 


May we never deſpiſe the Riches of 
thy lowg-ſufferine and forbearance ; nor 
our continu'd impenitence, treaſure 


up Wrath againſt the day of Wrath ; 


but be intirely ſoftned by thy goodneſs 
and ſpeedily led to R epentance ! ; 


We beſeech thee to hear us, 
g00d Lord. 


Aud may it pleaſe thee to pive us 
that which is Repentance to Salvation, 
4 Goaly ſorrow working -a_thorough a- 
mendment of every evil Thought, and 
Word, and Work! | 


Good Lord, we beſcech thee 
to hear us. : 


That it may pleaſe thee to aſſiſ® us in 
our Addreſſes to thy Holy Altar, where 


.we will again dedicate our ſelves in- 


tirely 


A Litany for Toung Gentlemen. 
tirely to thee, and do thou werifie our 


Offerine | 


We beſcech thee to hear us, 


good Lord. 


Pity our Infirmities, and prepare 
our Hearts for the veception of our 
deareſt Saviour; hearken to the good 
defires which thou thy ſelf haſt pat in- 
to our Minas; and grant that by thy 
help, they may be brought to good ef- 
feet, thro' Jeſus Chrift our Lord! 


Good Lord, we beſcech thee 
to hear us. 


And thou, Eternal Son of God, we 
moſt humbly beſeech thee to hear us! 


O ſpotleſs Lamb of God, that takeſt a- 
way the Sins of a wretched / wicked 
World, have Mercy apon us, and now 
and ever grant us thy Peace ; we are 


thine , 8 therefore ſave as for thy, 


Mercies fake ! 
Lord have mercy upon us. 
Chriſt have mercy upon 4s. 
Lord have mercy upon us 
Onr 
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Oar Father which art in Heaven ; 
hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done in earth, as 
it is in Heaven, Give us this Day 
our daily Bread, And forgive as our 
Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that 
Treſpaſs againſt us. And lead us not 
into Temptation ; but deliver us from 
evit : For thine # the Kzngdom, the 
Power, and the Glory, for ever and 
ever, Amen. 
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